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court of Khubilai Khan. They readily agreed and traveled by caravan to the Mongol court, where the graat
khan received them and inquired about their fand, rulars, and religion.

Especially interested in learning more about Roman Catholic Christianity, most likely because he ruled -
a multicultural empire and wished to maintain harmony among the cultural and religious grougs inhabiting -
his realm, Khubilai asked the Polo brothers to return to Europe and ask the pope to send learned theolo- _

gians who could serve as authoritative sources of information on Christian doctrine. They accepted the
mission and returned to ltaly in 1269 as envoys of the great khan.

Honoring Khubilai's request, the pope designated two missionaries to accompany the Polos, and the party
set outin 1271, together with Niccold’s seventeen-year-old son, Marco Polo. Soon, however, the missionaries
became alarmed at fighting along the route, and they decided to abandon the embassy and return to Europe.
Thus, only the Polos completed the journey, arriving at the Mongel court of Shangdu in 1274. Despite present-
ing Khubilai with presents and letters from the pope rather than the requested missionaries, the great khan
received them warmly and welcomed them back to court where they remained in the service of the great khan
for the next seventeen years. Their mission gave rise to Marco Polo’s celebrated account of his travels, and it
signaled the reintegration of Europe into the political and economic affairs of the larger eastern hemisphere..

During the sarly middle ages, Europeans laid the foundations of a dynamic society. Regional states.
becarme the basis for a stable political order. New tools and technologies led to increased agricultural pro- '
duction and economic growth. Missicnary efforts of the western Christian church brought cultural and reli- .
gious unity to most of Europe. During the “high middle ages” of European history—the period from about '
1000 to 1300 .k.—European peoples built a vibrant and powerful society on the political, economic, and'

cultural foundations laid duting the early middle ages.

THE REGIONAL STATES
OF MEDIEVAL EUROPE

Long after its collapse, the Roman empire inspired European
philosophers, theologians, and rulers, who dreamed of a cen-
tralized political structure embracing all of Christian Furope.
The Byzantine empire survived as the dominant power in the
eastern Mediterranean region, where it flourished through the
early eleventh century. By 1100 c.E., however, Byzantium ex-
perienced domestic social and economie difficulties as well as
foreign pressure from both east and west. Even as Byzantium
influenced the emergence of new states in Russia and eastern
Europe, the empire itself gradually declined and in 1453 fell
to Muslim Turkish invaders. As Byzantium weakened, west-
em Europe underwent an impressive round of state building.
Beginning in the late tenth century, German princes formed
the so-called Holy Roman Empire, which they viewed as a
Christian revival of the earlier Roman empire. Meanwhile,
independent monarchies emerged in France and England, and
other authorities ruled in the various regions of Italy and
Spain. Thos medieval Europe was a political mosaic of inde-
pendent and competing regional states.

'”i”%’@e Late %ymm%m@ Empire

5 + For about three centu-
ries, the theme system (dlscussed in chapter 16) served the
Byzantine empire well by supporting both a powerful army
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and a prosperous independent peasantry. About the eleven
century, however, wealthy landowners increasingly und
mined the theme system by acquiring the properties of inde
pendent peasants and accumulating them into large esta
That development transformed formerly free peasants int
class of dependent agricultural laborers while reducing incén
tives for individuals to serve in Byzantine military forces::
also led to diminished tax receipts for the central governméﬁ_

; it As domestic problems mounted
Byzannum also faced fresh foreign challenges. From thi
west came representatives of an increasingly dvnamic wester
Europe, where rapid economic development supported a roun:
of military and political expansion. During the early elevent
century, Norman adventurers—descendants of Vikings wh
had settled on the Norman peninsula in northern France*
carved out a regional state in southern Italy and expelled th
last Byzantine authorities there. During the twelfth and thir
teenth centuries, the Normans and other western Europea
peoples mounted a series of crusades—vast military cant
paigns intended to recapture Jerusalem and other sites holy t
Christians from Muslim rule—and took the opportunity
plunder the Byzantine empire. Venetian merchants even ma

aged to hijack the fourth crusade (1202-1204 c.r) from it
original mission in the eastern Mediterranean and target Con:
stantinople instead. Venetians had become prominent in th
commercial life of the eastern Mediterranean, and the
viewed the fourth crusade as an opportunity to strengthe:

ATLANTIC
DOEAN

ISLANDS
{ARAGON)

MAP 15.1

~ The regional states of medievat Europe, 1000-1300 .6,
Note the large number of states and the different kinds of states that
claimed sovereignty in medieval Europe.

To what extent did the invasions of the ninth and tenth centuries {depicted
oin Map 16.3) influence the political development of mediaval Europe?

their position against Byzantine competition. In 1204 the cru-

saders conquered Constantinople and subjected it to a devas-
tating sack. Byzantine forces recaptured the city in 1261, but
the humiliating destruction of the imperial capital dealt the

empire a blow from which it never completely recovered.

C riges from the BEast As Buropeans advanced from
the west, nomadic Turkish peoples invaded from the east. Most
important among them were the Muslim Seljugs, who begin-
ning in the eleventh century sent waves of invaders into Anatolia,
the agricultural heartland of the Byzantine empire. Given the
military and financial problems of Byzantium, the Seljugs found
Anatolia ripe for plunder. Tn 1071 they handed the Byzantine
army a demoralizing defeat at the battle of Manzikert.
Byzantine forces then turned on each other in civil war, allow-
ing the Seljugs almost free rein in Anatolia. By the late twelfth
century, the Seljugs had seized much of Anatolia, while cru-
saders from western Burope held most of the remainder.

The loss of Anatohia sealed the fate of the Byzantine em-
pire. A territorially truncated Byzantium survived until the
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mid-fifteenth century, but it enjoyed little autonomy and faced a
series of challenges from Ttalian merchants, western European
adventurers, and Tuarkish invaders. In 1453, following a long era
of decline, the Byzantine empire came to an end when Ottoman
Turks, under the dynamic leadership of twenty-one-year-old
Sultan Mehmed II, captured Constantinople and absorbed
Byzantium’s last remaining territories into their expanding realm.

The Holy Roman Empire

Ot | As the Carolingian empire faded during the ninth cen-
tury, counts, dukes, and other local authorities took responsibility
for providing order in their own regions. Gradually, some of
them extended their influence beyond their own jurisdictions
and built larger states. Otto of Saxony was particularly aggressive.
By the mid-tenth century, he had established himself as king in
northern Germany. He campaigned east of the Elbe River in
lands populated by Slavic peoples (in what is now eastern
Germany, western Poland, and the Czech Republic), and twice
he ventured into Italy to quell political disturbances, protect the
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now reside in St Mark's basilica in Venice.

During the sack of Constantinople in 1204, crusading forces seized and carted away Byzantine treasures of all sorts—including the great bronze horses that
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use of the pope’s intervention in imperial affairs, however,
‘(Germman princes won concessions that enhanced their inde-
sndence and diminished the emperor’s authority.

Ragional Monarchies in France and England

In the absence of an effective imperial power, regional states
emerged throughout medieval Europe. In France and England,
princes established regional monarchies on the basis of rela-

Barbarosss Popes and emperors clashed over > § . |
tionships between lords and their retainers.

conflicting interests in Italy as well as over the appoint-
et of church officials. Among the most vigorous of the
dieval emperors was Frederick I, known as Frederick
Barbarossa—"the red beard”—a vigorous and gallant man
o reigned from 1152 to 1190 ¢.E. Working from his ances-
‘lands in southern Germany, Barbarossa sought to absorb
~wealthy and increasingly urban region of Lombardy in
orthern Ttaly. Integration of Lombardy with his German
oldings might have provided Barbarossa with the resources
contro] the German princes, build a powerful state, and
ominate much of Europe. That prospect did not appeal to
¢ popes, who marshaled support from other European states
i behalf of the Italian cities. By the end of Barbarossa’s
gn, the papal coalition had forced the emperor to relin-
quish his rights in Lombardy. Once again, papal policies
orestalled the transformation of the Holy Roman Empire
to a powerful state.

 Voltaire, the eighteenth-century French writer, once
ipped that the Holy Roman Empire was “neither holy, nor
oman, nor an empire.” Indeed, the Holy Roman Empire was
empire principally in name. In reality, it was a regional state

Capeilan Frange The French monarchy grew slowly from
humble beginnings. When the last of the Carolingians died, in
987 C.E., the lords of France elected a minor noble named
Hugh Capet to serve as king. Capet held only a small territory
around Paris, and he was in no position to challenge his
retainers, some of whom were far more powerful than the
king himself, During the next three centuries, however, his
descendants, known as the Capetian kings, gradually added to
their resources and expanded their political influence. Relying
on relationships between Jords and retainers, they absorbed
the territories of retainers who died without heirs and estab-
lished the right to administer justice throughout the realm. By
the early fourteenth century, the Capetian kings had gradually
centralized power and authority in France.

The Mormans The English monarchy developed quite dif-
ferently. Its founders were the Normans. Though nominally
subject to Carolingian and later to Capetian rulers, the dukes
of Normandy in fact pursued their own interests with little
regard for their lords. Within Normandy the dukes built a

Capet (KAHP-ay)

church, and seek opportunities in the south. In appreciation for
his aid to the church, Pope John XII proclaimed Otto emperor in
962 c.e. Thus was born the idea of the Holy Roman Empire.

The imperial title had considerable cachet, and on several
occasions energetic emperors almost transformed the Holy
Roman Empire into a hegemonic state that might have reintro-
duced imperial unity to Europe. Conflict with the papacy,
however, prevented the emperors from building a strong and
dynamic state. Although the popes crowned the medieval em-
perors, their relations were usually tense, since both popes
and emperors made large claims to authority in Christian
Europe. Relations became especially strained when emperors
sought to influence the selection of church officials, which the
popes regarded as their own prerogative, or when emperors
sought to extend their authority into Italy, where the popes had
long provided political leadership.

trvestitire Contest Neither the popes nor the emperors
were strong enough to dominate the other, but the popes were

As German princes
competed with popes

for control of the Holy
Roman Empire, regional
meonarchies appaarsd in
France and England.
King Louis 1X {reigned
1226-1270), also known
as St. Louis, helped to
consolidate the Capetian
hold on the French
monarchy. in this
fourteenth-cantury
manuscript iBustration,
he hears the petiticns of
humbie subjects (right},
while hanged criminals
{left) serve as a raminder
of felony's results,

able to prevent the emperors from building a powerful imperial
state that would threaten the papacy as Europe’s principal spir:
itual anthority. The capacity of the papacy to weaken the empire
became apparent during the Investiture Contest, a controvers
over the appointment of church officials in the late eleventh an
early twelfth centuries. From the earliest days of the Holy:
Roman Empire, imperial authorities had named important
church officials to their positions, since the higher clergy pro
vided political as well as religious services. In an effort to re
gain control of the clergy and ensure that church officials met:
appropriate spiritual criteria, Pope Gregory VII (10731085 C.E.).
ordered an end to the practice of lay investiture—the selection
and installation of church officials by fay rulers such as the em-
perors. When Emperor Henry IV (10561106 c.8.) challenged
the pope’s policy, Gregory excommunicated him and released:
his subjects from their duty to obey him. The German princes
then took the opportunity to rebel against the emperor. Henry
eventually regained control of the empire but only after be
seeching Gregory’s mercy while standing barefoot in the snow.
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The Bayaux tapestry, a magnificent mural of woven linen about 70 meters (230 feet) long, depicts the Norman invasion and conguest of England in 1066, led by
Williarn the Conqueror, In this section Norman warriors sall across the English Channel and disembark in scutharn Ergland,

tightly centralized state in which all authority stemmed from
the dukes themselves. The dukes also retained title to all land
in Normandy, and in an effort to forestall conflicts of interest
they strictly limited the right of their retainers to grant land to
others. By the late tenth century, Norman lords had built a
series of castles from which disciplined armies dominated
their territories, and in the eleventh century they emerged as
prominent political and military leaders throughout Hurope
and beyond to much of the Mediterranean basin as well.

Horman England In 1066 Duke William of Normandy in-
vaded England, then ruled by descendants of the Angles, the
Saxons, and other Germanic peoples who had migrated there
during the fifth and sixth centuries. Following a speedy mili-
tary victory, the duke, now known as William the Congqueror,
introduced Norman principles of government and land tenure
to England. While retaining many institutions of their Anglo-
Saxon predecessors, the Norman kings of England ruled over
a much more tightly centralized realm than did the Capetian
kings of France.

Both the Capetians and the Normans faced challenges from
retainers seeking to pursue independent policies or enlarge their
powers at the expense of the monarchs. Both dynasties also

in the early fourieanth century.

'éhalienged the bishops and eventually displaced them as ruling
authorities.

1 States By about the twelfth century, a series of pros-
perous city-states—including Florence, Bologna, Genoa, Milan,
and Venice—dominated not only their own urban districts
but also the surrounding hinterlands. Meanwhile, in southern
Italy, Norman adventurers—cousins of those who conquered
Anglo-Saxon England—invaded territories still claimed by
. the Byzantine empire and various Muslim states, Norman ad-
venturers first intervened in Italian affairs in the year 999,
“ when a group of Norman pilgrims aided the people of Salerno
as they fought off an attack by Muslim raiders. Other Normans
later aided the city of Bari in its struggle for independence
. from Byzantine authority (1017-1018). When they learned that
opportunities might be available for ambitious adventurers in
- an unstable region, Norman mercenaries soon made their way
© to southern Italy in large numbers. With papal approval and
: support, they overcame Byzantine and Muslim authorities,
- brought southern Italy into the orbit of Roman Catholic
- Christianity, and laid the foundations for the emergence of
the powerful kingdom of Naples.

faced external challenges: indeed, they often battled each other;
since the Normans periodically sought to expand their posses-
sions in France. On the basis of relationships between lords and
retainers, however, both the Capetians and the Normans man
aged to organize regional monarchies that maintained order and
provided reasonably effective government.

Regional States in laly and Iberia

Church Influence in taly Regional states emerged also in
other lands of medieval Europe, though not on such a large
scale as the monarchies of France and England. In Italy, for..
example, no single regime controlled the entire peninsul
Rather, a series of ecclesiastical states, city-states, and princ
palities competed for power and position. In central Italy the
popes had provided political leadership since the Carolingian:
era. Indeed, although the papacy was a spiritual rather than a.;
political post, the popes ruled a good-sized territory in central -
Italy known as the Papal State. In northern Italy, too, the
church influenced political affairs, since bishops of the major
cities took much of the initiative in organizing public life in
their regions. During the high middle ages, however, as the
cities grew wealthy from trade and manufacturing, lay classes

- Chrlstian and Muslim States intberla Asin Italy, a series
- of regional states competed for power in the Iberian peninsula.
From the eighth to the eleventh century, a series of Muslim
- states ruled most of the peninsula. Only in northern Spain did
- small Christian states hold sway, mostly in mountainous re-
gions. Beginning in the mid-eleventh century, though, Christian
adventurers from those states began to attack Muslim territories

i

The Ttalian city-state of Florence grew rapidly during the high middle ages. This porirait of the city concentrates on the space enclosed by walls completed
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and enlarge their own domains. As in southern Ttaly, political
and military instability attracted the attention of Norman adven-
turers, many of whom traveled to Spain and joined the armies
of the Christian kingdoms as soldiers of fortune. By the late
thirteenth century, the Christian kingdoms of Castile, Aragon,
and Portugal controlled most of the Iberian peninsula, leaving
only the small kingdom of Granada in Muslim hands,

With its Byzantine empire, Holy Roman Empire, regional
monarchies, ecclesiastical principalities, city-states, and new
states founded on conquest, medieval Europe might seem to
present a chaotic and confusing political spectacle, particu-
larly when compared with a land such as China, reunified by
centralized imperial rule. Moreover, European rulers rarely
sought to maintain the current state of affairs but, rather, cam-
paigned constantly to enlarge their holdings at the expense of
their neighbors. As a result, the political history of medicval
Europe was a complicated affair. Yet the regional states of the
high middle ages effectively tended to public affairs in limited
regions. In doing so, they fashioned alternatives to a centralized
empire as a form of political organization.

ECONOMIC GROWTH AND
SOCIAL DEVELOPMENT

As regional states provided increasingly effective political
organization, medieval Burope experienced dramatic eco-
nomic growth and social development. The economic revival
closely resembled the processes that in an earlier era had
strengthened China, India, and the Isiamic world. Increased
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agricultural production, urbanization, manufacturing, and
trade transformed Europe into a powerful society and drew
it once again into commercial relationships with distant
lands.

Growth of the Agricultural Economy

As in China, India, and the Islamic world during the early
postclassical era, a dramatic increase in agricultural yields
was the foundation of economic growih and social develop-
ment in medieval Europe. Several developments help to ac-
count for this increased agricultural production: the opening
of new Jands to cultivation, improved agricultural techniques,
the use of new tools and technologies, and the introduction of
new crops.

Expension of Arable Langd Beginning in the late tenth
century, as local lords pacified their territories and put an end
to invasions, Europe began to experience population pressure.
In response serfs and monks cleared forests, drained swamps,
and increased the amount of land devoted to agriculture. At
first, some lords opposed those efforts, since they reduced the
amount of land available for game preserves, where nobles
enjoyed hunting wild animals. Gradually, however, the lords
realized that expanding agricultural production would yield
higher taxes and increase their own wealth. By the early twelfth
century, lords were encouraging the expansion of cultivation,
and the process gathered momentum.

improved Agrculiurel Technlaues Meanwhile, reliance
on improved methods of cultivation and better agricultural
technology led to significantly higher productivity. During the
high middle ages, European cultivators refined and improved
their techniques in the interests of larger yields. They experi-
mented with new crops and with different cycles of crop rota-
tion to ensure the most abundant harvests possible without
compromising the fertility of the soil. They in-
creased cultivation especially of beans, which not
only provided dietary protein but also enriched
the land because of their property of fixing nitro-
gen in the soils where they grow. They kept more
domestic animals, which not only served as beasts
of burden and sources of food but also enriched
fields with their droppings. They dug ponds in
which they raised fish, which provided yet an-
other dietary supplement. By the thirteenth cen-
fury, observation and experimentation with new
crops and new techniques had vastly increased
understanding of agricultural affairs. News of
those discoveries circulated widely throughout
Europe in books and treatises on household eco-
nomics and agricultural methods. Written in ver-
nacular languages for lay readers, these works
helped to publicize innovations, which in turn led
to increased agricultural productivity.

The Diffusion of Technologies

The use of horse collars by Europeans after about the twelfth century:
allowed horses to pull much heavier loads without choking. This, inturn;
meant that horses could be used to pull heavy plows and wagons in-
stead of oxen and was one of the ways that Europeans increased their
agricultural productivity by the thirteenth century. Scholars believe that :
the diffusion of the horse collar to Europe was a complex phenomenon,, .
with the collar itself diffusing to northern Europe across central Asia
and the breast strap diffusing from north Africa through Islamic Iberia. -
When thinking about the long-term consequences of the diffusion of :
technologies, think carefully about the relationship between increased-
agricultural productivity in Europe (encouraged in part by the adoption
of the horse collar) and the ability of Europeans to engage more consis-,

tently with regions outside of Europe.

Mew Tools and Technologies During the high mid
ages, European peoples expanded their use of water milli:
heavy plows, which had appeared during the early mi
ages, and also introduced new tools and technologies, T
simple items in particular—the horseshoe and the kg
collar—made it possible to increase sharply the amount
land that cultivators could work. Horseshoes helped to previ
softened and split hooves on horses that tramped throug
moist European soils. Horse collars placed the burden of
heavy load on an animal’s chest and shoulders rather than
neck and enabled horses to pull heavy plows without choki
Thus Europeans could hitch their plows to horses rather th
to slower oxen and bring more land under the plow.

Mew Crops Expansion of Jand under cultivation, imprave,
methods of cultivation, and the use of new tools and techn
gies combined to increase both the quantity and the quality
food supplies. During the early middle ages, the Europea
diet consisted almost entirely of grains and grain produg
such as gruel and bread. During the centuries from 1000
1300, meat, dairy products, fish, vegetables, and legumes such
as beans and peas became much more prominent in th
European diet, though without displacing grains as stap;
foods. Spain, Ttaly, and other Mediterranean lands benefited
also from widespread cultivation of crops that had earlier bee
disseminated through the Islamic world: hard durum whea
rice, spinach, artichokes, eggplant, lemons, limes, orange
and melons all became prominent items in Mediterranean die
during the high middle ages. '

Population Growih As in other lands, increased agricu
tural productivity supported rapid population growth in medi-
eval Burope. In 800 c.E., during the Carolingian era, European.
population stood at about twenty-nine million. By 1000, whe
regional states had ended invasions and restored order, it had
edged up to thirty-six million. During the next few centuries;

‘as the agricultural economy expanded, population surged. By
1100 it had reached forty-four million; by 1200 it had risen to
fifty-eight million, an increase of more than 30 percent within
one century; and by 1300 it had grown an additional 36 percent,
to seventy-nine million. During the fourteenth century, epi-
demic plague severely reduced populations and disrupted
economies in Burope as well as Asia and north Africa—a
developroent discussed in chapter 21. Between 1000 and 1300,
however, rapid demographic growth helped stimulate a vigorous
tevival of towns and trade in medieval Europe.

The Revival of Towns and Trade

Urbanization With abundant supplies of food, European
society was able to support large numbers of urban residents—
artisans, crafts workers, merchants, and professionals. Attracted
by urban opportunities, peasants and serfs from the country-
side flocked to established cities and founded new towns at
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Increasing spectalization of laber and an expansion
of urban centers led to a dramatic increase in the
production of woo! and other textiles. This ilustration
shows merchants cutting and sewing woolen fabrics
while customers shop for goods. What was the
impact of the Increased trade in woclen products on
economic development througheut Eurape during this
period?

strategically located sites. Cities founded
during Roman times, such as Paris, London,
and Toledo, became thriving centers of
government and business, and new urban
centers emerged from Venice in northern
Ttaly to Bergen on the west coast of Norway.
Northern Italy and Flanders (the north-
western part of modermn Belgiom) experi-
enced especially strong urbanization. For
the first time since the fall of the western
Roman empire, cities began to play a major
role in Buropean economic and social
development.

Textlle Production The growth of towns
and cities brought about increasing special-
ization of labor, which in turn resulted in a
dramatic expansion of manufacturing and
trade. Manufacturing concentrated espe-
cially on the production of wool textiles.
The cities of [taly and Flanders in particular
became lively centers for the spinning,
weaving, and dyeing of wool. Trade in wool
products helped to fuel economic develop-
ment throughout Burope. By the twelfth
century the counts of Champagne in northern France spon-
sored fairs that operated almost year-round and that served as
vast marketplaces where merchants from all parts of Europe
compared and exchanged goods.

Mediterranean Trade The revival of urban society was
most pronounced in ltaly, which was geographically well situ-
ated to participate in the trade networks of the Mediterranean
basin, During the tenth century the cities of Amalfi and Venice
served as ports for merchants engaged in trade with Byzantine
and Muslim partners in the eastern Mediterranean, During
the next century the commercial networks of the Mediterra-
nean widened to embrace Genoa, Pisa, Naples, and other Ttalian
cities. Ttalian merchants exchanged salt, olive oil, wine, wool
fabrics, leather products, and glass for luxury goods such
as gems, spices, silk, and other goods from India, southeast
Asia, and China that Muslim merchants brought to eastern
Mediterranean markets.
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Genoese bankers change money and check the accounts of their clients
in this fourteenth-century manuseript Hlustration.

As trade expanded, Italian merchants established colo-
nies in the major ports and commercial centers of the Medi-
terrancan and the Black Sea. By the thirteenth century,
Venetian and Genoese merchants maintained large communi-
ties in Constantinople, Alexandria, Cairo, Damascus, and the
Black Sea ports of Tana, Caffa, and Trebizond. Caifa was the
first destination of the Venetian brothers Niccold and Maffeo
Polo when they embarked on their commercial venture of
1260. Those trading posts enabled them to deal with Muslim
merchants engaged in the Indian Ocean and overland trade

Hanseatic (han-see-AT-ik)
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with India, southeast Asia, and China. By the mid-thirtg
century the Polos and a few other Italian merchants wea
ginning to venture bevond the eastern Mediterranean .
to central Asia, India, and China in search of commer
Opportumtles

Baltrc Sea and the North Sea were centers of a thnwng
ie etwork known as the. Hansa, an association ¢ tradlng
. that mcluded all the ma,vor commercral cant 50f. Poland

The Hanseatls League Although medieval trada’
most active in the Mediterranean basin, a lively comm
grew up also in the northern seas. The Baltic Sea an
North Sea were sites of a particularly well-developed try
network known as the Hanseatic League, or more s
as the Hansa—an association of trading cities stret
from Novgorod to London and embracing all the signifi
commercial centers of Poland, northern German
Scandinavia. The Hansa dominated trade in grai
furs, timber, and pitch from northern Europe. The fai_t
Champagne and the Rhine, the Danube, and other m
European rivers linked the Hansa trade network with th
the Mediterranean.

f Cologne requasted Emperor Fredenck Barbarossa to
ke favorable commercial treatres with forergn countnes
uding with Henry irof England m 1 157 The hanse of
ogne then.obtained s,oecral favors in London rncludlng
ayal protection of their house and equal pnwleges Wrth the
nch in selfing wihe. By the rergn of Englrsh Krng Rlchardl
anse had also obtamed freedom from certam tol s
ugnout England

nd; Duke of Normandy and Aqu;tame and Count of Anjou

. . . . is ustlces sherszs and all offlcers in' England; greetings
Inproved Business Technioues As in postclassic s | dland, g J

China and the Islamic world, a rapidly increasing volum
trade encouraged the development of credit, banking,:
new forms of business organization in Europe. Banker
sued letters of credit to merchants traveling to distant m
kets, thus freeing them from the risk and inconvenience
carrying cash or bullion. Having arrived at their destinatio
merchants exchanged their letters of credit for merchandi
or cash in the local currency. In the absence of credit and ban
ing, it would have been impossible for merchants to trade
a large scale.

Meanwhile, merchants devised new ways of spreading
and pooling the risks of commercial investments. They ¢
tered into partnerships with other merchants, and they limit
the liability of partners to the extent of their individual inve
ments. The limitation on individual liability encouraged
formation of commercial partnerships, thus further stlmuiatlng
the European economy.

ice be done to h|m wnthcut delay

ngland, Duke of Normanidy and Aquitaine, and Count of Anjou;

en of Cologne may sell their wine at the market whers French

rthern Germany, and Scandinavia: .The hanse of the German :

nt of I-Ienry II 1157 Henry, by the grace of God King of

mmand you to guard malntaln and protect the man’ and-__
ens of Cologne as if they were my own'men and my fnends
nd you are to protect all thelr wares and merchandlse and’ pos~-
55ions. so that you lﬂ]Ul’e ne|ther them nor their house Are
daon, nof thelr merchandlse nor’ rmpede thelr bus;ness not -
ermit any of these thlngs to be done. For aII thelr things are.in -
custody and, protectlon For which Feason. let them have se-~ " -
ty and peace on paying their. Iawtul customs nor shall you ™ :
xact from thém anynew customs or duties which they have ot

n accustomed-to pay and which they ought not to pay. And'-_' S
ny one should mahcrously transgress th|s order see that full IRIRAIL N

rant of Henry I, 1157. Henry, by the grace of God, Klng of

‘his sheriffs and bailiffs of London, greetings. | grant that the
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ages Granted rn Lenden te:tlae Hansa_et @elegne “%‘tﬁ?mtt%

wrne is sold namely, for three denaru the set;er And so l forbrd

them to be dlsturbed there or that any oneg should do them injury

Grant of Rlchard I, 1194, Rlchard by the grace of God Klng
oof England Duke of Normandy and Aquitaine, and Count of
'_"-f'Anjou o the ‘archbishops, bishops, earls, barons ‘justices;
"j .shenffs and to all officers and bailiffs, and to all his fa|thful peo—_
: ple in England greetmg Be it known that we have: freed our

T beioved cmzens of Gologne and their merchandise from those -
L ;__two sol|d| whlch they were accustomed to give for thelr gild- hall'_ '
at London and from all other customs and demands which per--
tain to Us’in London and throughout our land of England We:
have granted also that they may come and go freely throughout. -
“our ent|re land, and that they may go freely and buy and séll'in. -
,'the fanrs of our Iand in the city of London, and elsewhere. There- -
B fore we wish’ and commiand that the citizens 'of Cologne shall’
& have the said Ilbertles and free customs throughout all this our.
realm of England

' ?er Fnrtner Retéectren :
- ﬁ From the agreements above between two Engllsh mon-

L 'archs and the hanse of Cologne, how would you charac-
terize thé commercial relationship between European

~ penod”

‘Source: . M. Lappenberg, ed., Urkundiiche Geschichte des 'Hansfscnen v
Stahlhofes zu' London (Hamburg, 1851), Part 11, pp. 3-5, reprinted in Roy
€. Cave and Herbert H. Coulson, A Source Book for Medieval Ecoriomic:

History (Milwaukee: The Bruce Publishing Co., 1936; reprint ed.;
New York: Biblo & Tannen, 1265), pp. 220-22. Scanned by Jerome S.
Arkenberg, Cal. State Fullerton. (Translation slightly modernized.):

Social Change

The Thres Esiates Medieval social commentators fre:
quently held that European society embraced three estates:
classes: “those who pray, those who fight, and those who
work.” Those who prayed were clergy of the Roman Catholic
church. From lowly parish priests to bishops, cardinals, and
popes, the clergy constituted a spiritual estate owing its loy:
alty to the church rather than secular rulers. The fighters carme
from the ranks of nobles. They inherited their positions i
society and received an education that concentrated on eques
trian skills and military arts. Finally, there were those wh
worked—the vast majority of the population—who mostl
cultivated land as peasants dependent for protection on the
lords, those who fought.

The formula dividing society neatly into three classes
captures some important truths about medieval Eorope. It
clearly reflects a society marked by political, social, and eco-
fomic inequality: although they did not necessarily lead lives
of luxury, those who prayed and those who fought enjoyed
rights and honors denied to those who worked. Though bound
by secular law, for example, clerics were members of an in-
ternational spiritual society before they were subjects of a
lord, and if they became involved in legal difficulties, they
normally faced courts of law administered by the church
rather than secular rulers. For their part the nobles mostly
lived off the surplus production of dependent peasants and
serfs.

~rulers’ and pnvate trading associations during the medleval

Chivalry Yet, though expressing some truths, the formula
overlooks processes that brought considerable change to me-
dieval European society. Within the ranks of the nobles, for
example, an emphasis on chivalry and courtly behavior grad-
ually introduced expectations of high ethical standards and
refined manners that encouraged warriors to become culti-
vated leaders of society. Chivalry was an informal but widely
recognized code of ethics and behavior considered appropri-
ate for nobles. Church officials originally promoted the chi-
valric code in an effort to curb fighting within Christendom.
By the twelfth century the ritual by which a young man be-
came initiated into the nobility as a knight commonly called
for the candidate to place his sword upon a church altar and




~= Major trade routes ;':-.1
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MAP 19.2
Major trade routes of medieval Europe.
By the eleventh century, overland, river, and maritime
trade routes created a commercial network that linked
all parts of Europe. These routes also facllitated trade |
hetween European Christians and Musiims in the
Mediterranean basin and southwest Asia.

What does the proliferation of trading routes and
cities suggest about the state of the medieval
European econonty?

pledge his service to God. Thus, rather than seeking wealth
and power, the noble who observed the chivalric code would
devote himself to the causes of order, piety, and the Christian
faith.

Troubadours Aristocratic women found the chivalric
code much to their liking, and they went to some lengths to
spread its values. Instead of emphasizing the code’s religious
dimensions, however, they promoted refined behavior and
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ported romantic poets and enter-
rs. Bleanor was the most cele-
ited woman of her day, at different
es the wife of two powerful kings,
ind the mother of three more, and she
ad her influence to encourage the
tivation of good manners, refine-
seént, and romantic love. The trouba-
surs’ performances did not instantly
ansform rough warriors into pol-
ched courtiers. Over the long term,
owever, the code of chivalry and the
omantic poetry and song presented at
stocratic courts gradually softened
iz manners of the nobility.

dent Cltdles Social change
iso touched those who worked. By
He twelfth century the ranks of work-
rs included not only peasants but also
ncreasing numbers of merchants, ar-
sans, crafts workers, and profession-
Is such as physicians and lawvers,
‘ho filled the growing towns of medi-
val Eorope. The expansion of the ur-
ban working population promoted the
development of towns and cities as
jurisdictions that fit awkwardly in the
framework of the medieval political
order. Because of their military power,

rights of subjects.

One of the royal sons of Eleanor of Aquitaing was
King John of England, who in 1215 was forced by
a group of feudal barens to sign the Magna Carta
{or “Great Charter"), a documant that attempted

to limit the rights of the monarchy and protect the

Chapter 19 # The Increasing Influence of Europe - 415

sometimes even requiring members to
adopt specific techniques of produc-
tion, and they determined the prices at
which members had to sell their prod-
ucts. In an effort to maintain a balance
between supply and demand—and to
protect their members’ interests—
they also regulated the entry of new
workers into their groups.

Guilds had social as well as eco-
nomic significance. They provided a
focus for friendship and mutual sup-
port in addition to work. Guild mem-
bers regularly socialized with one
another, and prosperous guilds often
built large halls where members held
meetings, banquets, and sometimes
boisterous drinking parties. Guilds
came to the aid of members and their
families by providing financial and
moral support for those who fell ill.
They also arranged funeral services
for their deceased and provided sup-
port for survivors. Quite apart from
regulating work, then, guilds consti-
tuted a kind of social infrastructure
that made it possible for medieval cit-
ies to function.

SR ek

Lirban Women Women who lived

Jords could dominate small towns and
‘tax their wealth. As towns grew larger,
:however, urban populations were increasingly able to resist
ithe demands of nobles and guide their own affairs. By the late
eleventh century, inhabitants of prosperous towns were de-
manding that local lords grant them charters of incorporation
that exempted them from political regulation, allowed them to
‘manage their own affairs, and abolished taxes and tolls on
commerce within the urban district. Sometimes groups of cit-
ies organized leagues to advance their commercial interests,
as in the case of the Hansa, or to protect themselves against
the encroachments of political authorities.

tender, respectful relations between the sexes. Reflections
their interests survive in the songs and poems of the troub
dours, a class of traveling poets, minstrels, and entertaine
whom aristocratic women enthusiastically patronized. The
troubadours, who were most active in southern France and
northern Italy, drew inspiration from a long tradition of love
poetry produced in nearby Muslim Spain. Many troubadours:
visited the expanding Christian kingdoms of Spain, wher
they heard love poems and songs from servants, slaves, and
musicians of Muslim ancestry. Enchanted by that refined lf
erature, they began to produce similar verses for their owti
aristocratic patrons. g

Gizlleds The cities of medieval Europe were by no means
egalitarian societies: cities attracted noble migrants as well as
peasants and serfs, and urban nobles often dominated city af-
fairs. Yet medieval towns and cities also reflected the interests
. and contributions of the working classes. Merchants and
workers in all the arts, crafts, and trades organized gnilds that
regulated the production and sale of goods within their juris-
dictions. By the thirteenth century the guilds had come to
- control much of the wrban economy of medieval Europe. They
- established standards of quality for manufactured goods,

Eieanor of Aqufiaine During the late twelfth and thi
teenth centuries, troubadours traveled from one aristocrati _
court to another, where noblewomen rewarded them for sing:
ing songs and reciting verses that celebrated passionate love
between a man and a woman. Troubadours flocked especially
to Poitiers, where Eleanor of Aquitaine (1122-1204) liberally

in the countryside continued to per-
form the same kinds of tasks that their ancestors tended to in
the early middle ages: household chores, weaving, and the
care of domestic animals. But medieval towns and cities of-
fered fresh opportunities for women as well as for men. In the
pairiarchal society of medieval Europe, few routes to public
authority were open to women, but in the larger towns and
cities women worked alongside men as butchers, brewers,
bakers, candle makers, fishmongers, shoemakers, gemsmiths,
innkeepers, launderers, money changers, merchants, and oc-
casionally physicians and pharmacists. Women dominated
some occupations, particularly those involving textiles and
decorative arts, such as sewing, spinning, weaving, and the
making of hats, wigs, and fur garments.

Most guilds admitted women into their ranks, and some
guilds had exclusively female memberships. In thirteenth-
century Paris, for example, there were approximately one
hundred guilds. Six of them admitied only womnen, but eighty
others included women as well as men among their members.
Despite the persistence of patriarchal social structures, the
increasing prominence of women in European society illus-
trates the significance of towns and cities as agents of social
change in medieval Europe.
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Women were prominent in the markets of medieval Europe and sometimes
worked as hankers or tallors, as in this manuscript Biustration.

EUROPEAN CHRISTIANITY
DURING THE HIGH MIDDLE AGES

Throughout the middle ages, Christianity guided European
thought on religious, moral, and ethical matters—FEastern
Orthodog Christianity in the Byzantine empire and Roman
Catholic Christianity in western Europe. Representatives of
the Orthodox and Roman Catholic churches administered the
rituals associated with birth, marriage, and death. Most of the
art, literature, and music of the high middle ages drew inspi-
ration from Christian doctrines and stories. Just as mosques
and minarets defined the skylines of Muslim cities, the spires
of churches and cathedrals dominated the landscape of medi-
eval Burope, testifying visually to the importance of religion
and the pervasive presence of the Eastern Orthodox and Roman
Catholic churches.

Schools, Universities,
and Scholastic Theology

During the early middle ages, European society was not stable
and wealthy enough to support institutions of advanced educa-
tion. Monasteries sometimes maintained schools that provided
a rudimentary education, and political leaders occasionally
supported scholars who lived at their courts, but very few
schools offered formal education beyond an elementary level.
In the absence of a widely observed curriculum or course of
study, early medieval scholars drew their inspiration from the

Bible and from major spokesmen of the early Christian chu
such as St. Augustine of Hippo.

Cathedral Schools During the high middle ages,
nomic development sharply increased the wealth of Europ
and made more resources available for education. Meanwk
an increasingly complex society created a demand for &g
cated individnals who could deal with complicated politicy
legal, and theological issues. Beginning in the early eleve
century, bishops and archbishops in France and northern Ttaf
organized schools in their cathedrals and invited well-know
scholars to serve as master teachers, Schools in the cathedrs
of Paris, Chartres, and Bologna in particular attracted stu
dents from all parts of Europe.

By the twelfth century the cathedral schools had estab
lished formal curricula based on writings in Latin, the offici:
language of the Roman Catholic church. Instruction conce;
trated on the liberal arts, especially literature and philosg
phy. Students read the Bible and the writings of the churd
fathers, such as St. Augustine, St. Jerome, and St. Ambrose,’
well as classical Latin literature and the few works of Plat
and Aristotle that were available in Latin translation. Som
cathedral schools also offered advanced instruction in Ia
medicine, and theology.

Linbversities About the mid-twelfth century, students and
teachers organized academic guilds and persuaded politic
authorities to grant charters guaranteeing their rights. Student
guilds demanded fair treatment for students from townspeoph
who sometimes charged excessive rates for room and bo
and called on their teachers to provide rigorous, high-quali
instruction. Faculty guilds sought to vest teachers with the__
right to bestow academic degrees, which served as licenses to
teach in other cities, and to control the curriculum in their =
stitutions. These guilds had the effect of transforming cathe:
dral schools into universities. The first universities were those
of Bologna, Paris, and Salerno—mnoted for instruction in la
theology, and medicine, respectively—but by the late thirteen
century, universities had appeared also in Rome, Naple
Seville, Salamanca, Oxford, Cambridge, and other cities
throughout Burope. :

The influsnoe of Aristotis The evolution of the university:
coincided with the redlscovery of the works of Aristotle:
Western European scholars of the early middle ages knew
only a few of Aristotle’s minor works that were available in
Latin translation. Byzantine scholars knew Auristotle in the
original Greek, but they rarely had any dealings with theit
Roman Catholic counterparts. During the high middle ages,

commerce and communication increased between Byzantine
Orthodox and Roman Catholic Christians, western Europeans
Jearned about Aristotle’s thought and obtained Latin transl

tions from Byzantine philosophers. Western European schol-
ars learned about Aristotle also through Muslim philosophers

who appreciated the power of his thought and had most of

orks translated into Arabic.
ristian and Jewish scholars in
iJy and Spain became aware
hose Arabic translations,
ich they retranslated into Latin.
ough the resuliing works had
flaws—since they filtered
stotle’s original Greek through
oth Arabic and Latin—they made
ristotle’s thought accessible to
stern European scholars.

o sticism: 5% Thomas
i During the thirteenth
entury, understanding of Aristo-
s thought and Latin translations

f his works spread throughout
urope, and they profoundly in-
uenced almost all branches of
hought. The most notable result
as the emergence of scholastic
‘theology, which sought to syn-
hesize the beliefs and values of

sleep or chat with friends.

Christianity with the logical rigor of Greek philosophy. The

ost famous of the scholastic theologians was St. Thomas

_Aqumas {1225-1274), who spent most of his career teaching

t the University of Paris. While holding fervently to his
“hristian convictions, St. Thomas believed that Aristotle had
nderstood and explained the workings of the world better

-than any other thinker of any era. St. Thomas saw no contra-
:diction between Aristotle and Christian revelation but, rather,
-viewed them as complementary authorities: Aristotle pro-
vided the most powerful analysis of the world according to
‘human reason, and Christianity explained the world and human
life as the results of a divine plan. By combining Aristotle’s
rational power with the teachings of Christianity, St. Thomas

expected to formulate the most truthful and persnasive system
of thought possible.

In St. Thomas’s view, for example, belief in the exis-
tence of God did not depend exclusively on an individual’s
faith. By drawing on Aristotle, St. Thomas believed, it was
possible to prove rationally that God exists, Aristotle him-
self never recognized a personal deity such as the Jewish
and Christian God, but he argued that a conscious agent had
set the world in motion. St. Thomas borrowed Aristotle’s
arguments and identified the conscious agent with the
Jewish and Christian God, who outlined his plan for the

" world in the Hebrew scriptures and the Christian New

Testament. Thus, as expressed in the thought of St. Thomas
Aquinas, scholastic theology represented the harmonization
of Aristotle with Christianity and the synthesis of reason
and faith. Like the neo-Confucianism of Zhu Xi or the Islamic
philosophy of Ibn Rushd, scholastic theology reinterpreted
inherited beliefs in light of the most advanced knowledge of
the time.

A manuscript lllustration depicts a professor, at top left, lecturing
in a medieval German university. About half the students listen
and take notes diligently, while the others catch up on their
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Popular Religion

St. Thomas and the other scho-
lastic theologians addressed a so-
phisticated, intellectual elite, not
the common people of medieval
Europe. The popuiar masses nei-
ther knew nor cared much about
Aristotle. Tor their purposes,
Christianity was important pri-
marily as a set of beliefs and
rituals that gave meaning to
individual lives and that bound
them together into coherent com-
munities. Thus formal doctrine
and theology did not appeal to
popular audiences as much as the
ceremonies and observances that
involved individuals in the life of
a larger community—and that
also brought benefits in the form
of supernatural aid or protection
for an individual’s crops or family.

Sacrameants Popular piety generally entailed observance of
the sacraments and devotion to the saints recognized by the
Roman Catholic church. Sacraments are holy rituals that bring
spiritual blessings on the observants. The church recognized
seven sacraments, including baptism, matrimony, penance,
and the Bucharist. Most important was the Eucharist, during
which priests offered a ritual meal commemorating Jesus’ last
meal with his disciples before his trial and execution by Roman
authorities. In addition to preparing individuals for salvation
and symbolizing their membership in a holy community, the
Eucharist had mundane uses: popular beliefs held that the
sacrament would protect individuals from sudden death and
advance their worldly interests.

Devotion to Eaints Popular religion also took the form of
devotion to the saints. According to church teachings, saints
were human beings who had led such exemplary hives that
God held them in special esteem. As a result, they enjoyed
special influence with heavenly authorities and were able to
intervene on behalf of individuals [iving in the world. Medieval
Europeans constantly prayed for saints to look after their spir-
itual interests and to ensure their admission to heaven. Often,
they also invoked the aid of saints who had reputations for
helping living people as well as souls of the dead. Tradition
held that certain saints could cure diseases, relieve toothaches,
and guide sailors through storms to a port.

The Virgin Mary During the high middle ages, the most
popular saint was always the Virgin Mary, mother of Jesus,

Aquinas (uh-KWIY-nuhs)
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The cathedral of Notre Dame de Paris (“Our
Lady of Paris™), viewed from the south. Built in
the second half of the twelfth century, the
cathedral is one of the triumphs of the Gothic
style of architecture that became popular in
western Europe during the medieval pariad.

who personified the Christian ideal of
womanhood, love, and sympathy, and
who reportedly lavished aid on her
devotees. According to a widely cir-
culated story, the Virgin once even
spared a criminal from hanging when
he called upon her name. During
the twelfth and thirteenth centuries,
Europeans dedicated hundreds of
churches and cathedrals to the Virgin,
among them the splendid cathedral of
Notre Dame (“Our Lady™) of Paris.

Saints’ Relics Medieval Buropeans went to great lengths to
express their adoration of the Virgin and other saints through
veneration of their relics and physical remains, widely be-
lieved to retain the powers associated with those holy individ-
uals. Churches assembled vast collections of relics, such as
clothes, locks of hair, teeth, and bones of famous saints. Espe-
cially esteemed were relics associated with Jesus or the Virgin,
such as the crown of thorns that Jesus reportedly wore during
his crucifixion or drops of the Virgin’s milk miraculously pre-
served in a vial. The practice of assembling relics clearly
opened the door to fraud, but medieval Europeans avidly con-
tinued to admire and venerate saints’ relics.

Pilgrimage Some collections of relics became famous well
beyond their own regions. Like Muslims making the hajj, pil-
grims trekked long distances to honor the saints the relics
represented. Throughout the high middle ages, streams of
pilgrims visited two European cities in particular—Rome in
Italy and Compostela in Spain—and some ventured even far-
ther to Jerusalem and the holy land of Christian origins. Rome
was the spiritual center of western Christian society: apart
from the popes and the central administration of the Roman
Catholic church, the relics of St. Peter and St. Paul, the two
most prominent apostles of early Christianity, rested in the
churches of Rome. Compostela stood on the very periphery of
Christian society, in a remote corner of northwestern Spain. Yet
the relics of St. James preserved in the cathedral of Santiago
de Compostela exercised a powerful attraction for the pious,
who made Compostela the second-most popular pilgrimage
destination of medieval Europe. Some devoted pilgrims also
visited Jerusalem and the sites associated with the origins of
Christianity: spiritual as well as commercial interests called
Europeans into the larger world.

The Acceleration of Cross-Cultural interaction, 1000 te 1500 c.e.

The making of pilgrimages became so common during
the high middle ages that a travel industry emerged to ser
the needs of pilgrims. Inns dotted the routes leading to pop
lar churches and shrines, and guides shepherded groups of
pilgrims to religious sites and explained their significanc
There were even guidebooks that pointed out the major attra
tions along pilgrims’ routes and warned them of difficult ter
rain and unscrupulous scoundrels who took advantage of
visitors. g

St. Francis of Assisi was the son of a waalthy merchant in central ttaly,
hut he abandoned the comforts that he inherited and pledged himsetf to
a life of poverty and preaching. Stories represented in this frasco from
the basilica of St. Francis at Assisi report that he preached %o the birds
and encouraged them to sing in praise of God,

Reform Movements and Popular Heresies

Although veneration of the saints and the making of pilgriri-
ages indicated a deep reservoir of piety, popular religion also
reflected the social and economic development of medieval
Europe. Particularly in western Europe, as wealth increased,
several groups of particularly devout individuals feared that
European society was becoming excessively materialistic:
Even the Roman Catholic church seemed tainted by materia
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St. Francis founded orders of mendicants (beggars), known
as the Dominican and Franciscan friars, who would have 1o
personal possessions and would have to beg for their food
and other needs from audiences to whom they preached.
Mendicants were especially active in towns and cities, where
they addressed throngs of recently arrived migrants whose
numbers were so large that existing urban churches and
clergy could not serve them well. The Dominicans and the
Franciscans also worked zealously to combat heterodox move-
ments and to persuade heretics to return to the Rorman Catholic
church,

Poptilar Heresy Whereas the Dominicans and the Francis-
cans worked within the church, others rejected the Roman
Catholic church altogether and organized alternative religions
movements. During the twelfth and thirteenth centuries in
particular, several popular movements protested the increas-
ing materialism of European society. The Waldensians, who
were most active in southern France and northern Italy, de-
spised the Roman Catholic clergy as immoral and corrupt,
and they advocated modest and simple lives. They asserted
the right of the laity to preach and administer sacraments—
functions that the church reserved exclusively for priests—
and they did not hesitate to criticize the church on the basis of
biblical teachings. Although church authorities declared them
heretical, the Waldensians continued to atlract enthusiastic
participants: a few Waldensians survive even today.

Bogomils and Cathars Some popular heresies flourished
in both the Byzantine empire and western Europe. As long-
distance trade networks linked Mediterranean lands, alterna-
tive religious ideas spread readily throughout the region.
Reviving the dualistic views of the ancient Manichaeans, the
Bogomils of Bulgaria and Byzantium viewed the world as a
site of unrelenting, cosmic struggle between the forces of
good and evil. In a quest for purity and spiritual perfection,
they despised the material world and adopted an ascetic re-
gime, renouncing wealth, marriage, and material pleasures.
Their movement grew rapidly in the late tenth century, and
in the eleventh century the Cathars (sometimes called

Albigensians) were. promoting similar views in

ism. Benedictine monasteries, in which monks originally ob=
served the virtues of poverty, chastity, and obedience, had in:
many cases become comfortable retreats where privileged
individuals led leisurely lives. Meanwhile, the central admins
istration of the Roman church expanded dramatically as law=
vers and bureatcrats ran the church’s affairs and sought ways
to swell its treasury.

Dominicans and Franciscans The devout responded to
this state of affairs in several ways. Working within the Romat:
church, some individuals organized movements designed to
champion spiritual over materialistic values. Most promi
nent of them were St. Dominic (1170--1221) and St. Francis
(1182-1226). During the thirteenth century St. Dominic and

| Thinking about TRADITIONS

. southern France and northern Italy. Bogomils
| and Cathars rejected official churches, which
| they considered hopelessly corrupt, along with
their priests and sacraments.

Both in Byzantium and in western Europe,
established authorities took a dim view of these
popular movements, which they regarded as
threats to cultural stability and religious ortho-
doxy. Beginning in the late eleventh century,
government and church officials teamed up and
mounted ruthless campaigns to destroy the
Bogomils and the Cathars. By the fourteenth cen-
tury, Bogomils and Cathars survived in only a
few remote regions of Europe.
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THE MEDIEVAL EXPANSION OF EUROPE

During the high middle ages, the relationship between western
European peoples and their neighbors underwent dramatic
change. Powerful states, economic expansion, and demo-
graphic growth all strengthened European society, and
church officials encouraged the colonization of pagan and
Muslim lands as a way to extend the influence of Roman
Catholic Christianity. Beginning about the mid-eleventh
century, Huropeans embarked on expansive ventures on

MAP 48.3

The medieval expansion of Europe, 1000~1250 c.k.
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several fronts: Atlantic, Baltic, and Mediterranean. Scs
navian seafarers ventured into the Atlantic Ocean, estah
ing colonies in Iceland, Greenland, and even for a sho
North America. In the Baltic region, Europeans congu
and introduced Christianity to Prussia, Livonia, Lith
and Finland. In the Mediterranean basin, Europeans recap
Spain and the Mediterranean islands that Muslims had. ¢
quered between the eighth and the tenth centuries. Fina
knights from all over Europe mounted enormous campaig
designed to seize the holy land of Palestine from Mus
and place it under Christian authority. As military ventur
the crusades achieved Hmited success, since they brough

holy
less,

ginning to play a much larger role in the affairs of the eastern
hemisphere than they had during the early middle ages.

Ly

land into Christian hands only temporarily. Neverth
the crusades signaled clearly that Europeans were

Crraiean Sep

_Athr"é: ic and Baltic Colonization

<t When regional states began to emerge and protect
western Europe from Viking raids during the ninth and tenth
uries, Scandinavian seafarers turned their attention to the
jands of the North Atlantic Ocean. They occupied Iceland
oinning in the late ninth century, and at the end of the tenth
ptury a party led by Eric the Red discovered Greenland and
sstablished a small colony there. About 1000 c.k. his son Leif
Ericsson led another exploratory party south and west of
Greenland, arriving eventually at modern Newfoundland in
Canada. There the party found plentiful supplies of fish and
mber. Because of the wild grapes growing in the region, Leif
called it Vinland. During the years following Leif’s voyage,
Greenlanders made several efforts to establish permanent
¢olonies in Vinland.

Since the 1960s, archaeologists in northern Newfound-
jand have uncovered Scandinavian tools and building founda-
tions dating to the early eleventh century. From this evidence
and the stories of maritime ventures preserved in Scandina-
vian sagas, it is clear that the Greenlanders founded a colony
in Newfoundland and maintained it for several decades. Ulti-
mately, they left Vinland—or died there—since they did not
have the resources to sustain a settlement over the stormy seas
of the North Atlantic Ocean. Nonetheless, the establishment
of even a short-lived colony indicated a growing capacity of
Europeans to venture into the larger world.

beistianity in Bcandinavia While Scandinavians ex-
plored the North Atlantic, the Roman Catholic church drew
Scandinavia itself into the community of Christian Eurcpe.
The kings of Denmark and Norway converted to Christianity

- in the tenth century. Conversion of their subjects came grad-
- vally and with considerable resistance, since most held

tightly to their inherited traditions. Yet royal support for the
Roman Catholic church ensured that Christianity would

- have a place in Danish and Norwegian societies. In 999 or

1600 the Norwegian colony in Tceland also formally adopted
Christianity. Between the twelfth and the fourteenth centu-
ries, Sweden and Finland followed their neighbors into the

" Christian faith.

sading Orders and Baltlc Expansion In the Baltic
Idnds of Prussia, Livonia, and Lithuania, Christian authority
arrived in the wake of military conquest. During the era of cru-
sades, zealous Christians formed a series of hybrid, military-
religionus orders. The most prominent were the Templars,
Hospitallers, and Teutonic Knights, who not only took reli-
gious vows but also pledged to devote their lives and efforts to
the struggle against Muslims and pagans. The Teutonic
Knights were most active in the Baltic region, where they
waged military campaigns against the pagan Slavic peoples
during the twelfth and thirteenth centuries. Aided by German
missionaries, the Knights founded churches and monasteries
in the territories they subdued. By the late thirteenth century,
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the Roman Catholic church had established its presence
throughout the Baltic region, which progressively became
absorbed into the larger society of Christian Europe.

The Reconquest of Sicily and Spain

The boundaries of Christian Europe also expanded in the
Mediterranean basin. There, Europeans came into conflict
with Muslims, whose ancestors had conquered the major
Mediterranean islands and most of the Iberian peninsula
between the eighth and the tenth centuries. As their society
became stronger, Eurcpeans undertook to reconquer those
territories and reintegrate them into Christian society.

The Reconguest of Slicdly Most important of the islands
was Sicily, which Muslims had conguered in the ninth cen-
tury. During the eleventh century, Norman warriors returned
Sicily to Christian hands. The Norman adventurer Robert
Guiscard carved out a state for himself in southern Italy while
his brother Roger undertook the conquest of Sicily. By 1090,
after almost twenty vears of conflict, Roger had established
his authority throughout the island. Missionaries and clergy
soon appeared and reintroduced Roman Catholic Christianity
to Sicily. Islam did not disappear immediately: Muslims con-
tinued to practice their faith privately, and Muslim scholars in
Sicily introduced their Christian counterparts to the Arabic
translations of Aristotle that inspired the scholastic philoso-
phers. Over the longer term, however, as Muslims either left
Sicily or converted to Christianity, Islam gradually disap-
peared from the island.

The Beconoguisty of Spain The reconquest of Spain—
known as the reconguista—took a much longer time than did
the recapture of Sicily. Following the Muslim invasion and
conquest of the early eighth century, the caliphate of Cérdoba
ruled almost all of the Iberian peninsula. A small Christian
state survived in Catalonia in the far northeast, and the king-
dom of Ledn resisted Mustim advances in the far northwest.
The process of reconguista began in the 1060s from those
Christian toeholds. By 1085 Christian forces had pushed as
far south as Toledo, and by 1150 they had recaptured Lisbon
and established their authority over half of the peninsula.
Their successes lured reinforcements from France and England,
and in the first half of the thirteenth century a new round of
campaigns brought most of Iberia as well as the Balearic
Islands into Christian hands. Only the kingdom of Granada in
the far south of the peninsula remained Muslim. It survived
as an outpost of Islam until 1492, when Christian forces
mounted a campaign that conquered Granada and completed
the reconquista.

recongquista (ray-kohn-KEE-stah)
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. The crusades involved brutal conflict and atrocities from all sides. In this
twelfth-century manuscript iflustration, crusaders lob severad enemy
heads at Muslims defending a fortress.

The political, economic, and demographic strength of
Christian Europe helps to explain the reconquests of Sicily
and Spain as military ventures. Especially in the case of
Spain, however, it is clear that religious concerns also
helped to drive the reconguista. The popes and other lead-
ing clergy of the Roman Catholic church regarded Islam
as an affront to Christianity, and they enthusiastically en-
couraged campaigns against the Muslims. When recon-
quered territories feli into Christian hands, church officials

immediately established hishoprics and asserted Chrigg
authority. They also organized campaigns to convert lo
populations. Dominican friars were especially active
Spain. They appealed to learned audiences by explainiy;
Christianity in the terms of scholastic theology and argy
ments derived from Aristotle, whom Muslim intellecti:
held in high esteem. When addressing popular audienc
they simply outlined the basic teachings of Christianity a
urged their listeners to convert. With the establishment.
Christian rule, the Roman Catholic church began to displac
Islam in conquered Spain.

The Crusades

The term crusade refers to a holy war. It derives from th
Latin word crux, meaning “cross,” the device on whic
Roman authorities had executed Jesus. When a pope de
clared a crusade, warriors would “take up the cross” as:
symbol of their faith, sew strips of cloth in the form
a cross on the backs of their garments, and venture forth 1
fight on behalf of Christianity. The wars that Christia
fought against pagans in the Baltic and Muslims in the
Mediterranean were crusades in this sense of the term, ‘a
was the campaign waged by Roman Catholic Christian
against Cathar heretics in southern France. In popular us
age; though, crusades generally refers to the huge expedi
tions that Roman Catholic Christians mounted in an effort
to recapture Palestine, the land of Christian origins, and th
holy city of Jerusalem from Muslim authorities.

Lrban H Pope Urban II launched the crusades in 1095,

Speaking at the Council of Clermont (in central France)
Urban warned church leaders that Muslim Turks were threat:

ening the eastern borders of Christendom. Indeed, the pope“:
had recently received an urgent appeal from the Byzantire
emperor, who requested military forces from western Europe

to reinforce his own armies as Turkish invaders advance
toward Constantinople, Urban urged European princes t
stabilize Christendom’s borders and then go fur:

ther to recapture Jerusalem and restore Christian

Thinking about

ENCOUNTERS

| rule to the holy land. He added emphasis to hi

t':ﬂ

wills it!

l appeal with the assertion that “Deus vult"—“God-

The First Crusade Shortly after Pope Urbai
announced the crusade, French and Norma

nobles began to organize a military expedition t

the holy land. In late 1096 the crusading armies
began the long trek to Palestine. In 1097 and
1098 they captured Edessa, Antioch, and other’
strategic sites. In 1099 Jerusalem fell to the:

saders, who then proceeded to extend their conquests and
rve conquered territories into Christian states.
Although the crusaders did not realize it, hindsight shows
4t their quick victories came largely becaunse of division and
disarray in the ranks of their Muslim foes. The crusaders’
saccesses, however, encouraged Turks, Egyptians, and other
Muslims to settle their differences, at least temporarily, in
e interests of expelling European Christians from the east-
o Mediterranean. By the mid-twelfth century, the crusader
sommunities had come under tremendous pressure. The cru-
ader state of Edessa fell to Turks in 1144, and during the third
#rusade the Muslim leader Salah al-Din, known to Eurcopeans
45 Saladin, recaptured Jerusalem in 1187, Crusaders main-
ained several of their enclaves for another century, but Sala-
din’s victories sealed the fate of Christian forces in the eastern

o

Palestme to the Muslims. By the mid-thirteenth century,
they had launched five major crusades, but none of the later
ventures succeeded in reestablishing a Christian presence
n Palestine. The fourth crusade (1202-1204) was a partico-
arly demoralizing affair, as crusaders ravaged Constanti-
nople, the seat of Bastern Orthodox Christanity. Nevertheless,
even though the later crusades failed in their principal
objective, the crusading idea inspired Furopean dreams of
conquestin the eastern Mediterranean until the late sixteenth

sguences of the Crusades As holy wars intended

i_to reestablish Roman Catholic Christianity in the eastern
" Mediterranean basin, the crusades were wars of military and
political expansion. Yet in the long run, the crusades were

much more important for their social, economic, commer-

~cial, and cultural consequences. Even as European armies
: built crusader states in Palestine and Syria, European schol-

ars and missionaries dealt with Muslim philosophers and
theologians, and Buropean merchants traded eagerly with
their Muslim counterparts. The result was a large-scale
exchange of ideas, technologies, and trade goods that pro-
foundly influenced European development. Through their
sojourns in Palestine and their regular dealings with Muslims
throughout the Mediterranean basin, European Christians
became acquainted with the works of Aristotle, Islamic sci-
ence and astronomy, “Arabic” numerals (which Muslims
had borrowed from India), and techniques of paper produc-
tion (which Muslims had learned from China). They also
learned to appreciate new food and agricultural products
such as spices, granulated sugar, coffee, and dates as well as
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A fourteenth-century manuscript llustration depicts Muslims burning ,
captured crusaders at the stake. ;

trade goods such as silk products, cotton textiles, catrpets,
and tapestries.

In the early days of the crusades, Europeans had little to
exchange for those products other than rough wool textiles,
furs, and timber. During the crusading era, however, demand
for the new commuodities increased throughout western Europe
as large numbers of people developed a taste for goods previ-
ously available only to wealthy elites. Seeking to meet the ris-
ing demand for luxury goods, Italian merchants developed new
producis and marketed them in commercial centers and port
cities such as Constantinople, Alexandria, Cairo, Damascus,
Tana, Caffa, and Trebizond. Thus Niccold, Matffeo, and Marco
Polo traded in gems and jewelry, and other merchants mar-
keted fine woolen textiles or glassware. By the thirteenth cen-
tury, larse numbers of Italian merchants had begun to travel
well beyond Egypt, Palestine, and Syria to avoid Muslim inter-
mediaries and to deal directly with the producers of silks and
spices in India, China, and southeast Asia. Thus, although the
crusades largely failed as military vendures, they encouraged
the reintegration of western Europe into the larger economy of
the eastern hemisphere.

Saladin (SAHL-uh-din}




