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Whether Homer really lived or not, the epics attributed to him deeply influenced the development of clas-
sical Greek thought and literature. The fliad offers a Greek perspective on a campaign waged by a band of -
Greek warriors against the city of Troy in Anatolia in the twelfth century B.c.E. The Odyssey recounts the :
experiences of the Greek hero Odysseus as he sails home after the Trojan War. The two works describe-
scores of difficulties faced by Greek warriors—not only battles with Trojans, but challenges by deities and -
monsters, conflicts among themselves, and psychological barriers to overcome. Between them, the two -
epics preserve a fich collection of stories. '

Quite apart from their significance as literary masterpieces, the fliad and the Odyssey attest to the fre-
quency and normalcy of travel, communication, and interaction in the Mediterranean basin. Already during
the second miliennium B.C.E., Phoenician merchants had established links betwsen lands and peopies at the
far ends of the Mediterranean Sea. During the classical era, however, the Mediterranean basin became much
more tightly integrated as Greeks, and later Romans, organized commercial exchanges throughout the
region. Under Greek and Roman supervision, the Mediterranean served not as a barrier but, rather, as a high-~
way linking Anatolia, Egypt, Greece, ltaly, France, Spain, north Africa, and even southern Russia, o

EARLY DEVELOPMENT OF GREEK SOCIETY

Humans inhabited the Balkan region and the Greek peninsula
from an early but indeterminate date. During the third millen-
nium B.C.E., they increasingly met and mingled with peoples
from different societies who traveled and traded in the
Mediterranean basin. As a result, early inhabitants of the
Greek peninsula built their societies under the influence of
Mesopotamians, Egyptians, Phoenicians, and others active in
the region. Beginning in the ninth century B.C.E., the Greeks

organized a series of city-states, which
served as the political context for the
development of classical Greek society.

Minoan and
Mycenasan Societies

% During the late third mil-
lennium B.C.E., a sophisticated society
arose on the island of Crete. Scholars
refer to it as Minean society, after
Minos, a legendary king of ancient
Crete. Between 2000 and 1700 B.C.E.,
the inhabitants of Crete built a series of
lavish palaces throughout the island,
most notably the enormous complex at
Knossos decorated with vivid frescoes
depicting Minoans at work and play.
These palaces were the nerve centers of
Minoan society: they were residences
of rulers, and they also served as store-
houses where officials collected taxes
in kind from local cultivators. Palace
officials devised a script known as

Minoan (mih-NOH-uhn)
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* desien. Minoan ships sailed to Greece,

‘Anatolia, Phoenicia, and Egypt, where
Cretan wine, olive oil, and wool were
exchanged for grains, textiles, and
manufactured goods. Archaeologists
‘have discovered pottery vessels used
a5 storage containers for Minoan wine
“and olive oil as far away as Sicily. After
600 B.C.E. Cretans established colo-
‘nies on Cyprus and many islands in the
‘Aegean Sea, probably to mine local
copper ores and gain better access 1o
-markets where tin was available.

Decine of Mincan Society  After
1700 B.C.E. Minoan society experi-
‘enced a series of earthquakes, volca-
“nic eruptions, and tidal waves. Most
“destructive was a devastating volca-
“pic eruption about 1628 B.C.E. on the
:island of Thera (Santorini} north of
‘Crete. Between 1600 and 1450 B.c.E.,
‘Minoans embarked on a new round
of palace building to replace struc-
tures destroyed by those natural
catastrophes: they built luxurious
“complexes with indoor plumbing and
“drainage systems and even furnished
‘some of them with flush toilets. After
1450 B.C.E., however, the wealth of
‘Minoan society attracted a series of
‘invaders, and Crete fell under foreign
‘domination. Yet the Minoan tradi-

Linear A, in which written symbols stood for syllables rathe
than words, ideas, vowels, or consonants. Although linguists
have not yet been able to decipher Linear A, it is clear that
Cretan administrators used the script to keep detailed records
of economic and commercial matters.

Between 2200 and 1450 B.C.E.,, Crete was a principal cen:
ter of Mediterranean commerce. Because of its geographic lo-
cation in the east-central Mediterranean, Crete received eaﬂy
influences from Phoenicia and Egypt. By 2200 B.c.E. Cretans
were traveling aboard advanced sailing craft of Phoenician

setilements,

The Lion Gate &t Mycenag illustrates the heavy
fortifications buift by Mycenaeans to protect thelr

tions of maritime trade, writing, and
‘construction deeply influenced the
.inhabitants of nearby Greece.

wean Soclsty Beginning about 2200 B.C.E., migra-
ory Indo-BEuropean peoples filtered over the Balkans and into
- the Greek peninsula. By 1600 B.C.E. they had begun to trade
with Minoan merchants and visit Crete, where they learned
about writing and large-scale construction. They adapted
- Minoan Linear A to their language, which was an early form
~of Greek, and devised a syllabic script known as Linear B.
After 1450 B.C.E. they also built massive stone fortresses and
palaces throughout the southern part of the Greek peninsula,
known as the Peloponnesus. Because the fortified sites offered
protection, they soon attracted settlers who built small agri-
cultural commumities. Their society is known as Mycenaean,
after Mycenae, one of their most important settlements.

From 1500 to 1100 B.c.E., the Mycenaeans expanded their
influence beyond peninsular Greece. They largely overpow-
ered Minoan society, and they took over the Cretan palaces,
where they established craft workshops. Archaeoclogists have
unearthed thousands of clay tablets in Linear B that came from

A magnificent fresco from the town of Akrotiri on the island of Thera depicts a busy harbor, showing
that Akrotiri fraded actively with Crete and other Minoan sites. The volcanic eruption of Thera about
1628 B.C.E. destroved Akrotir.
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the archives of Mycenaean rulers in
Crete as well as peninsular Greece.
The Mycenacans also established
settlements in Anatolia, Sicily, and
southern Ttaly.

Chaos in the Eastern Medi-
terranasn About 1200 B.c.E. the
Mycenaeans engaged in a conflict
with the city of Troy in Anatolia. This
Trojan war, which the poet Homer
recalled from a Greek perspective in
his Hiad, coincided with invasions of
foreign mariners—sometimes called
the “Sea Peoples”—in the Mycenaean
homeland. Indeed, from 1100 to
800 B.C.E. chaos reigned throughout
the eastern Mediterranean region. In-
vasions and civil disturbances made
it impossible to maintain stable gov-
ernments or even productive agricul-
tural societies. Mycenaean palaces
fell into ruin, the population sharply
declined, and people abandoned most
settlements. Many inhabitants of the
Greek peninsula fled to the islands of
the Aegean Sea, Anatolia, or Cyprus.
Writing in both Linear A and Linear B
disappeared. The boisterons charac-
ter of the era comes across clearly in
Homer’s works. Though set in an
earlier era, both the fiad and the
Odyssey reflect the tumultous cen-
turies after 1100 B.c.e. They portray a
society riven with conflict, and they
recount innumerable episodes of aggression, treachery, and
violence alongside heroic bravery and courage.

The World of the Polis

The Palis In the absence of a centralized state or empire,
local institutions took the lead in restoring political order in
Greece. The most important institution was the city-state, or
polis. The term polis originally referred to a citadel or forti-
fied site that offered refuge for local communities during
times of war or other emergencies. These sites attracted in-
creasing populations, and many of them gradually became
lively commercial centers. They took on an increasingly ur-
ban character and extended their authority over surrounding
regions. They levied taxes on their hinterlands and appropri-
ated a portion of the agricultural surplus to support the urban

Peloponnesus (pell-uh-puh-NEE-suhs)
Mycenaean (meye-seh-NEE-uhn)
polis (POH-lihs)
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population. By about 800 B.C.E. many poleis (the plural of
polis) had become bustling city-states that functioned as the
principal centers of Greek society.

The poleis took various political forms. Some differ-
ences reflected the fact that poleis emerged independently
and elaborated their traditions with little outside influence.
Others arose from different rates of economic development.
A few poleis developed as small monarchies, but most were
under the collective rule of Tocal notables who ruled as oli-
garchs. Some poleis fell into the hands of generals or ambi-
tious politicians—called “tyrants” by the Greeks—who
gained power by irregular means. (The tyrants were not

MAP 0.1

Classical Greece, 800-350 B.C.E.

Note the mountainous topography of the Greek peninsula and western
Anatolia.

To what extent did geography make land transportation difficult and
encourage Greeks fo venture into the Mediterranean Sea?
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necessarily oppressive despots: indeed, many of them were

extremely popular leaders. The term tyrant referred to their
routes to power rather than their policies.) The most impor-

tant of the poleis were Sparta and Athens, whose contrasting

constitutions illustrate the variety of political structures in"
classical Greece. '

Sparta Sparta was situated in a fertile region of the Pelo-
ponnesus. As their population and economy expanded during
the eighth and seventh centuries B.C.E., the Spartans progres-

sively extended their control over the Peloponnesus. In doing so,

they reduced neighboring peoples to the status of helots, ser-

vants of the Spartan state. Although they were not chattel -

slaves, the helots also were not free. They could form families,
but they could not leave the land. Their role in society was to::
provide agricultural labor and keep Sparta supplied with food.
By the sixth century B.C.E., the helots probably outnumbered
the Spartan citizens by more than ten to one. With their large °

subject population, the Spartans were able to cultivate the'

Peloponnesus efficiently, but they also faced the constant

bt

“ threat of rebellion. As a result, the Spartans
- devoted most of their resources to maintain-
~ing a powerful and disciplined military
“machine.

<Spartan citizens were equal in
~status. To discourage the develop-
“ ment of economic and social dis--

. extraordinarily austere lifestyle
- as a matter of policy. They did
not wear jewelry or elaborate
“ ¢clothes, nor did they pamper
_themselves with fuxuries or accu-
* mulate private wealth on a large scale.

" coins made of precious metals
" but, instead, vsed iron bars for
: money. It is for good reason,
" then, that the adjective spartan

- ized by simplicity, frugality, and
. austerity.

sparian Sociely In o theory,

tfinctions, Spartans observed an

They generally did not even circulate
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constituencies. Official positions were by no
means open to all residents: only free adult
males from Athens played a role in public
affairs, leaving foreigners, slaves, and
women with no direct voice in
government. In seeking to re-
solve social problems, Athenians
opened government offices to all
male citizens and broadened the
base of political participation in
classical Greece.

Athenian Society During the
seventh century B.C.E., an increasing

volume of maritime trade brought
prosperity to Attica, the region arcund
Athens. The principal beneficiaries of that
prosperity were aristocratic land-
owners, who also controlled the

refers to a lifestyle character-

instincts.

Athenian government. As their

A painted cup produced in Sparta about 550 5.C.E. depicts wealth grew, the aristocrats in-

hunters attacking a boar. Spartans ragarded hunting as an t creased their landholdings and
exarcise that helped to sharpen fighting skills and aggressive

cultivated them with greater ef-
ficiency. Owners of small plots

Distinction among the an-
cient Spartans came not by
wealth or social status, but by
prowess, discipline, and military talent, which the Spartan
educational system cultivated from an ecarly age. All boys
from families of Spartan citizens left their homes at age seven
and went to live in military barracks, where they underwent a
rigorous regime of physical training. At age twenty they began
active military service, which they continued until retirement.
Spartan authorities also prescribed vigorous physical exercise
for girls in hopes that they would bear strong children. When
they reached age eighteen to twenty, young women married
and had occasional sexual relations, but did not live with their
husbands. Only at about age thirty did men leave the barracks
and set up households with their wives and children.

By the fourth century B.C.E., Spartan society had lost
much of its ascetic rigor. Aristocratic families had accumu-
lated great wealth, and Spartans had developed a taste for
loxury in food and dress. Nevertheless, Spartan society stood
basically on the foundation of military discipline, and its insti-
tations both reflected and reinforced the larger society’s com-
mitment to military values. In effect, Sparta sought to maintain
public order—and discourage rebellion by the helots—by cre-
ating a military state that could crush any threat.

w#@ns In Athens as in Sparta, population growth and eco-
nomic development caused political and social strain, but the
Athenians relieved tensions by establishing a government
based on democratic principles. Whereas Sparta sought to
impose order by military means, Athens sought to negotiate
order by considering the interests of the polis’s various

could not compete and fell heav-
ily into debt. Competitive pres-
sures often forced them to sell
their_holdings to aristocrats, and debt burdens sometimes
overwhelmed them and pushed them into slavery.

By the early sixth century B.C.E., Aftica had a large and
growing class of people extremely unhappy with the struc-
ture of their society and poised to engage in war against their
wealthy neighbors. Many poleis that experienced similar
economic conditions suffered decades of brutal civil war
between aristocrais and less privileged classes. In Athens,
however, an aristocrat named Solon served as a mediator
between classes, and he devised a solution to class conflict in
Attica.

Solon and Athenian Democracy Solon forged a com-
promise between the classes. He allowed aristocrats to keep
their lands—rather than confiscate them and redistribute
them to landless individuals, as many of the less privileged
preferred—but he cancelled debts, forbade debt slavery, and
liberated those already enslaved for debt. To ensure that
aristocrats would not undermine his reforms, Solon also
provided representation for the common classes in the
Athenian government by opening the councils of the polis
to any citizen wealthy enough to devote time to public
affairs, regardless of his lineage. Later reformers went even
further. During the late sixth and fifth centurics B.C.E.,
Athenian leaders increased opportunitics for commoners to
participate in government, and they paid salaries to office-
holders so that financial hardship would not exclude anycne
from. service.
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The image of Perfcles, wearing a helmet that symbolizes his post as
Athenian leader, survives in a Roman copy of a Greek statue.

A

Fericies Those reforms gradually transformed Athens into
a more democratic state. The high tide of Athenian power
and prosperity came under the leadership of the statesman
Pericles. Though he was of aristocratic birth, Pericles was
the most popular Athenian leader from 461 B.c.E. until his
death in 429 B.c.5. He wielded enormous personal influence
in a government with hundreds of officeholders from the
common classes, and he supported building programs that
provided employment for thousands of construction workers
and laborers. Under the leadership of Pericles, Athens be-
came the most sophisticated of the poleis, with a vibrant
community of scientists, philosophers, poets, dramatists,
artists, and architects. Little wonder, then, that in a moment
of civic pride, Pericles boasted that Athens was “the educa-
tion of Greece.”

Pericles {PEH-rih-kleez}
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GREECE AND THE LARGER WORLD

As the poleis prospered, Greeks became increasingly promi-
nent in the larger world of the Mediterranean basin. They es-
tablished colonies along the shores of the Mediterranean and
the Black Sea, and they traded throughout the region. Eventu-
ally, their political and economic interests brought them into
conflict with the expanding Persian empire. During the fifth
century B.C.E., a round of intermittent war beiween the Greeks
and the Persians ended in stalemate, but in the next century
Alexander of Macedon toppled the Achaemenid empire.-
Indeed, Alexander built an empire siretching from India to
Egypt and Greece. His conquests created a vast zone of trade
and communication that encouraged commercial and cultural
exchange on an unprecedented scale.

Heraclea®:™
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Greek Colonization

By about 800 B.c.E. the poleis were emerging as centers of
political organization in Greece. During the next century in-
creasing population strained the resources available in the
rocky and mountainous Greek peninsula. To relieve popula-
tion pressures, the Greeks began to establish colonies in other
parts of the Mediterranean basin. Between the mid-eighth and’
the late sixth centuries B.C.E., they founded more than four
hundred colonies along the shores of the Mediterranean Sea
and the Black Sea. '
The Greeks established their first colonies in the central
Mediterranean during the early eighth century B.C.E. The most.
popular sites were Sicily and southern Italy, particularly the.
region around modern Naples, which was itself originally a:
Greek colony called Neapolis (“new polis”). These colonies
provided merchants not only with fertile fields that yielded
large agricultural surpluses but also with convenient access to
the copper, zinc, tin, and iron ores of central Italy. By the sixth -
century B.C.E., Greek colonies dotted the shores of Sicily and
southern Italy, and more Greeks lived in these colonies than in
the Greek peninsula itself. By 600 B.c.E. the Greeks had ven-
tured even farther west and established the important colony of
Massilia (modern Marseilles) in what is now southern France. |

# Greek colonies

MAP 10.2
Classical Greece and the Mediterranean basin, 800-500 s.c.E.
Al the Greek colonies were located on the coastlines of the Mediterranean Sea and the Black Sea.

in what ways did the colonies serve as links belween Greece and the larger Mediterranean region?

western Mediterranean, these regions were home mostly to
small-scale agricultural societies organized by clans. As Greek
merchants brought wealth into these societies, local clan leaders
built small states in areas such as Sicily, southern Italy, southem
France, the Crimean peninsula, and southem Russia where trade
was especially strong. Thus Greek colonization
had important political and social effects
throughout the Mediterranean basin.

" government so much as an ad hoc response of individual poleis
o popualation pressures. Colonies often did not take guidance
from the poleis from which their settlers came but, rather, relied
- on their own resources and charted their own courses.

: of Greek Colonization Nevertheless,
- Greek colonization sponsored more cormmuni-
cation, interaction, and exchange than ever
before among Mediterranean lands
and peoples. From the early eighth
century B.C.E., colonies facilitated
_trade between their regions and
the poleis in peninsular Greece
and Anatolia. At the same
time, colonization spread
Greek language and cultural
traditions throughout the Med-
iterranean basin. Moreover, the
Greek presence quickened the
tempo of social life, especially

in the western Mediterranean
and the Black Sea. Except for

a few urban districts surround-
ing Phoenician colontes in the

Gareelk Colonies Greek colonies arose also in the eastern
Mediterranean and the Black Sea. Hundreds of islands in the
Aegean Sea beckoned to a maritime people such as the Greeks.
Colonists also settled in Anatolia, where their Greek cousins -
had established communities during the centuries of political
turmoil after 1100 B.c.E. During the eighth and seventh centu-
ries B.C.E., Greeks ventured into the Black Sea in farge num-
bers and established colonies all along its shores. These
settlements offered merchants access to rich supplies of grain,
fish, furs, timber, honey, wax, gold, and amber as well as
slaves captured in southern Russia and transported to markets
in the Mediterranean.

Unlike their counterparts in classical Persia, China, and _
India, the Greeks did not build a centralized imperial state.:
Greek colonization was not a process controlled by a central

Conflict with Persia

During the fifth century B.C.E.,
their links abroad brought
the poleis of the Greek penin-
sula into direct conflict with
the Persian empire in a long
struggle known as the Persian
Wars (500-479 B.C.E.). As
the Persian emperors Cyrus
and Darius 1 tightened their
grip on Anatolia, the Greek
cities on the Tonian coast
became increasingly restless.
In 500 B.c.E. they revolted

Two Greek ships under sail, painted on a Greek kylix cup, powered by
sails and oars.
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against Persian rule and expelled the Achaemenid administrators.
In support of their fellow Greeks and commercial partners, the
Athenians sent a fleet of ships to aid the Tonian effort. Despite
that gesture, Darius repressed the lonian rebellion by 493 B.C.E.

The Persian Wars To punish the Athenians and forestall
future interference in Persian affairs, Darius then mounted a
campaign against peninsular Greece. In 490 B.C.E. he sent an
army and a fleet of ships to attack Athens. Although greatly
outnumbered, the Athenians routed the Persian army at the
battle of Marathon and then marched back to Athens in time
to fight off the Persian fleet.

Ten years later Darius’s successor, Xerxes, decided to
avenge the Persian losses. In 480 B.C.E. he dispatched a force
consisting of perhaps one hundred thousand troops and a fleet
of one thousand ships to subdue the Greeks. After being
famously delayed by Spartan troops at Thermopylae, the
Persian army succeeded in capturing and burning Athens, but
a Greek fleet led by Athenians shattered the Persian navy at
the battle of Salamis. Xerxes himself viewed the conflict from
a temporary throne set up on a hillside overlooking the narrow
strait of water between Athens and the island of Salamis. The
following year a Greek force at Plataea routed the Persian
army, whose survivors retreated to Anatolia.

Greeks and Persians continued to skirmish intermittently
for more than a century, although their conflict did not expand
into full-scale war. The Persian rulers were unwilling to invest
resources in the effort to conquer small and distant Greece,
and after Xerxes’ reign they faced domestic problems that
prevented them from undertaking foreign adventures. For
their part, the Greeks had neither the resources nor the desire
to challenge the Persian empire, and they remained content
with maintaining their independence.

The Delian League Once the Persian threat subsided,
however, serious conflict arose among the Greek poleis them-
selves. After the Persian Wars, the poleis created an alliance
known as the Delian League to discourage further Persian
actions in Greece. Because of its superior fleet, Athens be-
came the leader of the alliance. In effect, Athens supplied the

Thermopylae (ther-MOP-ih-lee)
Thucydides (thoo-SID-ih-deez)

league’s military force, and the other poleis con-

tributed financial support,-which went largely to
.| the Athenian treasury. Indeed, those contributions
financed much of the Athenian bureaucracy and the .
vast construction projects that employed Athenian
workers during the era of Pericles’ leadership. In
the absence of a continuing Persian threat, however,
the other poleis resented having to make contribu-
tions that seemed to benefit only the Athenians.

The Peloponnesian War Ultimately, the ten-
sions resulted in a bitter and destructive civil conflict known as
the Peloponnesian War (431-404 B.c.E). Both in peninsular
Greece and throughout the larger Greek world, poleis divided
into two armed camps under the leadership of Athens and
Sparta, the most powerful of the poleis and the principal con-
tenders for hegemony in the Greek world. The fortunes of war
favored first one side, then the other, but by 404 B.c.E. the Spar-
tans and their allies had forced the Athenians to unconditional
surrender. Sparta’s victory soon generated new jealousies,
however, and conflicts broke out again. During the decades
following Athenian surrender, hegemony in the Greek world .
passed to Sparta, Thebes, Corinth, and other poleis.

The Peloponnesian War was both a debilitating and a
demoralizing conflict. The historian Thueydides wrote a de-
tailed history of the war, and even though he was himself a
loyal native of Athens, he did not hide the fact that Athenians
as well as other parties to the conflict adopted brutal tactics. |
Athenians bullied smaller communities, disregarded the inter- -
ests and concerns of other poleis, insisted that allies resolutely
toe the Athenian line, and subjected insubordinate communi-
ties to severe punishments. When the small island of Melos
refused to acknowledge the authority of Athens, for example,
Thucydides reported that Athenian forces conquered the is- -
land, massacred all the men of military age, and sold the
women and children into slavery. As a result of that and other .
atrocities, Athens lost its reputation as the moral and intellec-
tual leader of the Greek people and gained notoriety as an
arrogant, insensitive imperialist power. Meanwhile, as the
Peloponnesian War divided and weakened the world of the
Greek poleis, a formidable power took shape to the north.

Pericles arganized the construction of numerous marble buildings, partly with funds collected from polais belonging to the Dellan Leagus. Most notable of his
projects was the Parthenan, located at the top of the Acropolis (the elevated fartress overlooking Athens). A tempie dedicated to the goddess Athena, the
Parthenon symbolizes the prosperity and grandeur of classical Athens.

moved into northern Greece, annexing poleis and their sur-
rounding territories. The poleis recognized the Macedonian
threat, but the Peloponnesian War had poiscned the atmo-
sphere so much that the poleis could
not agree to form an alliance against
Philip. Thus, as he moved into
Greece, Philip faced nothing more
than small forces patched together by
shifting and temporary alliances, By
338 B.C.E. he had overcome all orga-
nized resistance and brought Greece
under his control.

natoral resources in exchange for olive oil, wine, and finished
products. Macedonian political and social elites, who con-
trolled trade from their side of the border, became well ac-
quainted with Greek merchants and
their society.

Y

1 of Mecesdon During the
reign of King Philip IT (359-336 B.C.E),
Macedon underwent a thorough trans-
formation. Philip built a powerful
military that enabled him to overcomne
the traditional clans and make himself
the ruler of Macedon. His military
force featured an infantry composed
of small landowners and a cavaley
staffed by aristocrats holding large es-
tates. During the fourth century B.C.E.,
both elements proved to be hardy, well
trained, and nearly invincible.

When Philip had consolidated
his hold on Macedon, he turned his
attention to two larger prizes: Greece
and the Persian empire. During the
years following 350 B.c.E., Philip

The Macedonians
and the Coming of Empire

The Kingdom of Macedon Until the fourth century
B.C.E., the kingdom of Macedon was a frontier state north of
peninsular Greece. The Macedonian population consisted
partly of cultivators and partly of sheepherders who migrated
seasonally between the mountains and the valleys. Although
the Macedonians recognized a king, semiautonomous clans
controlled political affairs.

Proximity to the wealthy poleis of Greece brought change
to Macedon. From the seventh century B.C.E., the Greek cities
traded with Macedon. They imported grain, timber, and other

flexander of Macedon Philip
intended to use his conguest of
Greece as a launching pad for an in-
vasion of Persia. He did not have the
opportunity to carry out his plans,
however, because he was assassi-
nated by one of his bodyguards in
336 B.c.E. The invasion of Persia thus
fell to his son, the young Alexander
of Macedon, often called Alexander
the Great.

Wearing a lion skin around his head, Alexander the
warrlor plunges into battle with Persian forces in
this carving on a stone sarcophagus.
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Alexander's Qonguasts At the age of twenty, Alexander
succeeded Philip as ruler of an expanding empire. He soon
began to assemble an army of about forty-eight thousand
men to invade the Persian empire. Alexander was a brilliant
strategist and an inspired leader, and he inherited a well-
equipped, well-disciplined, highly spirited veteran force
from his father. By 333 B.c.E. Alexander had subjected Tonia
and Anatolia to his control; within another year he held
Syria, Palestine, and Egypt; by 331 B.C.E. he controlled
Mesopotamia and prepared to invade the Persian homeland.

MAP 10.2

Alexander’s empire, ca. 323 b.C.E

Compare the boundaries of Alexander's empire with those of ihe
Achaemenid empire as depicted in Map 7.1,

What polttical mechanisms dlid Alexander put in place to govern his
extensive empire?

o Rldck Sea

SR _'.M fos

Alexander's empire

=g Alexander’s route

The Formation of Classical Societies, ca, 500 B.C.E. to ca. 500 C.E.

He took Pasargadae and burned the Achaemenid palace at
Persepolis late in 331 B.C.E., and he pursued the dispirited
Persian army for another year until the last Achaemenid
ruler fell to an assassin. Alexander established himself as th
new emperor of Persia in 330 B.C.E.

By 327 B.c.E. Alexander had larger ambitions: he took
his army into India and crossed the Indus River, entering
the Punjab. He subjected local rulers and probably would:
have continued to campaign in India except that his troops
refused to proceed any farther from home. By 324 B.C.E.
Alexander and his army had returned to Susa in Mesopotamia,
where they celebrated their exploits in almost continuous |
feasting. Alexander busied himself with plans for govern
ing his empire and for conducting further explorations. In
June of 323 B.C.E., however, after an extended round of :
feasting and drinking, he suddenly fell i1l and died at age .
thirty-three. '

During the course of a meteoric career, Alexander proved
to be a brilliant conqueror, but he did not live long enough to -

ne of the earlrest surwvmg accounts of Alexanders ife and
reer is that of Flaviiis Arrianus Xeno,ohon better known as,
rridin: Al.'though Greek Aman served in the arnmies of the early
"oman em,orre and developed a strong interest’ m mn'rtary hrstory
hout the mrddle of the second century CE, he composed hrs
work on Alexander drawrng on contemporary accounts that no"
nger survrve Here he assesses Alexanders character :

nce, and & keen rntellect he was brave and’ adventurous stnct'
n the observance of his rellgrous duties; and hungry for fame

is men; “of f|ll|ng them with confidence, and, in the moment of-

guard and both his word and his'bond were iviolable. Spend—

ithout stlnt for the beénefit of his friends.

“that such’ errors. were very heinous, if the' mrcumstances are
‘taken fairly into consideration. For, after all, he was young; the
‘chain of his successes was: Unbroken, and, like all kings, past,
: present and fo. come, he was surrounded by courtrers who
“spoke to please; regardless of what evil their words might: do.
“'On . the other hand, I do- mdeed Know that Alexander, of all the.

: to be sorry for hrs mrstakes
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A rrerr en the @haraster sf raleaander ef | 'aeeden

'-Alexanders generals who composed an account of the con
-} 'queror that was avarlable to. Arrian” but that does. not surwve]

ost temperate inthe pleasures of the body, his passwn was for

jlory only, and in that he was- insatiable: He had an uncanny m--_' :

stinct for. the nght COUIrse : in & dlfflcult and oomplex srtuatlon i
- tinents [E d A h d thi f hi

nd was most happy in hrs deductlons from observed facts In i inents [Europe an S'a] who sprea e power of his. name.

arming and equplng troops and i in his mllltary dISpOSIt!OI‘IS he -

as always masterly: Nable mdeed was “his power ‘of msp:nng

danger of sweeprng away thelr fear by the spectacle of his own o
earlessness When risks-had to be taken he took them wrth the .

- utmost boldness and his abrlrty to serze the moment for'a swift
blow, before hIS enemy ‘had any susp10|on of what was comlng,
was beyond prarse No cheat or liar-ever caught him off hrs

ng but Irttle ‘on hrs own pleasures he poured out h|s money
Doubtless in the passion of the moment Alexander some: '

es erred it is frue that he took some steps towards the pamp. :
Cand arrogance of the' Asrahc kmgs but.1, at least, cannot feel'_

:monarchs of old, was the only one who had the noblhty of heart
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L As for h|s reputed heavy dnnkrng, Anstoboulos [one of

declares that his dnnk;ng Bouts: were prolonged rot for their

L own: sake——for he was never, in ‘fact, a heavy drlnker—but simply.
e because he enjoyed the compamonshlp of his fnends

- Anyone who bellttles Alexander has no nght to do so'on the"

: evrdence only. of what merits censure.iri him; he:must base h|s_

‘criticism on a comprehensrve view of his whole life and career.
" But.let such.a person if. blackguard Alexander ‘he rust; first
_"compare hlrhself with the objeot of his abuse himself; S0 mean
and obscure and confrontlng hrm the great ng with. his un-
v paralleled worldly success the undlsputed monarch of two con-

over all the'earth: Wlll he dare 10 abuse hlrn then when he knows'

.- his’ own l:tt!eness and. the' tnvraltty of hIS own purswts Wthl’l :
: even SO, prove 100 muoh for hIS abrl:ty'? R

ltis my belief that there was in those d'ays no natlon no olty,
no. smgle rndlwdual beyond the reach of Alexander s nams;

" never in all the world was there another Ilke him and therefore i

'cannot but feel that some’ power more than human was con-
: cemed in hig' brrth indications of this were, moreover; said to be :
; prowded at the fime of his death by oracles mahy peopie saw.
~ visions and had praphetic dreams; and there is the further evi-.
: derice of the extraordmary way in which he is held, as no mere:
‘man could be in: “honour and remembranoe Even today, when

80 many years have passed; there have been oracles aIl tendlng _

Cto hls glory, delivered to the people of Maoedon

. For Fsrt%‘aer geﬁschen

| Ori the basis of Arrian’s charactenzatlon do you thrnk
- Alexander had strong potential to become an effechve
governor as weEI asa talented oonqueror’>

E Source: Arrian‘. The Campa.r‘gns of A.'e)rander. Trans. by Aubrey de-

Sélincourt. Rev. by J. R. Hamilton. Lerdan: Penguin, 1971, pp. 395-98.

construct a genuine state for his vast realm or to develop a
system of administration. He established cities throughout the
lands he conquered and reportedly named about seventy of
them Alexandria in his own honor. Alexander also toyed with
some intriguing ideas about governing his empire, notably a
scheme to marry his officers to Persian women and create a
new ruling class of Greek, Macedonian, and Persian ancestry,
but his carly-death prevented him from turning that plan into a
coherent policy. So fong as he lived, he relied on established

Ardbian Sea-

institutions such as the Persian satrapies to administer the
lands he conquered.

The Hellenistic Empires

When Alexander died, his generals jockeyed for position in
hopes of taking over choice parts of his realm, and by 275 B.C.E.
they had divided the empire into three large states. Antigonus
took Greece and Macedon, which his Antigonid successors
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CUBlack Sea

Antigonid empire

Ptolemaic empire

Seleucid empire

MAP 10.4
The Hellenistic empires, ca. 275 B.c.E.
Note the diiferences in size between the three Hellenistic empires.

Consider the geographic conditions, political challenges, and :
economic pofential of the three empires.

ruled until the Romans established their authority in the
eastern Mediterranean during the second century B.C.E.
Ptolemy took Egypt, which the Ptolemaic dynasty ruled un-
til the Roman conquest of Egypt in 31 B.C.E. Seleucus took
the largest portion, the former Achaemenid empire stretch-
ing from Bactria to Anatolia, which his Seleucid successors
ruled until the Parthians displaced them during the second
cenfury B.C.E.

The Hellenistic Era Historians refer to the age of Alexander
and his successors as the Hellenistic age—an era when Greek
cultural traditions expanded their influence beyond Greece
(Hellas) to a much larger world. During the centuries be-

Part2 # The Formation of Classical Societies, ca. 500 8.c.E. to ca. 500 c.E.

CArvabianSea-

tween Alexander’s death and the expansion of the Roman
empire in the eastern Mediterranean, the Hellenistic empires
governed cosmopolitan societies and sponsored interactions
between peoples from Greece to India. Like imperial states in
classical Persia, China, and India, the Hellenistic empires
helped to integrate the economies and societies of distant
regions. They facilitated trade, and they made it possible for
beliefs, values, and religions to spread over greater distances
than ever hefore.

The Amigonid Empire Although the Antigonid realm of
Greece and Macedon was the smallest of the Hellenistic em-
pires, it benefited handsomely from the new order. There was
continual tension between the Antigonid rulers and the Greek
cities, which sought to retain their independence by formin,
defensive leagues that stoutly resisted Antigonid efforts to
control the Greek peninsula. The poleis often struck bargaing
with the Antigonids, offering to recognize their rule in ex-
change for tax relief and local autonomy. Internal social ten-
sions also flared, as Greeks wrestled with the perennial

A
“capital of Alexandria. Founded by Alexander at the mouth of
:the Nile, Alexandria served as the Ptolemies’ administrative
_headquarters, but it became much more than a bureaucratic
“center. Alexandria’s enormous harbor was able to accommo-
“date 1,200 ships simultaneously, and the city soon became the
- most important port in the Mediterranean. Its wealth attracted
‘migrants from all parts of the Mediterranean basin and be-
“yond. Alongside Greeks, Macedonians, and Egyptians lived

:nroblemn of land and its equitable distribution. Yet cities such
“as Athens and Corinth flourished during the Helenistic era as
‘enormous volumes of trade passed through their ports. More-
“over, the overpopulated Greek peninsula sent large numbers
“of colonists to newly founded cities, especially in the Seleucid

mpire.

The Plolemaic Empire Perhaps the wealthiest of the Hel-
‘lenistic empires was Ptolemaic Egypt. Greek and Macedonian
overlords did not interfere in Egyptian society, but contented
‘themselves with the efficient organization of agriculture, in-
“dustry, and tax collection. They maintained the irrigation net-
- works and monitored the cultivation of crops and the payment
“of taxes. They also established royal monopolies over the
“most lucrative industries, such as textiles, salt making, and the
“brewing of beer.

sardria Much of Egypt’s wealih fiowed to the Ptolemaic

izable communities of Phoenicians, Jews, Arabs, and

‘Babylonians. The city was indeed an early megalopolis, where
‘peoples of different ethnic, religious, and cultural traditions
‘conducted their affairs. Under the Ptolemies, Alexandria also
- became the cultural capital of the Hellenistic world. Tt was the

site of the famous Alexandrian Museum—a state-financed

“institute of higher learning where philosophical, literary, and

scientific scholars carried on advanced research—and of the
equally famous Alexandrian Library, which supported the
scholarship sponsored by the rouseum and which, by the first
century B.C.E., boasted a collection of more than seven hun-
dred thousand works.

The Seleucid Empire It was in the Seleucid realm, how-
ever, that Greek influence reached its greatest extent. The
principal channels of that influence were the numerous cities
that Alexander and his successors founded in the former
Persian empire. Most of them were small settlements intended
to serve as fortified sites or administrative centers, though
some developed into thriving commercial centers. Greek and
Macedonian colonists flocked to these citics, where they
joined the ranks of irnperial bureaucrats and administrators.
Though few in number compared with the native popula-
tions, the colonists created a Mediterranean-style urban soci-
ety that left its mark on lands as distant as Bactria and Tndia.
Emperor Ashoka of India had his edicts promulgated in Greek
and Aramaic, the two most commonly used languages of the
Hellenistic empires.
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Greeks in Baclria Archaeological excavations have thrown
considerable light on one of those Greek settlements—the
Hellenistic colony at Ai Khanom on the Oxus River in ancient
Bactria {modern-day Afghanistan). The colony at Ai Khanum
was founded either by Alexander of Macedon or by Seleucus
shortly after Alexander’s death. As an important part of the
Seleucid empire, Bactria was in constant communication with
Greece and the Mediterranean world. After about 250 B.C.E.
the governors of Bactria withdrew from the Seleucid empire
and established an independent Greek kingdom. Excavations
at Ai Khanum show that the colony’s inhabitants spoke the
Greek language, dressed according to Greek fashions, read
Greek literature and philosophy, and constructed buildings
and produced works of art in Greek styles. At the same time,
while honoring Greek gods at Greek shrines, residents of
Ai Khanum also welcomed Persian and central Asian deities
into their midst. Indeed, some Greeks even converted to
Buddhism. Most prominent of the converts was King
Menander, who ruled in Bactria approximately 135 to 130
B.C.E. In many ways, like the Achaemenids before them, the
Hellenistic ruling classes constituted a thin, supervisory ve-
neer over long-established societies that largely continued to
observe inherited customs. Nevertheless, like classical states
in Persia, China, and India, the Hellenistic empires brought
distant lands into interaction by way of trade and cultural
exchange.

THE FRUITS OF TRADE:
GREEK ECONOMY AND SOCIETY

The geography of the Greek peninsula posed difficult chal-
lenges for its inhabitants: its mountainous terrain and rocky
soil vielded only small harvests of grain, and the southern
Balkan mountains hindered travel and communication. In-
deed, until the construction of modern roads, much of Greece
was more accessible by sea than by land. As a result, carly
Greek society depended heavily on maritime trade.

Trade and the Integration
of the Mediterranean Basin

Travie Although it produced little grain, much of Greece is
ideally suited to the cultivation of olives and grapes. After the
establishment of the poleis, the Greeks discovered that they
could profitably concentrate their efforts on the production of
olive oil and wine. Greek merchants traded these products
around the Mediterranean, returning with abundant supplies
of grain and other items as well.

Ptolemaic (TAWL-oh-may-ihk)
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By the early eighth century B.C.E., trade
had generated considerable prosperity in
the Greek world. Merchants and mariners
linked Greek communities throughout the ' \
Mediterranean world—mnot only those in
the Greek peninsula but also those in Anatolia,
the Mediterranean islands, and the Black Sea. The pop-
ulations of all these communities grew dramatically,
encouraging further colonization. In the colonies,
merchants offered Greek olive oil and wine for
local products. Grain came from Egypt, Sicily,
and southern Russta, salted fish from Spain and
Black Sea lands, timber and pitch from Macedon,
tin from Anatolia, and slaves from Egypt and Russia.
Merchant ships with a capacity of four hundred tons
were common in the classical Mediterranean, and a
few vessels had a capacity of one thousand tons. Some
cities, such as Athens and Corinth, relied more on
commerce than on agriculture for their livelihood
and prosperity. '

tests

Commercial and Bconomic Organi-
zation Large volumes of trade promoted
commercial and economic organization
in the Mediterranean basin. In Greece,

The Formation of Classical Societies, ca. 500 B.C.E. to ¢a. 500 ¢.E.

factory in fourth-century Athens employed 120 slaves in the
manufacture of shields. Throughout the trading world of the
Mediterranean basin, entrepreneurs established smal

munities. Greeks from all parts gathered period-
ically to participate in panhellenic festivals that
reinforced their common bonds. Many of those
festivals featured athletic, literary, or musical con-

their polis.
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businesses and offered their wares in the __
larger market.

Panhelienic Festivals Trade links be-
tween the Greek cities and their colonieg
contributed to a sense of a larger Greek coms-
munity. Colonists recognized the same gods as
their cousins in the Greek peninsula. They
spoke Greek dialects, and they maintained
commercial relationships with their native com-

Family and Society

“Homer's works portrayed a society composed of heroic war-
‘riors and théir outspoken wives. Strong-willed human beings
‘clashed constantly with one another and sometimes even de-
fied the gods in pursuing their interests. These aggressive and
asserfive characters depended on less flamboyant individuals
‘to provide them with food and other necessities, but Homer
‘had no interest in discussing the humdrum lives of farmers
‘and their families.

in which individuals sought to win glory for

The Clympic Games Best known of the pan-
hellenic festivals were the Olympic Games.
According to tradition, in 776 B.C.E. Greek
communities from all parts of the Mediter-

ranean sent their best athletes to the po-

3

piriarchal Society With the

[

for example, shipowners, merchants,
and moneylenders routinely formed
partnerships to spread the risks of com-
mercial ventures, Usually, a merchant
borrowed money from a banker or an
individual to purchase cargo and rented
space from a shipowner, who trans-
ported the goods and returned the prof-
its to the merchant. In the event of a shipwreck, the contract
became void, leaving both the merchant and the lender to
absorb their losses.

The production of cultivators and manufacturers filled
the holds of Mediterranean merchant vessels. Manufactur-
ers usually operated on a small scale, but there are records
of pottery workshops with upwards of sixty employees. One

to Myron (¢, 450 B.C.E) captures the
athlete’s powerful muscular motion and

human body and athlstic endeavor.

~Reverberations of Q @ ¢
. Long-Distance Trade Networks

Greeks traveled long distances, both by land and by sea, to trade
during the Hellenistic era. As trade circulated between Greece and the
many and growing Greek colonies, Greek language, cultural traditions,
and political structures accompanied material items such as wine,
slaves, and timber. Consider whether nonmaterial or material items
were more important agents of change over the long term in Greek
long-distance trade networks.

The Diskobolos, or discus thrower, attributed

illustrates the Gresks' appreciation for the

years for more than a millennium before quietly disappearing
from Greek life. So, although.they were not united politically, -
by the sixth century B.c.E. Greek communities had neverthe--
less established a sense of collective identity.

During the Hellenistic era, trade drew the Greeks into
an even larger woild of commerce and communication as
colonists and traders expanded the range of their operations

‘establishment of poleis in the
eighth century B.C.E., the nature of
‘Greek family and society came into
‘clearer focus. Like urban societies
in southwest Asia and Anatolia, the
Greek poleis adopted strictly patri-
archal family structures. Male fam-
ily heads ruled their househoids,
and fathers even had the right to
decide whether to keep infants born
to their wives. They could not le-
gally kill infants, but they could
abandon newborns in the mountains
or the countryside where they would
soon die of exposure unless found and
rescued by others.

Greeck women fell under the au-
thority of their fathers, husbands, or
sons. Upper-class women living in po-
leis spent most of their time in the fam-
- 1ly home, and they ventured outside in
the company of servants or chaperones
and often wore veils to discourage the
atiention of men from other families. In
most of the poleis, women could
not own landed property, but they

lis of Olympia to engage in contests of
speed, strength, and skill. Events in--
cluded footracing, long jump, boxing,
wrestling, javelin tossing, and discus
throwing. Winners of events received ol-
ive wreaths, and they became celebrated
heroes in their home poleis. The ancient
Olympic Games took place every four

throughout Alexander’s empire and the realms
that succeeded him. Caravan trade linked Persia
and Bactria to the western regions of the Helle-
nistic world. Dependent on horses and donkeys,
caravans could not transport heavy or bulky
goods but, rather, carried luxury products such
as gems and jewelry, perfumes and aromatic
oils. These goods all had high value relative to
weight so that merchants could feed themselves *
and their animals, pay the high costs of overland .

priestess of a religious cult. Sparta was some-
thing of a special case when it came to gender
relations: there women participated in athletic
contests, went about town by themselves, joined
in public festivals, and sometimes even took up
arms to defend the polis. Even in Sparta, how-
ever, men were family authorities, and men alone
determined state policies.

Sappho Literacy was common among upper-
class Greek women, and a few women earned
reputations for literary talent. Most famous of
them was the poet Sappho, who composed nine
volumes of poetry around 600 B.C.E. Sappho, probably a
widow from an aristocratic family, invited young women into
her home-for instruction in music and literature. Critics
charged her with homosexual activity, and her surviving
verse speaks of her strong physical attraction to young
women. Greek society readily tolerated sexual refation-
ships between men but frowned on female homosexuality.
As a result, Sappho fell under a cloud of moral suspicion,
and only fragments of her poetry survive.
Aristocratic families with extensive landholdings could
afford to provide girls with a formal edu-
cation, but in less privileged families
all hands contributed to the welfare
of the household. In rural families,
men performed most of the outside
work and women took care of domes-
tic chores and wove wool textiles.
In artisan families living in the
poleis, both men and women of-
ten participated in businesses and
maintained stands or booths in the
marketplace.

Slavery Throughout the Greek world, as
in other classical societies, slavery was a
prominent means of mobilizing labor.
Slaves came from differing backgrounds.
Some were formerly free Greeks who en-
tered slavery because they could not pay
their debts. Many came from the ranks of
soldiers captured in war. A large number
came from the peoples with whom the
Greeks traded: slave markets at Black
Sea ports sold seminomadic Scythians
captured in Russia, and Egyptians pro-
vided African slaves from Nubia and
other southern regions,

Greek law regarded all slaves

transport, and still turn a profit. Traffic in bulk-
ier goods traveled the sea lanes of the Mediterra-
nean, the Red Sea, the Persian Gulf, and the "
Arabian Sea. '

sometimes operated small busi-
uesses such as shops and food
stalls. The only public position
open to Greek women was that of

c. 470B.C.E

The Greek poet Sappho depicted on an Attic red-figure vase

as the private chattel of their own-
ers, and the conditions of slaves’
lives depended on the needs and
the temperament of their owner.




210 Part2 % The Formation of Classical Societies, ca. 500 B.C.E. to ¢a. 500 C.E,

Physically powerful slaves with no special skills most often
provided heavy labor in mines or on the estates of large land-
holders. Other unskilled slaves worked at lighter tasks as do-
mestic servants or caretakers of their owners’ children.
Educated slaves and those skilled at some craft or trade had
special opportunities. Their owners often regarded them as
economic investments, provided them with shops, and allowed
them to keep a portion of their earnings as an incentive and a
reward for efficient work.

In some cases, slaves with entrepreneurial talent suc-
ceeded weil enough in their businesses to win their freedom.
A slave named Pasion, for example, worked first as a porter
and then as a clerk at a prominent Athenian bank during the
late fifth and early fourth centuries B.c.E. Pasion developed
into a shrewd businessman who worked efficiently and turned
considerable profits for his masters, who in turn entrusted him
with greater responsibilities and rewarded him for successful
efforts. Ultimately, Pasion gained his freedom, took over
management of the bank, outfitted five warships from his
own pocket, and won a grant of Athenian citizenship.

THE CULTURAL LIFE
OF CLASSICAL GREECE

During the eighth and seventh centuries B.C.E., as
Greek merchants ventured throughout the Medi-
terranean basin, they became acquainted with the
sophisticated cultural traditions of Mesopotamia
and Egypt. They learned astronomy, science,
mathematics, medicine, and magic from the
Babylonians as well as geometry, medicine, and
divination from the Egyptians. They also drew
inspiration from the myths, religious beliefs, art
motifs, and architectural styles of Mesopotamia
and Egypt. About 800 B.C.E. they adapted the
Phoenician alphabet to their language: to the
Phoenicians’ consonants they added symbols for
vowels and thus created an exceptionally flexible
system for representing speech in written form.

Rational Thought and Philosophy

Greek Bolence and Mathematics Asearly
as the seventh century B.C.E., Greek thinkers in
the cosmopolitan cities of the lonian coast were
working with scientific and mathematical
knowledge that reached them from Mesopota-
mia and Egypt. They did not fully accept the
fanciful stories of the Greek myths, which at-
tributed creation of the world to the gods.
Rather, they inaugurated a tradition by which

Pasion (pahs-ee-on)
Socrates {(SAHK-rah-teez)

Tredition holds that Socrates
was not a physically atfractive
man, but this statue
gmphasizes his sincerity and
simplicity. Judging from his
clothing and posture, how
might the sculptor have
characterized Socrates?

Greek scientists relied on observable evidence, rationa
thought, and human reason to explain the world as the result
of natural processes. Thus, for example, the Ionian scientis
Thales accurately predicted an eclipse of the sun that too
place 28 May 585 B.C.E., and the Greek theorist Democritus
suggested that all physical matter was composed of indivisib]
particles that he called atoms. The Tonian mathematician
Pythagoras drew upon Babylonian ideas in developing a sys
tematic approach to mathematics, and the Athenian physician
Hippocrates worked to base medical practice on the under.
standing of human anatomy and physiclogy. Greek science
was remarkable for its reliance on human reason to under:
stand the world, and it served as a rich foundation for later:
scientific developments throughout the Mediterranean basin -
and beyond in both Christian Europe and the Muslim world.

m’ms %jsow o? ﬁ@aﬁz B

v of Athenian crtrzens After the jury had convicted him and
'ondemned him to o'eath Socrates reflected on the nature of
iath and reemphasized hrs commrtment to virtue rather than
o wealth or farme.. :

Greeak Philosephy Perhaps the most distinctive expression
of classical Greek thought was philosophy, which brought the -
power of reason to bear on human issues as well as the
natural world. The pivotal figure in the development of
philosophy was Socrates (470-399 B.C.E.), a thought-
ful and reflective Athenian driven by a powerful urge:
to understand human beings and human affairs in all.©
their complexity. During his youth, Socrates stud-
ied the ideas of the Greek scientists, but he ulti-
mately decided to focus his attention on human
affairs rather than the natural world. '

- did not even see any dreams, ahd had o compare with it aII the

h the others. If that is the nature of death, | for one count it a
ain. For then it appears that eternity is nothing more than a sin-
le night.

But if death is a journey to another place, and the common
belief be true, that all who have died dwell there, what good
.could be greater than this, my judges? Would a journey not be
worth taking if at the end of it, in the other world, we should be
‘released from the self-styled judges of this world, and should
ind the true judges who are said to sit in judgment below? . . . It
- would be an infinite happiness to cornverse with them, and to live
--with them, and to examine them. Assuredly there they do not put
-'men io death for doing that. For besides the other ways in which

Socrates Socrates did not commit his
thought to writing, but his disciple Plato later
composed dialogues that represented Socrates’
views. Nor did Socrates expound his views -
assertively: rather, he posed questions that en--
couraged reflection on human issues, particu-
larly on matters of ethics and morality. He
suggested that human beings could lead ethical
lives and that honor was far more important :
than wealth, fame, or other superficial attributes.

"ne of hrs ean'rest o'rafogues the Apoiogy, P.'ato offered an .' o
ecount of Socrates! defense of hrmself during his triaf before a-

\rid if we reflect in another Way we shall see that we may well. g
hope that death is a good thing: For the state of death is one of:
wo things: either the dead man Wholly ceases fo be and oses all. _
sensation; or, dccording to the common belief, it is a change and:

“migration of the soul ‘Unto another place. And if death is the. -
a'bsence of all sensation; like the sleep of one whose slumbers "
are unbrokeén by any dreams; it will be a wonderful gain. For if &
man had to select that night in which he slept so soundly that he:

er nights and days of his life, and then had to say how many -
days and nights in his life he had slept better and moré pleasantly”
Han this night; | think that a private person nay, even:the great. : -
g of Persia himself, would find thém easy to count, compared S
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they are happier than we are, t'hey are immortal, at least if the
‘common belief be true.

- And you too, 1udges 'must face cieath with & good courage

. and believe this as a truth, that no evil can happen to a goed
' - man, either in life, or after death. His fortunes are not neglected
" by the gods, and what has come to me today has not come by
“chance. | am persuaded that it is better for me t6 die now, and

1o be released from trouble. . . . And so | am hardly angry with

.. .my accusers, or with those who have condemned me to die. Yet
‘it was not with this mind that they accused me and condemned
- me, but rather they meant to do me an injury. Only to that'extent

do | find fault with them. -
Yet | have one request to make of them When my sons

:grow up, visit them with punishment, my friends, and vex them

in the same way that | have vexed you if they seem to you to care
for riches or for anything cther than virtue: and if they think that

- they are something when they are nothing at all, reproach them
" as | have reproached you for not caring for what they should and

for thinking that they are great men when in fact they are worth-
less. And if you will do this, | myself and my sons will have re-
ceived our deserts at your hands. :

But now the time has come, and we must go henoe i to die,
and you to live. Whether life or death is better is known to God,
and to God only.

For Further Reflection

# How does Socrates’ understanding of 'pérsonai morality
and its rewards compare and contrast with the Zoroastrian,
Buddhist, and Hindu views discussed in earlier chapters?

Source: F. J. Church, trans. The Trial and Death of Socrates, 2nd ed.
Londoen: Macmillan, 1888, pp. 76-78. (Translation slightly modified.)

He scorned those who preferred public acco- "
lades to personal integrity, and he insisted on the
need to reflect on the purposes and goals of life.
“The unexamined life is not worth living,” he -
held, implying that human beings had an obligation .-
to strive for personal integrity, behave honor-
ably toward others, and work toward the con-
struction of a just society.
In elaborating those views, Socrates of-

ten played the role of a gadfly who subjected
traditional ethical teachings to critical scim-
tiny, This tactic outraged some of his fellow
citizens, who brought him to trial on charges
that he encouraged immorality and corrupted -
the Athenian youths who joined him in the -
marketplace to discuss moral and ethical is-
sues. A jury of Athenian citizens dectded that -

Socrates had indeed passed the bounds of propriety and con-
demned him to death. In 399 B.C.E. Socrates drank a potion of
hemlock sap and died in the company of his friends.

Fiato Socrates” influence survived in the work of his most
zealous disciple, Plato (430-347 B.c.E), and in Plato’s disciple
Aristotle (384322 B.c.E). Inspired by his mentor’s reflections,
Plato elaborated a systematic philosophy of great subtlety. He
presented his thought in a series of dialogues in which Socrates
figured as the principal speaker. In the earliest dialogues, writ-
ten shortly after Socrates’ death, Plato largely represented his
mentor’s views. As time passed, Plato gradually formulated his
thought into a systematic vision of the wotld and human society.
The cotnerstone of Plato’s thought was his theory of Forms
or Ideas. Tt disturbed Plato that he could not gain satisfactory

intellectual control over the world. The quality of virtue, for
example, meant different things in different situations, as did
honesty, courage, truth, and beauty. Generally speaking, for
example, virtue required individuals to honor and obey their
parents. But if a parent engaged in illegal behavior, virtue re-
quired offspring to denounce the offense and seek punish-
ment. How was it possible, then, to understand virtue as an
abstract quality? In seeking an answer to that question, Plato
developed his belief that the world in which we live was not
the only world—indeed, it was not the world of genuine real-
ity, but only a pale and imperfect reflection of the world of
Torms or Ideas. Displays of virtue or other qualities in the

Aristotle (AHR-Ih-stot-uhl)
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A mosalc from the Italian town of Pompeli, near Naples, depics
Flato (standing at left) discussing philosophical issues with
students. Produced in the early first century ¢.£., this iflustration
testifies to the popularity of Greek philosophy in classical Roman
society.

world imperfectly reflected the ideal qualities. Only by
entering the world of Forms or Ideas was it possible
to understand the true nature of virtue and other quali-
ties. The secrets of that world were available only to
philosophers—those who applied their rational facul-
ties to the pursuit of wisdom.

Though abstract, Plato’s thought had important po-
litical and social implications. In his dialogue Republic,
for example, Plato sketched an ideal state that reflected
his philosophical views. Because philosophers were in
the best position to understand ultimate reality, and
hence to design policies in accordance with the Form or
Idea of justice, he held that the best state was one where
either philosophers ruled as kings or kings were them-
selves philosophers. In effect, then, Plato advocated an
mtellectual aristocracy: the philosophical elite would
rule, and other, less educated, classes would work at
functions for which their talents best suited them.

Aristodle During the generation after Plato, Aristotle elabo-
rated a systematic philosophy that equaled Plato’s work in its
long-term influence. Though originally a disciple of Plato,
Aristotle came io distrust the theory of Forms or Ideas, which
he considered artificial intellectual constructs unnecessary for
understanding the world. Unlike Plato, Aristotle believed that
philosophers could rely on their senses to provide accurate in-
formation about the world and then depend on reason to sort
out its mysteries. Like Plato, Aristotle explored the nature of
reality in subtle metaphysical works, and he devised rigorous
rules of logic in an effort to construct powerful and compelling
arguments. But he also wrote on biology, physics, astronomy,
psychology, politics, ethics, and literature. His work provided
such a coherent and comprehensive vision of the world that his
later disciples, the Christian scholastic philosophers of medie-
val Hurope, called him “the master of those who know.”

The Greek philosophers deeply influenced the develop-
ment of Buropean and Islamic cultural traditions. Until the
seventeenth century c.k., most European philosophers re-
garded the Greeks as intellectual anthorities. Christian and
Muslim theologians alike went to great lengths to harmonize
their religious convictions with the philosophical views of
Plato and Aristotle. Thus, like philosophical and religious fig-
ures in other classical societies, Plato and Aristotle provided a
powerful intellectual framework that shaped thought about
the world and human affairs for two millennia and more.

% The Formation of Classical Societies, ca. 500 p.c.E. to ¢ca. 500 ¢.E.

Popuiar Religion

Because most Greeks of the classical era did not have an ad-.
vanced education and did not chat with the philosophers on a
regular basis, they did not rely on systems of formal logie
when seeking to understand their place in the larger world.:
Instead, they turned to traditions of popular culture and popu-:
lar religion that shed fight on human nature and offered guid-
ance for human behavior.

Graek Delties The Greeks did not recognize a single, ex--
clusive, all-powerful god. Their Indo-European ancestors had
attributed supernatural powers to natural elements such as -
sun, wind, and rain. Over the course of the centuries, the
Greeks personified these powers and came to think of them as -
gods. They constructed myths that related the stories of the
gods, their relations with one another, and their roles in bring-
ing the world to its present state.

In the beginning, they believed, there was the formless
void of chaos out of which emerged the earth, the mother and
creator of all things. The earth then generated the sky, and
together they produced night, day, sun, moon, and other natu-
ral phenomena. Struggles between the deities led to bitter
heavenly battles, and ultimately Zeus, grandson of the earth
and sky gods, emerged as paramount ruler of the divine realm.
Zeus’s heavenly court included scores of subordinate deities -
who had various responsibilities: the god Apollo promoted
wisdom and justice, for example; the goddess Fortune brought -

nexpected opportunities and difficulties; and the Furies
reaked vengeance on those who violated divine law.

eligious Cults Like religious traditions in other lands,
veelk myths sought to explain the world and the forces that
hape it. They served also as foundations for religious cults
hat contributed to a powertul sense of community in classical
reece. Many of the ¢ulis conducted ritual observances that
ere open only to initiates. One especially popular cult known

‘a5 the Eleusinian mysteries, for example, sponsored a ritual

ommunity meal and encouraged initiates to observe high

“moral standards. .

S vs Lults Some cults admitted only women. Because
‘women could not participate in legal and political life, the

cults provided opportunities for them to play roles in society

outside the home. The fertility cult of Demeter, goddess of
“grain, excluded men. In honor of Demeter, women gathered

on a hill for three days, offered sacrifices to the goddess, and

‘took part in a celebratory feast. This event occurred in
‘October or November before the planting of grain and sought
‘to ensure bountiful harvests.

Thas Ol of Dionysus Women were also the most promi-
-nent devotees of Dionysus, the god of wing, alse known as
-Bacchus, although men sometimes joined in his celebration.
During the spring of the year, when the vines produced their
. fruit, devotees, called Bacchae, retreated into the hills to cele-
“brate Dionysus with song and dance. The dramatist Euripides

offered an account of one such Dionysian season in his play
The Bacchae. Buripides described the preparations for the fes-
tival and the celebrants’ joyful march to the mountains. Spirited
music and dance brought the devotees to such a state of frenzy
that they fell on a sacrificial goat--and also a man hiding in
the brush in an unwise effort to observe the proceedings—
ripped the victims apart, and presented them as offerings to
Dionysus. Though he was a skeptic who regarded much of
Greek religion as sham and hypocrisy, Euripides nonetheless
recognized that powerful emotional bonds held the Dionysian
community together.

During the fifth century B.C.E., as the poleis strengthened
their grip on public and political life, the religious cults be-
came progressively more tame. The cult of Dionysus, origi-
nally one of the most unrestrained, became one of the most
thoroughly domesticated. The venue of the rituals shifted
Trom the mountains to the polis, and the nature of the obser-
vances changed dramatically. Instead of emotional festivals,
the Dionysian season saw the presentation of plays that hon-
ored the traditions of the polis, examined relations between
humans and the gods, or reflected on problems of ethics and
morality.

“ragic Drema This transformation of Dionysus’s cult set the
stage for the emergence of Greek dramatic literature as dra-
matists composed plays for presentation at annual theatrical
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festivals. Of the thousands of plays written in classical Greece,
only a few survive: thirty-two tragedies and a dozen comedies
have come down to the present in substantially complete form.
Yet this small sample shows that the dramatists engaged audi-
ences in subtle reflection on complicated themes. The great
tragedians-—Aeschylus, Sophocles, and Euripides—whose
lives spanned the fifth century B.C.E., explored the possibilities
and limitations of human action. To what extent could human
beings act as responsible agents in society? What was their
proper role when they confronted the limits that the gods or
other humans placed on their activity? How should they pro-
ceed when the gods and human authorities presented them
with conflicting demands?

Comic dramatists such as Aristophanes also dealt with
serious issues of human striving and responsible behavior.
They took savage delight in lampooning the public and politi-
cal figures of their time. The comedians aimed to influence
popular attitudes by ridiculing the foibles of prominent public
figures and calling attention to the absurd consequences of
ill-considered action.

Heilenistic Philosophy and Religion

As the Hellenistic empires seized the political initiative in the
Mediterranean basin and eclipsed the poleis, Greck philoso-
phy and religion lost their civic character. Because the poleis
no longer controlled their destinies but, rather, figured as
small elements in a large administrative machine, residents
ceased to regard their polis as the focus of individual toyalties.
Instead, they inclined toward culturai and religious alterna-
tives that ministered to the needs and interests of individuals
living in a large, cosmopolitan society.

The Fellenistic Philosophers The most popular Helle-
nistic philosophers—the Epicureans, the Skeptics, and the
Stoics—addressed individual needs by searching for personal
tranquility and serenity. Epicureans, for example, identified
pleasure as the greatest good. By pleasure they did not mean
unbridled hedenism but, rather, a state of quiet satisfaction
that would shield them from. the pressures of the Hellenistic
world. Skepties refused to take strong positions on political,
moral, and social 1ssues because they doubted the possibility
of certain knowledge. Rather than engage in fruitless disputes,
they sought equanimity and left contentious issues to others.
The most respected and influential of the Hellenistic phi-
losophers were the Stoics, who considered all human beings
members of a universal family. Unlike the Epicureans and the
Skeptics, the Stoics did not seek to withdraw from the pres-
sures of the world. Rather, they taught that individuals had the
duty to aid others and lead virtuous lives. The Stoics believed

Bacchae (bahk-ee)

Aeschylus (ES-kuh-iuhs)
Epicureans {ehp-ih-KYCQOR-ee-uhns)
Stoics (STOH-ihks)
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that individuals could avoid anxieties caused by the pressures
of Hellenistic society by concentrating their attention strictly
on the duties that reason and nature demanded of them. Thus,
like the Epicureans and the Skeptics, the Stoics sought ways to
bring individuals to a state of inner peace and tranquility.

Religions of Salvation Although the philosophers’ doc-
trines appealed to educated elites, religions of salvation en-
Jjoyed surging popularity in Hellenistic society. Mystery
religions promised eternal bliss for initiates who observed their
rites and lived in accordance with their doctrines. Some faiths
spread across the trade routes and found followers far from
their homelands. The Egyptian cult of Osiris, for example,
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became popular because it promised salvation for those wh
led bonorable lives. Cults from Persia, Mesopotamia, Anatolia
and Greece also attracted disciples throughout the Hellenisti
world.

Many of the mystery religions involved the worship of a*
savior whose death and resurrection would lead the way to
eternal salvation for devoted followers. Some philosopher
and religious thinkers speculated that a single god might rule: .
the entire universe—just as Alexander and his successors gov--
erned enormous empires on earth—and that this god had a
plan for the salvation of all humankind. Like the Hellenistic::
philosophies, then, religions of salvation addressed the inter
ests of individuals searching for security in a complex world.:

Reign of Alexander of Macedon




