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IT3 KEY CONCEPTS

5.1.111: To facilitate investments at all levels: of industrial
production, financiers: developed ‘and ‘expanded various
financial institutions. :

5.2.Ik: Impetialism influenced state formation and. contraction
around the 'world.

5.3.1: The rise and diffusion’ of Enlightenment thought that
questioned established traditions in all areas. of life often
preceded. the' revolutions and rebellions “against existing
governments.

5.3.1: Beginning in the 18th century, peoples ‘around the
world developed a new sense of commoniality based on lan-
guage, religion; social customs, and territory.. These newly
imagined: national, communities linked this identity with the
borders of the state; while governmients used this idea to
unite diverse populations. ;

5.3.11I: Increasing’ discontent with imperial rule propelled
reformist and revolutionary movements.

5.3.IV: The global spread of Europeari political and social
thought and-the increasing number of rebellions-stimulated
new transnational ideologies and solidarities.

[T HISTORICAL THINKING

Contextualization Using the Declaration of the Rights of
Man and the Citizen (p. 644) and the Declaration of the Rights
of Woman and the Female Citizen (p. 656), analyze the spread
of Enlightenment ideals from privileged males to peoples of
other social ranks and conditions.

Causation Describe the immediate outcomes of the Atlantic

revolutions, including which had the most radical results and
which had the least.

[Tl CHAPTER FOCUS
“No taxation without representation!” and “liberty, eq
and fraternity!”’ were goals of ‘revolution; nationalism
reform=movements you will learn about in this chapte
derstand and follow the powetful Enlightenment idea:
became part of the language of most of the revolutions
radical concepts—such as.“all men are created equal”;
ple have the right to decide: their own government (pop
sovereignty); and people can and should remove any goy
ment that does not fulfill its responsibilities (social contrac
contradicted all conventional:European ideas of pattia
hierarchical, and- divine-right-based governments and s
ety. Economically, Scottish philosopher Adam Smith arg
that the only way to make a hation wealthy was to let en
preneurs compete with no rules or regulations.

Amidst these radical ideas, the revolutions in the Ameri
were started by educated European males whose primary. go
was independence:for political and. economic reasons:
French revolution, in all-its-.complexity, was also started by
ucated middle-class men who wanted political power éqi
lent to their social standing ‘and economic power in the Atia
world. The Haitian revolution began as a slave revolt and stan:
out as very different from the other revolutions. Enslaved pex
ple did not need a philosopher to explain the evils of slavery.

The process of fighting common enemies and winning,
combination with Enlightenment rhetoric and ideals, create
the modern notion of a nation and rationalism. As an eig
teenth and nineteenth century concept, a “nation” is made.j
of people with common ethnicity, religion, language, histor:
and culture. Perhaps most importantly; a “nation” shotl
govern itself. You will need to be able to follow the long-ten
implications of these ideas and evénts into the modem worl
of the twenty-first century. And it is important you realize that
the industrial revolution, discussed in the next chapter, takes
place simultaneously as the political revolutions here.

EYEWITNESS:

Olympe de Gouges
Declares the Rights
of Women

M arie Gouze was a French butch=
er's ‘daughter: who educated
herself before moving:to* Paris' and
marrying a junior army officer.-Under
the name Olympe de Gouges, she
won some fame-as a journalist, ac-~
tress,. and. playwright.. Gouges was
as flamboyant as she was talented,
and news of her well-publicized love
affairs scandalized Parisian society.
Gouges was also a revolutionary
and a strong advocate ‘of women’s
rights.' She responded enthusiasti-
cally when the French' revolution
broke out in July 1789, and she ap-
plauded. in August when' revolution-
ary leaders proclaimed freedom
and equality: for all citizens in the
Decilaration of the Rights of Man
and the Citizen. it soon became
clear, however, that in the view of
revolutionary: leaders, freedom and

Olympe de Gouges

‘ Liberty, personified as a woman, feads the French people in a famous pai (oh-LAHMP de gouj)

Ing by Eugéne Delacroix.
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equality pertained only to male citizens. They welcomed women’s contributions to the revolution but with-
held the right to vote and left women under the patriarchal authority of their fathers and husbands.

Gouges campaigned fervently to raise the standing of women in French society. She called for
more education and demanded that women share equal rights in family property. She challenged
patriarchal authority and appealed to Queen Marie Antoinette to use her influence to advance women's
rights. In 1791 Gouges published a Declaration of the Rights of Woman and the Female Citizen, which
claimed the same rights for women that revolutionary leaders had granted to men in August 1789. She
asserted that freedom and equality were inalienable rights of women as well as men, and she insisted
on the rights of women to vote, speak their minds freely, participate in the making of law, and hold
public office.

Gouges's declaration attracted a great deal of attention but little support. Revolutionary leaders
dismissed her appeal as a publicity stunt and refused to put women'’s rights on their political agenda.
In 1793 they executed her because of her affection for Marie Antoinette and her persistent crusade
for women’s rights. Yet Gouges’s campaign illustrated the power of the Enlightenment ideals of free-
dom and equality. Revolutionary leaders stilled her voice, but once they had proclaimed freedom
and equality as universal human rights, they were unable to suppress demands to extend them to new
constituencies.

Violence rocked lands throughout much of the Atlantic Ocean basin in the late eighteenth and early
nineteenth centuries as a series of revolutions and wars of independence brought dramatic political and
social change. Royal subjects attempted to restructure their societies—if necessary by violent means—by
abolishing traditional social and political institutions and reptacing them with novel ones. The notion of a
divinely ordained division between ruler and ruled ceased fo exist, as the politically activated masses not
only sought to participate in government, but also actually viewed it as their inherent right to do so. Each
revolution broke out in its own context and had its own specific causes. Yet, directly or indirectly, all derived
their inspiration and rationalization from the Enlightenment.

The revolutions of the late eighteenth and early nineteenth centuries had two resuits of deep global
significance. First, they helped to spread a cluster of Enlightenment ideas concerning freedom, equality,
and popular sovereignty. Revolutionary leaders argued that political authority arose from the people and
worked to establish states in the interests of the people rather than the rulers. Second, while promoting
Enlightenment values, revolutions also encouraged the consolidation of national states as the principal form
of political organization. As peoples defended their states from enemies and sometimes mounted attacks
on foreign lands, they developed a powerful sense of identity with their compatriots, and nationalist convic-
tions inspired them to work toward the foundation of states that would advance the interests of the national
community. During the late nineteenth and twentieth centuries, efforts to harness nationalist sentiments
and form states based on national identity became one of the most powerful and dynamic movements in
wotld history. And by the mid-twentieth century, nearly every state in the world formally recognized the
freedom and equality of all its citizens and claimed authority to rule on the basis of popular sovereignty.

e unable to devise a stable alternative to the monarchy, and
nch society experienced turmoil for more than twenty
ars. In the early nineteenth century, Napoleon Bonaparte
mposed military rule on France and helped spread revolu-
nary ideas to much of western Europe.

he Enlightenment and Revolutionary Ideas

saac Newton’s vision of the universe was so powerful and
ersuasive that its influence extended well beyond science.
is work suggested that rational analysis of human behavior
nd institutions could lead to fresh insights about the human
s well as the natural world. From Scotland to Sicily, and
yom Philadelphia to Moscow, European and Euro-American
thinkers launched an ambitious project to transform human
thought and to use reason to transform the world. Like the early
_modern scientists, they abandoned Aristotelian philosophy,

tics, and they sought to subject the human world to purely
ational analysis. The result of their work was a movement
nown as the Enlightenment.

Science and Society Enlightenment thinkers sought to
_discover natural laws that governed human society in the
same way that Newton’s laws of universal gravitation and
motion regulated the universe. Their search took different
forms. The English philosopher John Locke (1632-1704)
worked to discover natural laws of politics. He attacked divine-
right theories that served as a foundation for absolute monar-
chy and advocated constitutional government on the grounds
that sovereignty resides in the people rather than the state or
its rulers. Indeed, he provided much of the theoretical justifi-
cation for the Glorious Revolution and the establishment of
constitutional monarchy in England. The Scottish philosopher
Adam Smith turned his attention to economic affairs and
held that laws of supply and demand determine what happens
in the marketplace. The French nobleman Charles Louis
de Secondat, better known as the Baron de Montesquieu
(1689-1755), sought to establish a science of politics and
discover principles that would foster political liberty in a pros-
perous and stable state.

POPULAR SOVEREIGNTY
AND POLITICAL UPHEAVAL
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but, rather, in the people who make up a society. In Nor
America, colonists declared independence from British rule
and instituted a new government founded on the principle of
Drawing on Enlightenment ideals, revolutionaries of the eigh-  popular sovereignty. Soon thereafter, French revolutionaries
teenth and nineteenth centuries sought to fashion an equitable ~ abolished the monarchy and revamped the social ordes
society by instituting governments that were responsive to the ~ Enlightenment ideals had given focus to a combination of
needs and interests of the peoples they governed. In justify-  social and political factors that motivated French revolution-
ing their policies, revolutionaries attacked monarchical and  aries, including their resentment of royal, noble, and clerical
aristocratic regimes and argued for popular sovereignty—the  privileges as well as their own aspirations for freedom of reli-
notion that legitimate political authority resides not in kings  gion, liberty, and republicanism. Yet revolutionaries in France

The center of Enlightenment thought was France, where
prominent intellectuals known collectively as philosophes
(“philosophers™) advanced the cause of reason. The philo-
sophes were not philosophers in the traditional sense of the
term so much as public intellectuals. They addressed their
works more to the educated public than to scholars: instead of
formal philosophical treatises, they mostly composed histo-
ties, novels, dramas, satires, and pamphlets on religious, moral,
and political issues.

Yoltalre More than any other philosophe, Frangois-Marie
Arouet (1694-1778) epitomized the spirit of the Enlightenment.
Writing under the pen name Voltaire, he published his first book
at age seventeen. By the time of his death at age eighty-four,
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‘hristian theology, and other traditionally recognized author-
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his published writings included some ten thousand letters and
filled seventy volumes. With stinging wit and sometimes
bitter irony, Voltaire championed individual freedom and
attacked any institution sponsoring intolerant or oppressive
policies. Targets of his caustic wit included the French mon-
archy and the Roman Catholic church. When the king of
France sought to save money by reducing the number of
horses kept in royal stables, for example, Voltaire suggested
that it would be more effective to get rid of the asses who
rode the horses. Voltaire also waged a long literary campaign
against the Roman Catholic church, which he held respon-
sible for fanaticism, intolerance, and incalculable human
suffering. Voltaire’s battle cry was écrasez I'infame (“crush
the damned thing™), meaning the church that he considered
an agent of oppression.

Deism Some philosophes were conventional Christians, and
a few turned to atheism. Like Voltaire, however, most of them
were deists who believed in the existence of a god but denied
the supernatural teachings of Christianity, such as Jesus’ virgin
birth and his resurrection. To the deists the universe was an
orderly realm. Deists held that a powerful god set the universe
in motion and established natural laws that govern it, but did
not take a personal interest in its development or intervene in
its affairs. In a favorite simile of the deists, this god was like a
watchmaker who did not need to interfere constantly in the
workings of his creation, because it operated by itself accord-
ing to rational and natural laws.

The Theory of Progress Most philosophes were optimis-
tic about the future of the world and humanity. They ex-
pected knowledge of human affairs to advance as fast as
modern science, and they believed that rational understand-
ing of human and natural affairs would bring about a new era
of constant progress. In fact, progress became almost an ide-
ology of the philosophes, who believed that natural science
would lead to greater human control over the world while
rational sciences of human affairs would lead to individual
freedom and the construction of a prosperous, just, and equi-
table society. N

The philosophes” fond wishes for progress, prosperity,
and social harmony did not come to pass. Yet the Enlighten-
ment helped to bring about a thorough cultural transformation
of European society. It weakened the influence of organized
religion, although it by no means destroyed institutional
churches. Enlightenment thought encouraged the replacement
of Christian values, which had guided European thought on
religious and moral affairs for more than a millennium, with a
new set of secular values arising from reason rather than rev-
elation. Furthermore, the Enlightenment encouraged political

Montesquieu (MON-teh-skew)
philosophes (fil-uh-sofs)
Voltaire (vohl-TAIR)
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and cultural leaders to subject society to rational analysis and
intervene actively in its affairs in the interests of promoting
progress and prosperity. In many ways, the Enlightenment
legacy continues to influence European and Euro-American
societies.

Popular Sovereignty

Throughout history, kings or emperors ruled almost all settled
agricultural societies. Small societies occasionally instituted
democratic governments, in which all citizens participated in
political affairs, or republican governments, in which dele-
gates represented the interests of various constituencies. Some
societies, especially those with weak central leadership, also
relied on aristocratic governments, in which privileged elites
supervised public affairs. But hierarchical rule flowing from a
king or an emperor was by far the most common form of gov-
ernment in settled agricultural societies.

In justifying their rule, kings and emperors throughout
the world often identified themselves with deities or claimed
divine sanction for their authority. Some rulers were priests,
and most others cooperated closely with religious authorities.
On the basis of their association with divine powers, kings and
emperors claimed sovereignty—political supremacy and the
authority to rule. In imperial China, for example, dynastic
houses claimed to rule in accordance with the “mandate of
heaven,” and in early modern Europe centralizing monarchs
often asserted a “divine right of kings” to rule as absolute
monarchs.

During the seventeenth and eighteenth centuries, philo-
sophes and other advocates of Enlightenment ideas began to
question long-standing notions of sovereignty. The philo-
sophes rarely challenged monarchical rule, but sought instead
to make kings responsible to the people they governed. They
commonly regarded government as the result of a contract
between rulers and ruled. The English philosopher John
Locke (1632-1704) formulated one of the most influential the-
ories of contractual government. In his Second Treatise of
Civil Government, published in 1690, Locke held that gov-
ernment arose in the remote past when people decided to work
together, form civil society, and appoint rulers to protect and
promote their common interests. Individuals granted political
rights to their rulers but retained personal rights to life, lib-
erty, and property. Any ruler who violated those rights was
subject to deposition. Furthermore, according to Locke, be-
cause individuals voluntarily formed society and established
government, rulers derived their authority from the consent of
those whom they governed. If subjects withdrew their con-
sent, they had the right to replace their rulers. In effect,
Locke’s political thought relocated sovereignty, removing it
from rulers as divine agents and vesting it in the people of a
society.

Jean-Jacques Rousseau (zhahn-zhahk roo-soh)

An Age of Revolution, Industry, and Empire, 1750 to 1814
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Individhual Freedom Enlightenment thinkers addregg
sues of freedom and equality as well as sovereignty. Philogey
such as Voltaire resented the persecution of religious mj
ties and the censorship of royal officials, who had the p
to prevent printers from publishing works that did not
the approval of political and religious authorities. Philog
phes called for religious toleration and freedom to exp
their views openly. When censors prohibited the publicat
of their writings in France, they often worked with Freng|
speaking printers in Switzerland or the Netherlands who py
lished their books and smuggled them across the bordér i
France.

Political and Legal Equality Many Enlightenment thi
ers also called for equality. They condemned the legal ai
social privileges enjoyed by aristocrats, who in the phi
sophes’ view made no more contribution to the larger soci
than a peasant, an artisan, or a crafts worker. They Tecor
mended the creation of a society in which all individu;
would be equal before the law. The most prominent advog:
of political equality was the French-Swiss thinker Jea
Jacques Rousseau (1712-1778), who identified with simple
working people and deeply resented the privileges enjoyed
elite classes. In his influential book The Social Contr
(1762), Rousseau argued that members of a society were ¢
lectively the sovereign. In an ideal society all individu:
would participate directly in the formulation of policy and
creation of laws. In the absence of royalty, aristocrats, or oth
privileged elites, the general will of the people would carry
the day. :

Enlightenment thought on freedom, equality, and popula;
sovereignty reflected the interests of educated and talented
men who sought to increase their influence and enhance theis
status in society. Most Enlightenment thinkers were of com:
mon birth but comfortable means. Although seeking to limif
the prerogatives of ruling and aristocratic classes, they didnet
envision a society in which they would share political rights
with women, children, peasants, laborers, slaves, or people
of color.

Soclally prominent women deeply influenced the development of Enlightenment thought by organizing and maintaining salons—gatherings where philosophes,
scientists, and intellectuals discussed the leading ideas of the day. Although preduced in 1814, this painting depicts the Parisian salon of Mme. Geoffrin (center
left), a leading patron of the French philosophes, about 1775. In the background is a bust of Voltaire, who lived in Switzerland at the time.

_ groups made effective use of them in seeking the extension of
 political rights.

America. Victory in the Seven Years’ War ensured that Britain
would dominate global trade and that British possessions, in-
cluding the North American colonies, would prosper.

- The American Revolution

In the mid-eighteenth century there was no sign that North
_ America might become a center of revolution. Residents of the
thirteen British colonies there regarded themselves as British
subjects: they recognized British law, read English-language
books, and often braved the stormy waters of the North
Atlantic Ocean to visit friends and family in England. Trade
brought prosperity to the colonies, and British military forces
protected colonists’ interests. From 1754 to 1763, for example,
British forces waged an extremely expensive conflict in North
America known as the French and Indian War. This conflict
merged with a larger contest for imperial supremacy, the
Seven Years’ War (1756—1763), in which British and French
forces battled each other in Europe and India as well as North

Global influence of Enlightenment Values Nevertheless,

Enlightenment thought constituted a serious challenge:to
long-established notions of political and social order. Revolu
tionary leaders in Burope and the Americas readily adopted
Enlightenment ideas when justifying their efforts to overhaul
the political and social structures they inherited. Over time,
Enlightenment political thought influenced the organization
of states and societies throughout the world. Enlightenment
ideals did not spread naturally or inevitably. Rather, they
spread when social reformers and revolutionaries claimed
rights previously denied to them by ruling authorities and
elite classes. Arguments for freedom, equality, and populat
sovereignty originally served the interests of relatively privi
Jeged European and Euro-American men, but many other -

Tightened Hritish Conirol of the Colonies After the
mid-1760s, however, North American colonists became in-
creasingly disenchanted with British imperial rule, in some
measure becanse colonists had become accustomed to a
degree of autonomy. The geographic distance separating
England and the colonies as well as the inevitable inefficiency
of the imperial bureaucracy had weakened royal power.
Nearly every colony had an elective legislative assembly that
had gained control over legislation affecting taxation and de-
fense and that ultimately controlled the salaries paid to royal
officials. The colonists resisted when the British attempted to
reinvigorate imperial control. Faced with staggering financial
difficulties arising from the Seven Years’ War, the British
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In this painting by C. Y. Tumer, Molly Pitcher, an imaginary heroine of the
American revolution, is shown at the 1778 battle of Monmouth loading a
cannon. Many historians regard Molly Pitcher as folklore, as a composite
image Inspired by the actions of a number of real women. The name
Itself may have originated as a nickname given to women who carried
water to men on the battiefield.

Parliament passed legislation to levy new taxes and bring
order to a far-flung trading empire. Parliament expected that
the North American colonies would bear a fair share of the
empire’s tax burden and respect imperial trade policies. But
parliamentary legislation proved extremely unpopular in
North America. Colonists especially resented the imposition
of taxes on molasses by the Sugar Act (1764), on publications
and legal documents by the Stamp Act (1765), on a wide vari-
ety of imported items by the Townshend Act (1767), and on
tea by the Tea Act (1773). They objected to strict enforcement
of navigation laws—some of them a century old, but widely
disregarded—that required cargoes to travel in British ships
and clear British customs. Colonists also took offense at the
Quartering Act (1765), which required them to provide hous-
ing and accommodations for British troops.

In responding to British policies, the colonists argued
that Parliament could do nothing in the colonies that it could
not do in Britain because the Americans were protected by

£ An Age of Revolution, Industry, and Empire, 1750 to 1914

all the common-law rights of the British. The colonists
effect embraced legal traditions that were first demonst,
during the English civil war (1641-1651), establishing.
constitutional precedent that an English monarch ¢y
govern without Parliament’s consent. This concept
legally enshrined in the Bill of Rights (1689), which et
lished among other rights that the consent of Parliamen;
required for the implementation of any new taxes. Thus,
colonists responded to new parliamentary levies with
slogan “no taxation without representation.” They boycotte
British products, physically attacked British officials; ang
mounted protests such as the Boston Tea Party (1773),
which colonists dumped a cargo of tea into Boston harh
rather than pay duties under the Tea Act. They also. o
nized the Continental Congress (1774), which coordinae
the colonies’ resistance to British policies. By 1775 tension
were so high that British troops and a colonial militia skir
mished at the village of Lexington, near Boston. The war
American independence had begun.

The Declaration of Independence On 4 July 1776 th
Continental Congress adopted a document titled “The unan;
mous Declaration of the thirteen united States of America
This Declaration of Independence drew deep inspiration fros
Enlightenment political thought in justifying the colonies’
quest for independence. The document asserted “that all'me)
are created equal, that they are endowed by their Creator w
certain unalienable Rights, that among these are Life, Libert:
and the pursuit of Happiness.” It echoed John Locke’s contrac
tual theory of government in arguing that individuals estal
lished governments to secure those rights and in holding that
governments derive their power and authority from ‘“the
consent of the governed.”” When any government infringes
upon individuals® rights, the document continued, “it is the
Right of the People to alter or abolish it, and to institute new
Government.” The Declaration of Independence presented a
long list of specific abuses charged to the British crown and
concluded by proclaiming the colonies “Free and Independent.
States” with “full Power to levy War, conclude Peace, contract
Alliances, establish Commerce, and to do all other Acts and
Things which Independent States may of right do.”

violent confrontation with the British empire. An estimated
20 percent of the white population of the colonies were “loy-
alists” or “Tories” who remained loyal to the British monarchy.
A minority of people tried to stay neutral in the conflict, most
notably the Religious Society of Friends of Pennsylvania, a
religious movement better known as the Quakers. Native
Americans were divided in their loyalties. Tribes that de-
pended on colonial trade usually threw their weight behind
the patriots, but most native Americans east of the Mississippi
distrusted the colonists, and thus supported the British cause.
African-Americans understood the political rhetoric of the
times as promising freedom and equality, but their hopes were
not realized. British promises of freedom for service were at
best halfhearted. The British faced a dilemma: how to exploit
the colonists” fear of slave revolts while also reassuring loyal
slave owners and wealthy planters that their slave property
would remain secure. Rather than advocating slave revolts,
the British more commonly lampooned American advocates
of independence for their hypocritical calls for freedom while
many of their leaders were slave holders.

Nonetheless, Britain also faced some real difficulties in
suppressing the revolution. Waging a war in a distant land full

Divided Lovaltles It was one thing to declare indepen-
dence, but a different matter altogether to make independence
areality. At the beginning of the war for independence, Britain
enjoyed many advantages over the rebels: a strong government
with clear lines of authority, the most powerful navy in the
world, a competent army, a sizable population of loyalists in
the colonies, and an overall colonial population with mixed
sentiments about revolution. In their political views and atti-
tudes, the colonial population was far from homogeneous.
Political loyalties varied between and within regions and
communities and frequently shifted during the course of the
revolution. Although “patriots,” those who supported the
revolution, were in the majority, not every colonist favored a
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Washington Crossing the Delaware is an 1851 oil-on-canvas painting by German-American artist Emanuel Leutze. [t commemorates Washington's crossing of
the Delaware on 25 December 1776, during the American revolutionary war. A copy of this painting hangs in the West Wing reception area of the White House.
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of opponents, Britain had to ship supplies and reinforcements
across a stormy ocean. Meanwhile, the rebels benefited from
the military and economic support of European states that
were eager to chip away at British hegemony in the Atlantic
Ocean basin: France, Spain, the Netherlands, and several
German principalities contributed to the American quest for
independence. Moreover, George Washington (1732-1799)
provided strong and imaginative military leadership for the
colonial army while local militias employed guerrilla tactics
effectively against British forces.

By 1780 all combatants were weary of the conflict. In the
final military confrontation of the war, American and French
forces under the command of George Washington surrounded
the British forces of Charles Cornfvallis at Yorktown, Virginia.
After a twenty-day siege, the British forces surrendered in
October 1781, and major military hostilities ceased from that
point forward. In September 1783 diplomats concluded the
Peace of Paris, by which the British government formally rec-
ognized American independence.

RBuilding an Independent State The leaders of the fledg-
ling republic organized a state that reflected Enlightenment
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principles. In 1787 a constitutional convention drafted the
blueprint for a new system of government—the Constitution
of the United States—which emphasized the rights of indi-
viduals. American leaders based the federal government on
popular sovereignty, and they agreed to follow this written
constitution that guaranteed individual liberties such as free-
dom of speech, of the press, and of religion. They did not
grant political and lega) equality to all inhabitants of the newly
independent land. They accorded full rights only to men of
property, withholding them from landless men, women, slaves,
and indigenous peoples. Over time, however, disenfranchised

ancien régime (ahn-syen REY-zheem)
Louis (LOO-e¢)

An Age of Revolution, Industry, and Empire, 1750 to 1914

774~I793) was unable to raise more revenue from the over-
urdened peasantry, so he sought to increase taxes on the
cenich nobility, which had long been exempt from many
vies. Aristocrats protested that effort and forced Louis to
smmon the Estates General, an assembly that represented
¢ entire French population through groups known as
tates. In the ancien régime there were three estates, or
olitical classes. The first estate consisted of about one
wndred thousand Roman Catholic clergy, and the second
cluded some four hundred thousand nobles. The third
sstate embraced the rest of the population—about twenty-
four million serfs, free peasants, and urban residents ranging
from laborers, artisans, and shopkeepers to physicians,
pankers, and attorneys. Though founded in 1303, the Estates
General had not met since 1614. The third estate had as many
elegates as the other two estates combined, but that numer-
ical superiority offered no advantage when the assembly voted
on issues, because voting took place by estate—one vote for
each—not by individuals.

In May 1789 King Louis called the Estates General into
session at the royal palace of Versailles in hopes that it would
authorize new taxes. Louis never controlled the assembly.
Representatives of the third estate arrived at Versailles de-
_ manding political and social reform. Although some members
of the lower clergy and a few prominent nobles supported

MAP 28.1 .
The American revolution, 17g;
Note both the location of the major
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and the location of the major ‘
battles that occurred during
the revolution
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groups claimed and ' str
gled for political and lega
rights. Their campaigns
volved considerable person:
sacrifice and sometimes
to violence, since those
possession of rights did
always share them read;
with others. With the exten
sion of civil rights, America

society broadened the im
plications of the Enlighten.
ment values of freedom an
equality as well as popular
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Thirteen British colonies in revolt

Quebec under Quebec Act, 1774
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Octher British possessions
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™" French revolutionaries als

drew inspiration from En
lightenment political thought,
but the French revolution
was a more radical affair than
its American counterpart. American revolutionary leaders
sought independence from British imperial rule, but they were
content to retain British law and much of their British social and
cultural heritage. In contrast, French revolutionary leaders re-
pudiated existing society, often referred to as the ancien régime
(“old order”), and sought to replace it with new political, social;
and cultural structures. But, unlike their American counterparts,
French revolutionaries lacked experience with self-government.

The Estates General Serious fiscal problems put France
on the road to revolution. In the 1780s approximately half of
the French royal government’s revenue went to pay off war
debts—some of them arising from French support for colonists
in the war of American independence—and an additional
quarter went to French armed forces. King Louis X VI (reigned
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reform, the first and second estates stymied efforts to push
measures through the Estates General.

The MNatlonal Assembly On 17 June 1789, after several
weeks of fruitless debate, representatives of the third estate
took the dramatic step of seceding from the Estates General
and proclaiming themselves to be the National Assembly.
Three days later, meeting in an indoor tennis court, members
of the new Assembly swore not to disband until they had
provided France with a new constitution. On 14 July 1789 a
Parisian crowd, fearing that the king sought to undo events of
the previous weeks, stormed the Bastille, a royal jail and arse-
nal, in search of weapons. The military garrison protecting
the Bastille surrendered to the crowd but only after killing
many of the attackers. To vent their rage, members of the
crowd hacked the defenders to death. One assailant used his
pocketknife to sever the garrison commander’s head, which
the victorious crowd mounted on a pike and paraded around
the streets of Paris. News of the event soon spread, sparking
insurrections in cities throughout France.

Emboldened by popular support, the National Assembly
undertook a broad program of political and social reform. The
Declaration of the Rights of Man and the Citizen, which the
National Assembly promulgated in August 1789, articulated
the guiding principles of the program. Reflecting the influence

A contemporary print
depicts the storming of the
Bastille in 1789. The deeds
of common people working
in crowds became a
favorite theme of artists
after the outbreak of the
French revolution.
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Declaration of the Rights of Man and the Citizen

While developing their program of reform, members of the
National Assembly consuited closely with Thomas Jefferson;
the principal author of the American Declaration of
Independence, who was the U.S. ambassador to France

in 1789. Thus it is not surprising that the Declaration of

the Rights of Man and the Citizen reffects the influence

of American revolutionary ideas.

First Article. Men are’ born and remain free and equal in
rights. Social distinctions may be based only on common utility.

Article 2. The goal of every political association is the pres-
ervation of the natural and inalienable rights of man. These rights
are liberty, property, security, and resistance to oppression.

Article3. The principle of all sovereignty resides essentially
in the nation. No body and no individual can exercise authority
that does not flow directly from the hation.

Article 4. Liberty consists in thé freedom to do anything that
does not harm another.. The exercise of natural rights of each
man thus has no limits except those that assure other members
of society their enjoyment of the same rights. These limits may
be determined only by law.

Article 6. Law is the expression of the general will. All citi-
zens have the right to participate either personally or through
their representatives in the making of law. The law must be the
same for all, whether it protects-or punishes. Being equal in the
eyes of the law, all citizens are equally éligible for all. public hon-
ors, offices, and occupations; according to their abilities, with-
out any distinction other than that of their virtues and talents.

Article 7. No person shall be accused, arrested, or impris-
oned except in the cases and according to the forms prescribed
by law. Any one soliciting, transmitting, executing, or causing to
be executed, any arbitrary order, shall be punished. But any
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citizen summoned or arrested in virtue of the law shall g
without delay, as resistance constitutes an offense.

Article 9. As all persoris are held innocent until they
have been declared guilty, if arrest shall be deemed indisp
able, all harshness not essential to the securing of the priso
person shall be severely repressed by law. .

Article 11. The free communication of thoughts and
ions is one of the most precious rights of man: every citizen
thus speak, write, and publish freely, but will be responsibl
abuse of this freedom in cases decided by the law.

Article 13. For the maintenance of public military force
for the expenses of administration, common taxation is.he
sary: it must be equally divided among all citizens accordi
their means.

Article 15. Society has the right to require from every. pub{
official an accounting of his administration. .

Article 16. Any society in which guarantees of rights are
assured and separation of powers is not defined has no cof
tution at all.

Article 17. Property is an inviolable and sacred right. No.o
may be deprived of property except when public necessity,
legally determined, clearly requires it, and on condition of ju
and prearranged compensation.

For Further Reflection

# In what ways do the principles established in the Declara-
tion reflect the political transformations taking place
throughout the age of Atlantic revolutions?

Source: Déclaration des droits de I'homme et du citoyen. Tranislated
by Jerry H. Bentley.

of American revolutionary ideas, the Declaration of the Rights
of Man and the Citizen proclaimed the equality of all men,
declared that sovereignty resided in the people, and asserted
individual rights to liberty, property, and security.

Liberty, Equaiity, and Fraternity Between 1789 and 1791
the National Assembly reconfigured French society. Taking
“liberty, equality, and fraternity” as its goals, the Assembly
abolished the old social order along with the many fees and
labor services that peasants owed to their landlords. It dramat-
ically altered the role of the church in French society by seiz-
ing church lands, abolishing the first estate, defining clergy as
civilians, and requiring clergy to take an oath of loyalty to the
state. It also promulgated a constitution that made the king the

chief executive official but deprived him of legislative author:
ity. France became a constitutional monarchy in which mern of:
property—about half the adult male population—had the
right to vote in elections to choose legislators. Thus far, the
French revolution represented an effort to put Enlightenment
political thought into practice.

The Converttion The revolution soon took a radical turn.
Efforts by the French nobility to mobilize foreign powers in
support of the king and the restoration of the ancien régime
gave the Assembly the pretext to declare war against Austria
and Prussia in April 1792. Adding to the military burden of
France, revolutionary leaders declared war in the following
year on Spain, Britain, and the Netherlands. Fearing military

defeat and counterrevolution, revolutionary leaders created
the Convention, a new legislative body elected by universal
manhood suffrage, which abolished the monarchy and pro-
claimed France a republic. The Conveﬁﬁomﬂiéﬁ{klle French
population by instituting the levée en masse (“mass ny”), or
universal conscription that drafted people and resources for
use in the war against invading forces. The Convention also
rooted out enemies at home. It made frequent use of the guil-
lotine, a recently invented machine that brought about suppos-
edly humane executions by quickly severing a victim’s head.
In 1793 King Louis X VI and his wife, Queen Marie Antoinette,
themselves went to the guillotine when the Convention found
them guilty of treason.

Revolutionary chaos reached its peak in 1793 and 1794
when Maximilien Robespierre (1758-1794) and the radical
Jacobin party dominated the Convention. A lawyer by training,
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The guillotine was an efficient killing
machine. In this contemporary print the
executioner displays the just-severed
head of King Louis XVI fo the crowd
assembled fo witness his execution.

Robespierre had emerged during the revolution as a ruthless
but popular radical known as “the Incorruptible,” and he dom-
inated the Committee of Public Safety, the executive authority
of the Republic. The Jacobins believed passionately that
France needed complete restructuring, and they unleashed a
campaign of terror to promote their revolutionary agenda.
They sought to eliminate the influence of Christianity in
French society by closing churches and forcing priests to take
wives. They promoted a new “cult of reason” as a secular alter-
native to Christianity. They reorganized the calendar, keeping
months of thirty days but replacing seven-day weeks with ten-
day units that recognized no day of religious observance. The
Jacobins also proclaimed the inauguration of a new historical

levée en masse (le-VAY ahn mahs)
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era with the Year I, which began with the declaration of the
First Republic on 22 September 1792. They encouraged citi-
zens to display their revolutionary zeal by wearing working-
class clothes. They granted increased rights to women by per-
mitting them to inherit property and divorce their husbands,
although they did not allow women to vote or participate in
political affairs. The Jacobins also made frequent use of the
guillotine: between the summer of 1793 and the summer of
1794, they executed about forty thousand people and impris-
oned three hundred thousand suspected enemies of the revolu-
tion. Even the feminist Olympe de Gouges (1748-1793) was
a victim of the Jacobins, who did not appreciate her efforts to
extend the rights of freedom and equality to women.

The Directory Many victims of this reign of terror were
fellow radicals who fell out of favor with Robespierre and the
Jacobins. The instability of revolutionary leadership eventually
undermined confidence in the regime itself. In July 1794 the
Convention arrested Robespierre and his allies, convicted them
of tyranny, and sent them to the guillotine. A group of conser-
vative men of property then seized power and ruled France
under a new institution known as the Directory (1795-1799).
Though more pragmatic than previous revolutionary leaders,
members of the Directory were unable to resolve the economic
and military problems that plagued revolutionary France. In
seeking a middle way between the ancien régime and radical
revolution, they lurched from one policy to another, and the
Directory faced constant challenges to its authority. It came
to an end in November 1799 when a young general named
Napoleon Bonaparte staged a coup d’état and seized power.

The Reign of Napoleon

Born to a minor noble family of Corsica, a Mediterranean
island annexed by France in 1768, Napoleon Bonaparte
(1769-1821) studied at French military schools and became
an officer in the army of King Louis XVI. A brilliant military
leader, he became a general at age twenty-four. He was a fer-
vent supporter of the revolution and defended the Directory
against a popular uprising in 1795. In a campaign of 1796—
1797, he drove the Austrian army from northern Ttaly and
established French rule there. In 1798 he mounted an invasion
of Egypt to gain access to the Red Sea and threaten British
control of the sea route to India, but the campaign ended in a
complete British victory. Politically ambitious, Napoleon re-
wrned to France in 1799, overthrew the Directory, and set up
a new government, the Consulate. Although ostensibly he
shared power with two other consuls, it was Napoleon who
was henceforth the real master of France. Having established
a dictatorship, he crowned himself emperor in 1802.

Napoleonic France Napoleon brought political stability to
a land torn by revolution and war. He made peace with the

Napoleon Bonaparte (nuh-POH-lee-uhn BOH-nuh-pahrt)
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he code restored patriarchal authority in the family, for ex-
ple, by making women and children subservient to male
4ds of households. French civil law became the model for
¢ civil codes of Quebec Province, Canada, the Netherlands,
ly, Spain, some Latin American republics, and the state of
ouisiana.

Although he approved the Enlightenment ideal of equal-
y, Napoleon was no champion of intellectual freedom or rep-
sentative government. He limited free speech and routinely
hsored newspapers and other publications. He established a
cret police force that relied heavily on spies and detained
suspected political opponents by the thousands. He made sys-
tematic use of propaganda to manipulate public opinion. He
jgnored elective bodies and surrounded himself with loyal
military officers who ensured that representative assemblies
did not restrict his authority. When he crowned himself
emperor, he founded a dynasty that set his family above and
apart from the people in whose name they ruled. .

Napoleon's Empire While working to stabilize France,
Napoleon also sought to extend his authority throughout
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Jacques-Louis David's Napoleon on Horssback at the St. Bemard Pass.
(1800} presents a famously heroic image of Napoleon’s attack on italy in
1800. David's art clearly served the interests of Napoleon's political regime.
The powerful and dynamic Image was intended to convey Napoleor’s
greatness and his place in the history of conguering heroes.

Roman Catholic church and in 1801 concluded an agreement
with the pope. The pact, known as the Concordat, provided
that the French state would retain church lands seized during
the revolution, but the state agreed to pay clerics’ salaries,
recognize Roman Catholic Christianity as the preferred faith
of France, and extend freedom of religion to Protestant
Christians and Jews. This measure won Napoleon a great deal
of support from people who supported the political and social
goals of the revolution but balked at radicals’ efforts to replace
Christianity with a cult of reason.

In 1804 Napoleon promulgated the Civil Code, a revised
body of civil law, which also helped stabilize French society:
The Civil Code affirmed the political and legal equality of all
adult men and established a merit-based society in which indi-
viduals qualified for education and employment because of
talent rather than birth or social standing. The code protected
private property, and Napoleon allowed aristocratic oppo-
nents of the revolution to return to France and reclaim some of
their lost property. The Civil Code confirmed many of the
moderate revolutionary policies of the National Assembly but
retracted measures passed by the more radical Convention:

Europe. Napoleon’s armies conquered the Iberian and Italian

peninsulas, occupied the Netherlands, and inflicted humiliat-

ing defeats on Austrian and Prussian forces. Napoleon sent his
brothers and other relatives to rule the conquered and occu-

pied lands, and he forced Austria, Prussia, and Russia to ally

with him and respect French hegemony in Europe. Napoleon’s
empire began to unravel in 1812, when he decided to invade
Russia. Convinced that the tsar was conspiring with his British
enemies, Napoleon led a Grand Army of six hundred thou-
sand soldiers to Moscow. He captured the city, but the tsar
withdrew and refused to surrender. Russians set Moscow
ablaze, leaving Napoleon’s massive army without adequate
shelter or supplies.

Fall of Napoleon Napoleon’s disastrous Russian
campaign emboldened his enemies. A coalition of British,
Austrian, Prussian, and Russian armies converged on France
and forced Napoleon to abdicate his throne in April 1814. The
victors restored the French monarchy and exiled Napoleon to
the tiny Mediterranean island of Elba, near Corsica. But
Napoleon’s adventure had not yet come to an end. In March
1815 he escaped from Elba, returned to France, and reconsti-
tuted his army. For a hundred days he ruled France again be-
fore a British army defeated him at Waterloo in Belgium.
Unwilling to take further chances with the wily general,
European powers banished Napoleon to the remote and iso-
lated island of St. Helena in the South Atlantic Ocean, where
he died of natural causes in 1821.

THE INFLUENCE OF REVOLUTION

The Enlightenment ideals promoted by the American and French
revolutions—freedom, equality, and popular sovereignty—
appealed to peoples throughout Europe and the Americas. In
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the Caribbean and Latin America, they inspired revolutionary
movements: slaves in the French colony of Saint-Domingue
rose against their overlords and established the independent
republic of Haiti, and revolutionary leaders mounted indepen-
dence movements in Mexico, Central America, and South
America. The ideals of the American and French revolutions
also encouraged social reformers to organize broader pro-
grams of liberation. Whereas the American and French revo-
lutions guaranteed political and legal rights to white men,
social reformers sought to extend those rights to women and
slaves of African ancestry. During the nineteenth century alt
European and American states abolished slavery, but former
slaves and their descendants remained an underprivileged and
often oppressed class in most of the Atlantic world. The quest
for women’s rights also proceeded slowly during the nine-
teenth century.,

The Haitian Revolution

The only successful slave revolt in history took place on the
Caribbean island of Hispaniola in the aftermath of the French
revolution. By the eighteenth century, Hispaniola was a major
center of sugar production with hundreds of prosperous plan-
tations. The Spanish colony of Santo Domingo occupied the
eastern part of the island (modern Dominican Republic), and
the French colony of Saint-Domingue occupied the western
part (modern Haiti). Saint-Domingue was one of the richest of
all European colonies in the Caribbean: sugar, coffee, and
cotton produced there accounted for almost one-third of
France’s foreign trade.

Saint-Domingue Society On the eve of the Haitian
revolution, the population of Saint-Domingue comprised
three major groups. There were about forty thousand white
colonials, subdivided into several classes: European-born
Frenchmen who monopolized colonial administrative posts;
a class of plantation owners, chiefly minor aristocrats who
hoped to return to France as soon as possible; and lower-class
whites, which included artisans, shopkeepers, slave dealers,
and day laborers. A second group comprised about twenty-
eight thousand gens de couleur (French for “people of
color”), most of whom were mulattoes and some of whom
were black. Many of them were artisans, domestic servants,
or overseers, but a small and influential proportion owned
small plots of land and slaves. The remainder of the popula-
tion made up the third group, consisting of some five hun-
dred thousand slaves, some of whom were mulattoes but
most of whom were African-born.

Most of the colony’s slaves toiled in fields under brutal
conditions. Planters worked their slaves so hard and provided
them with so little care that mortality was very high. Not
surprisingly, white planters and black slaves frequently had
violent conflicts. Aware that they were outnumbered by slaves

gens de couleur (zhen de coo-LEHR)
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by a factor of more than ten, plantation owners lived in con-
stant fear of slave rebellion. Many slaves ran away into the
mountains. By the late eighteenth century, Saint-Domingue
had many large communities of maroons, who maintained
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their own societies and sometimes attacked plantations in
search of food, weapons, tools, and additional recruits. As
planters lost laborers, they imported new slaves from Africa
and other Caribbean islands. This pattern continued through-
out the eighteenth century, until prices of new slaves from
Africa rose dramatically.

The American and French revolutions prepared the way
for a violent political and social revolution in Saint-Domingue.

Former slave and effective military leader, Toussaint Louverture led the
Haitian revolution.

Because French policy supported North American colonists
against British rule, colonial governors in Saint-Domingue
sent about five hundred gens de couleur to fight in the American
war of independence. They returned to Saint-Domingue with
the intention of reforming society there. When the French rev-
olution broke out in 1789, white settlers in Saint-Domingue
sought the right to govern themselves, but they opposed
proposals to grant political and legal equality to the gens de
couleur. By May 1791 civil war had broken out between white
settlers and gens de couleur.

@ Revolt The conflict expanded dramatically when a
charismatic Voudou priest named Boukman organized a slave
revolt. In August 1791 some twelve thousand slaves began
killing white settlers, burning their homes, and destroying
their plantations. Within a few weeks the rebels attracted
almost one hundred thousand slaves into their ranks. Saint-
Domingue quickly descended into chaos as white, gens de
couleur, and slave factions battled one another. Many slaves
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were battle-tested veterans of wars in Africa, and they drew
on their military experience to organize large armies. Slave
leaders also found recruits and reinforcements in Saint-
Domingue’s maroon communities. Foreign armies soon com-
plicated the situation: French troops arrived in 1792 to restore
order, and British and Spanish forces intervened in 1793 in
hopes of benefiting from France’s difficulties.

Toussaint Louveriyre Boukman died while fighting
shortly after launching the revolt, but slave forces eventually
overcame white settlers, gens de couleur, and foreign armies.
Their successes were due largely to the leadership of
Frangois-Dominique Toussaint (1744-1803), who after 1791
called himself Louverture—from the French [’ouverture,
meaning “the opening,” or the one who created an opening in
enemy ranks. The son of slaves, Toussaint learned to read and
write from a Roman Catholic priest. Because of his education
and intelligence, he rose to the position of livestock overseer
on the plantation and subsequently planted coffee on leased
Jand with rented slaves. A free man since 1776, Toussaint was
also an astute judge of human character. When the slave revolt
broke out in 1791, Toussaint helped his masters escape to a
safe place, then left the plantation and joined the rebels.

Toussaint was a skilled organizer, and by 1793 he had
built a strong, disciplined army. He shrewdly played French,
British, and Spanish forces against one another while also
jockeying for power with other black and mulatto generals. By
1797 he led an army of twenty thousand that controlled most
of Saint-Domingue. In 1801 he promulgated a constitution
that granted equality and citizenship to all residents of
Saint-Domingue. He stopped short of declaring indepen-
dence from France, however, because he did not want to
provoke Napoleon into attacking the island.

The Republic of Haitl Nevertheless, in 1802 Napoleon
dispatched forty thousand troops to restore French authority in
Saint-Domingue. Toussaint attempted to negotiate a peaceful
settlement, but the French commander arrested him and sent
him to France, where he died in jail of maltreatment in 1803.
By the time he died, however, yellow fever had ravaged the
French army in Saint-Domingue, and the black generals who
succeeded Toussaint had defeated the remaining troops and
driven them out of the colony. Late in 1803 they declared inde-
pendence, and on 1 January 1804 they proclaimed the estab-
lishment of Haiti, meaning “land of mountains,” which became
the second independent republic in the western hemisphere.

Wars of Independence in Latin America

Latin American Seciely Revolutionary ideals traveled
beyond Saint-Domingue to the Spanish and Portuguese
colonies in the Americas. Though governed by peninsulares

Toussaint Louverture (too-SAHNT loo-vehr-TOOR)
peninsulares (peh-neen-soo-LAH-rehs)
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The slave rebellion in Saint-Domingue
struck fear in the hearts of European and
Euro-American peoples. This French print
depicts outnumbered white settlers
under attack on a plantation.

(colonial officials from Spain or Portugal), the Iberian
colonies all had a large, wealthy, and powerful class of Euro-
American criollos, or creoles, In 1800 the peninsulares num-
bered about 30,000, and the creole population was 3.5 million.
The Tberian colonies also had a large population—about
10 million in all—of less privileged classes. Black slaves
formed a majority in Brazil, but elsewhere indigenous peoples
and individuals of mixed ancestry such as mestizos and
mulattoes were most numerous.

Creoles benefited greatly during the eighteenth century as
they established plantations and ranches in the colonies and
participated in rapidly expanding trade with Spain and
Portugal. Yet the creoles also had grievances. Like British
colonists in North America, the creoles resented administra-
tive control and economic regulations imposed by the Iberian

criollos (kree-OH-yohs)
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powers. They drew inspiration from Enlightenment political
thought and occasionally took part in tax revolts and popular
uprisings. The creoles desired neither social reform like that
promoted by Robespierre nor the establishment of an egalitar-
ian society like Haiti. Basically, they sought to displace the
peninsulares but retain their privileged position in society:
political independence on the model of the United States in
North America struck them as an attractive alternative to co-
lonial status. Between 1810 and 1825, creoles led movements
that brought independence to all Spanish colonies in the
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Americas—except Cuba and Puerto Rico—and established
creole-dominated republics.

MAP 28.3
Latin America in 1830.

Maxican Independence The struggle for independence
. j 8 P Note the dates each state won its independence.

began in the wake of Napoleon’s invasion of Spain and
Portugal (1807), which weakened royal authority in the
Iberian colonies. By 1810, revolts against Spanish rule

Since most states hecame ir invery close ion, what

Latin American states from joining fogether in a federation like that in the United States?
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had broken out in Argentina,
Venezuela, and Mexico. The most
serious was a peasant rebellion
in Mexico led by a parish priest,
Miguel Hidalgo y Costilla
(1753-1811), who rallied indige-
nous peoples and mestizos against
colonial rule. Many contempo-
raries viewed Hidalgo’s movement
for independence from Spanish
rule as social and economic war-
fare by the masses against the
elites of Mexican society, partic-
ularly since he rallied people to
his cause by invoking the name
of the popular and venerated
Virgin of Guadalupe and by call-
ing for the death of Spaniards.
Conservative creoles soon cap-
tured Hidalgo and executed him,
but his rebellion continued to
flare for three years after his
death. Hidalgo became the sym-
bol of Mexican independence,
and the day on which he proclaimed his revolt—16 September
1810—is Mexico’s principal national holiday.

Colonial rule came to an end in 1821, when the creole
general Augustin de Iturbide (1783-1824) declared indepen-
dence from Spain. In the following year, he declared him-
self emperor of Mexico. Neither Iturbide nor his empire
survived for long. Though an able general, Iturbide was an
incompetent administrator, and in 1823 creole elites de-
posed him and established a republic. Two years later the
southern regions of thie Mexican empire declared their
own independence. They formed a Central American
Federation until 1838, when they split into the independent
states of Guatemala, El Salvador, Honduras, Nicaragua, and
Costa Rica.

Simén Bolfvar In South America, creole elites such as
Simén Bolivar (1783-1830) led the movement for indepen-
dence. Born in Caracas (in modern Venezuela), Bolivar was a
fervent republican steeped in Enlightenment ideas about popu-
lar sovereignty. Inspired by the example of George Washington,
he took up arms against Spanish rule in 1811. In the early
days of his struggle, Bolivar experienced many reversals and
twice went into exile. In 1819, however, he assembled an army
that surprised and crushed the Spanish army in Colombia.
Later, he campaigned in Venezuela, Ecuador, and Peru,

Miguel Hidalgo y Costilla
(mee-GEL hee-DAHL-goh ee koh-STEE-ya)

8imén Bolivar (see-MOHN boh-LEE-vahr)
caudillos (KAW-dee-ohs)
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Simén Bolivar, creole leader of the independence movement in
Latin America, was a favorite subject of painters in the nineteenth
century. This portrait depicts him as a determined and

farsighted leader.

coordinating his effortg
other creole leaders, gy
José de San Martin (1778
in Argentina and Berny,
O’Higgins (1778-1842) in ¢y
By 1825 creole forces hag
‘come Spanish armies ap
posed Spanish rulers throy
South America.

Bolivar’s goal was to
the former Spanish colonies
South America into a great ¢
federation like the Unifed Sta
in North America. During
1820s independent Venezy
Colombia, and Ecuador form
republic called Gran Colom]
and Bolivar attempted to br;
Peru and Bolivia (named
Bolifvar himself) into the'c
federation. By 1830, howe
strong political and regional
ferences had undermined G
Colombia. As the confederatior
disintegrated, a bitterly disappointed Bolfvar pronoun
South America “ungovernable” and lamented that “those wh
have served the revolution have plowed the sea.” Shortly afte
the breakup of Gran Colombia, Bolivar died of tuberculosi
while en route to self-imposed exile in Burope.

he Emergence of ldeologies:
onservatism and Liberalism

Je inspiring revolutions and independence movements in
her lands, the American and French revolutions also
ompted political and social theorists to crystallize the mod-
ideologies of conservatism and liberalism. An ideology is
coherent vision of human nature, human society, and the
ger world that proposes some particular form of political
d social organization as ideal. Some ideologies seek to
stify the current state of affairs, whereas others sharply
siticize the status quo in arguing for movement toward an
proved society. In all cases, ideologists seek to design a
litical and social order appropriate for their communities.

| tisrm The modern ideology of conservatism arose
a5 political and social theorists responded to the challenges
of the American and especially the French revolutions. Con-.
servatives viewed society as an organism that changed
slowly over the generations. The English political philosopher
Edmund Burke (1729-1797) held, for example, that society
was a compact between a people’s ancestors, the present gen-
eration, and their descendants as yet unborn. While admitting
the need for gradual change that came about by general con-
sensus, Burke condemned radical or revolutionary change,
which in his view could only lead to anarchy. Thus Burke
approved of the American revolution, which he took as an
example of natural change in keeping with the historical
development of North American society, but he denounced
the French revolution as a chaotic and irresponsible assault
on society.

Brazillan Independence Independence came to Portuguese
Brazil at the same time as to Spanish colonies, but by a differ
ent process. When Napoleon invaded Portugal in 1807, th
royal court fled Lisbon and established a government in exil
%n Rio de Janeiro. In 1821 the king returned to Portugal, leav
ing his son Pedro in Brazil as regent. The next year Brazilia
creoles called for independence from Portugal, and Pedro
agreed to their demands. When the Portuguese Corres (parlia:
ment) tried to curtail his power, Pedro declared Brazil’s inde
pendence and accepted appointment as Emperor Pedio
(reigned 1822-1834).

alism In contrast to conservatives, liberals took change
as normal and welcomed it as the agent of progress. They
viewed conservatism as an effort to justify the status quo,
maintain the privileges enjoyed by favored classes, and avoid
dealing with injustice and inequality in society. For liberals
the task of political and social theory was not to stifle change
but, rather, to manage it in the best interests of society. Liber-
als championed the Enlightenment values of freedom and
equality, which they believed would lead to higher standards
of morality and increased prosperity for the whole society.
They usually favored republican forms of government in
which citizens elected representatives to legislative bodies,
and they called for written constitutions that guaranteed free-
dom and equality for all citizens and that precisely defined the
political structure and institutions of their societies.

The liberalism that emerged from the Atlantic revolutions
was concerned about civil rights, less so about political and
social rights. Most liberals, for example, held the view that
voting was more of a privilege than a right, and therefore was
legitimately subject to certain qualifications. Limitations on
the franchise long characterized suffrage in postrevolutionary
societies, with citizens being disenfranchised on the basis of
class, age, gender, and race, among other factors. But as the

;

Creole Dominancs Although Brazil achieved indepen:
dence as a monarchy rather than a republic, creole elites dom:
inated Brazilian society just as they did in former Spanisl
colonies. Indeed, independence brought little social change i
Latin America. The peninsulares returned to Europe, buf
Latin American society remained as rigidly stratified as it ha
been in 1800. The newly independent states granted military
authority to local charismatic strongmen, known as caudillos,
allied with creole elites. The new states also permitted the
continuation of slavery, confirmed the wealth and authority of
the Roman Catholic church, and repressed the lower orders.
The principal beneficiaries of independence in Latin Americ
were the creole elites.
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nineteenth century passed, liberalism changed its character.
As the masses of people became more assertive, liberalism
could not concern itself mainly with interests of the more
privileged strata of society. Consequently, there was a shift
from early classical liberalism to a more democratic variety.
Equality before the law was supplemented by equality before
the ballot box. Liberalism’s traditional emphasis on minimiz-
ing the role and power of government was reversed, and by the
end of the nineteenth century, liberals started to look to gov-
ernment to minimize or correct the problems that accompa-
nied industrialization.

The most prominent exponent of early liberalism was
John Stuart Mill (1806-1873), an English philosopher, econo-
mist, and social reformer. Mill tirelessly promoted the free-
dom of individuals to pursue economic and intellectual
interests. He tried to ensure that powerful minorities, such as
wealthy businessmen, would not curb the freedoms of the
poorly organized majority, but he also argued that it was im-
proper for the majority to impose its will on minorities with
different interests and values. He advocated universal suffrage
as the most effective way to advance individual freedom, and
he called for taxation of business profits and high personal
incomes to forestall the organization of wealthy classes into
groups that threatened individual liberties. Mill went further
than most liberals in seeking to extend the rights of freedom
and equality to women and working people as well as men of

property.

Yoting Rights and Restrictions As Mill recognized, the
age of revolutions in the Atlantic world illustrated the central-
ity of suffrage in establishing a people’s and a nation’s sense
of democratic legitimacy and political sovereignty. Defined as
either the right or the privilege to vote, in order to elect public
officials or to adopt laws, suffrage derived its revolutionary
significance from Enlightenment notions about self-government
and about governments deriving authority from the consent
of the governed. Voting rights and restrictions evolved into
powerful political concerns during and after the age of
revolutions.

Testing the Limits of ‘
Revolutionary ideals: Slavery

The Enlightenment ideals of freedom and equality were
watchwords of revolution in the Atlantic Ocean basin. Yet
different revolutionaries understood the implications of free-
dom and equality in very different ways. In North America
revolution led to political independence, a broad array of indi-
vidual freedoms, and the legal equality of adult white men. In
France it destroyed the hierarchical social order of the ancien
régime and temporarily extended political and legal rights to
all citizens, although Napoleon and later rulers effectively
curbed some of those rights. In Haiti revolution brought
independence from French rule and the end of slavery. In
South America it led to independence from Iberian rule and
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societies dominated by creole elites. In the wake
of the Atlantic revolutions, social activists in
Europe and the Americas considered the possi-
bility that the ideals of freedom and equality
might have further implications as yet unexplored.
They turned their attention especially to the issues
of slavery and women’s rights.

Movements to End the Slave Trade The
campaign to end the slave trade and abolish slav-
ery began in the eighteenth century. Freed slaves
such as Olaudah Equiano (1745~1797) were among
the earliest critics of slavery. Beginning in the 1780s European
Christian moralists also voiced opposition to slavery.

Only after the American, French, and Haitian revolutions,
however, did the antislavery movement gain momentum. The
leading spokesman of the movement was William Wilberforce
(1759~1833), a prominent English philanthropist elected
in 1780 to a seat in Parliament. There he tirelessly attacked
slavery on moral and religious grounds. After the Haitian revo-
lution he attracted supporters who feared that continued reli-
ance on slave labor would result in more and larger slave revolts,
and in 1807 Parliament passed Wilberforce’s bill to end the
slave trade. Under British pressure, other states also banned
commerce in slaves: the United States in 1808, France in 1814,
the Netherlands in 1817, and Spain in 1845. The British navy,
which dominated the North Atlantic Ocean, patrolled the west
coast of Africa to ensure compliance with the law. But the slave
trade died slowly, as illegal trade in African slaves continued on
asmall scale: the last documented ship to carry slaves across the
Atlantic Ocean arrived in Cuba in 1867.

Movements to Abolish Slavery The abolition of slavery
itself was a much bigger challenge than ending the slave trade
because owners had property rights in their slaves. Planters
and merchant elites strongly resisted efforts to alter the system
that provided them with abundant supplies of inexpensive
labor. Nevertheless, the end of the slave trade doomed the in-
stitution of slavery in the Americas. In Haiti the end of slavery
came with the revolution. In much of South America, slavery
ended with independence from Spanish rule, as Simén Bolivar
freed slaves who joined his forces and provided constitutional
guarantees of free status for all residents of Gran Colombia.
InMexico slavery was abolished in 1829, though not solely for

humanitarian reasons. It served as a mechanism to stop the-

influx of residents from the southern United States coming in
with their slaves to grow cotton.

Meanwhile, as they worked to ban traffic in human labor,
Wilberforce and other moralists also launched a campaign to
free slaves and abolish the institution of slavery itself. In 1833,
one month after Wilberforce’s death, Parliament provided
twenty million pounds sterling as compensation to slave owners
and abolished slavery throughout the British empire. Other states
followed the British example: France abolished slavery in 1848,
the United States in 1865, Cuba in 1886, and Brazil in 1888.

Freedom without Equality Abolition brought legal fre
dom for African and African-American slaves, but it did
bring political equality. In most lands other than Hait
African-American peoples had little influence in societ
Property requirements, literacy tests, poll taxes, and cam:
paigns of intimidation effectively prevented them from votin;
Nor did emancipation bring social and economic improy
ments for former slaves and their descendants. White creole
elites owned most of the property in the Americas, and they
kept blacks in subordination by forcing them to accept
low-paying work. A few African-Americans owned small
plots of land, but they could not challenge the economic and
political power of creole elites.

Testing the Limits of Revolutionary
ldeals: Women’s Rights

‘Women participated alongside men in the movement to abolis
slavery, and their experience inspired feminist social reformers-
to seek equality with men. They pointed out that women
suffered many of the same legal disabilities as slaves: they-had
little access to education, they could not enter professional
occupations that required advanced education, and they were
legally deprived of the right to vote. They drew on Enlighten-
ment thought in making a case for women’s rights, but in spite
of support from prominent liberals such as John Stuart Mill;
they had little success before the twentieth century.

Enfightenment ideals and Women Enlightenment
thought called for the restructuring of government and soci-
ety, but the philosophes mostly held conservative views on
women and their roles in family and society, Rousseau, for
example, advised that girls’ education should prepare them to
become devoted wives and mothers. Yet social reformers
found Enlightenment thought extremely useful in arguing
for women’s rights. Drawing on the political thought of
John Locke, for example, the English writer Mary Astell
(1666-1731) suggested that absolute sovereignty was no more
appropriate in a family than in a state. Astell also reflected
Enlightenment influence in asking why, if all men were born
free, all women were born slaves.

During the eighteenth century, advocates of women’s
rights were particularly active in Britain, France, and North

America. Among the most prominent was the British writer
Mary Wollstonecraft (1759-1797). Although she had littie
schooling, Wollstonecraft avidly read books at home and
gained an informal self-education. In 1792 she published an
influential essay titled A Vindication of the Rights of Woman.
Like Astell, Wollstonecraft argued that women possessed all
the rights that Locke had granted to men. She insisted on the
right of women to education: it would make them better moth-
ers and wives, she said, and would enable them to contribute
to society by preparing them for professional occupations and
participation in political life.

Women and Revolulion Women played crucial roles in
the revolutions of the late eighteenth and early nineteenth cen-
turies. Some women supported the efforts of men by sewing
uniforms, rolling bandages, or managing farms, shops, and
businesses. Others actively participated in revolutionary ac-
tivities. In October 1789, for example, about six thousand
Parisian women marched to Versailles to protest the high
price of bread. Some of them forced their way into the royal
apartments and demanded that the king and queen return
with them to Paris—along with the palace’s supply of flour. In
the early 1790s, pistol-wielding members of the Republican
Revolutionary Women patrolled the streets of Paris. The fate
of Olympe de Gouges made it clear, however, that revolution-
ary women had little prospect of holding official positions or
playing a formal role in public affairs.

Under the National Assembly and the Convention, the
French revolution brought increased rights for women. The
republican government provided free public education for
girls as well as boys, granted wives a share of family property,
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Parisian women were the
leaders of the crowd that
marched to Versailles,
protested high foed prices,
and forced the king and
queen to return to Paris in
Qctober 1789. Although
women in France would
have to wait until the
twentieth century for
political rights fully equal to
those of men, women laid a
foundation for future gains
by drawing on the ideas of
the Enlightenment to argue
for equalty.

and legalized divorce. Yet the revolution did not bring women
the right to vote or to play major roles in public affairs. Under the
Directory and Napoleon’s rule, women lost even the rights
that they had won in the early days of the revolution. In other
lands, women never gained as much as they did in revolution-
ary France. In the United States and the independent states of
Latin America, revolution brought legal equality and political
rights only for adult white men, who retained patriarchal au-
thority over their wives and families.

Women's Rights Movements Nevertheless, throughout
the nineteenth century social reformers pressed for women’s
rights as well as the abolition of slavery. The American femi-
nist Elizabeth Cady Stanton (1815-1902) was an especially
prominent figure in this movement. In 1840 Stanton went to
London to attend an antislavery conference but found that the
organizers barred women from “participation. Infuriated,
Stanton returned to the United Statés and began to build a
movement for women’s rights. She organized a conference of
feminists who met at Seneca Falls, New York, in 1848. The
conference passed twelve resolutions demanding that law-
makers grant women rights equivalent to those enjoyed by
men. The resolutions called specifically for women’s rights to
vote, attend public schools, enter professional occupations,
and participate in public affairs.

The women’s rights movement experienced limited suc-
cess in the nineteenth century. More women received formal
education than before the American and French revolutions,
and women in Europe and North America participated in ac-
ademic, literary, and civic organizations. Rarely did they enter
the professions, however, and nowhere did they enjoy the right
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Deciaration of the Righis of Woman and the Female Citizen

In 1791 Olympe de Gouges, a butcher’s daughter and playwright
of some note, wrote and published the Declaration of the
Rights of Woman and the Female Citizen. She directly.
challenged the inferiority presumed of wornen by the 1789
Declaration of the Rights of Man and the Citizen, which limited
citizenship to males. By publicly asserting the equality of women,
Gouges breached barriers that most revolutionary leaders wanted
to perpetuate. Charged with treason during the rule of the National
Convention, Gouges went to the guillotine on 3 November 1793

Article 1. Woman is born free and lives equal to-man in her
rights. Social distinctions can be based only on the commion utility.

Article 2. The purpose of any political association is the
conservation of the natural and impresciptible rights of woman
and man; these rights are liberty, property, security; and espe-
cially resistance to oppression.

Article 3. The principle of all sovéreignty rests essentially
with the nation, which is nothing but the union of woman and
man; no body and no individual can exercise any authority which
does not come expressly from it (the nation).

Article 4. Liberty and justice consist of restoring all that
belongs to others; thus, the only limits on the exercise of the
natural rights of woman are perpetual male tyranny; these limits
are to be reformed by the laws of nature and reason.

Article 6. The law must be the expression of the general will;
all female and male citizens must contribute either personally or
through their representatives to its formation; it must be the
same for all: male and female citizens, being equal in the eyes of
the law, must be equally admitted to all honors, positions, and
public employment according to their capacity and without
other distinctions besides those of their virtues and talents.

Article 7. No woman is an exception; she is accused, ar-
rested, and detained in cases determined by law. Women, like
men, obey this rigorous law.

to vote. Yet, by seeking to extend the promises of Enlighten-
ment political thought to blacks and women as well as white
men, social reformers of the nineteenth century laid a foun-
dation that would lead to large-scale social change in the
twentieth century.

THE CONSOLIDATION OF
NATIONAL STATES IN EUROPE

The Enlightenment ideals of freedom, equality, and popular
sovereignty inspired political revolutions in much of the
Atlantic Ocean basin, and the revolutions in turn helped

An Age of Revolution, Industry, and Empire, 1750 to 1914

Article ‘11, The free communication of though:
opinions is-one of the most precious rights of woman
that liberty assures recognition of children by their f,
Any female citizen thus may say freely, | am the mothq
child which belongs to- you, without being forced: by
barous prejudice to hide the truth; (an exception may be
to respond to the abuse of this liberty in cases determ
by law.

Article 13.: For the support of the public force
expenses of administration, the contributions of wom
man are equal; she shares all the duties and all the painful
therefore; we must have the same share in the distribu
positions, employment, offices, honors, and jobs.

Article: 14. Female and ‘male citizens have the rig
verify, either by themselves or through their representaf
the necessity of the public contribution. This can only app
women if they are granted an equal share, not only of w
but also of public administration, and in the determinati
the proportion, the base, the collection, and the durati
the tax.

Article 17. Property belongs to both sexes whether Uinited
separate; for each it is an inviolable and sacred right; no oni
be deprived of it, since it is the true patrimony of nature; unle
the legally determined public need obviously dictates. it,
then only with a just and prior indemnity.

For Further Reflaction

B How does Olympe de Gouges’s feminist restatement of
Declaration of the Rights of Man and the Citizen intens
its radical precepts? ‘

Source: Darline Gay Levy, Harriet Branson Applewhite, and Mary
Durham Johnson. Women in Revolutionary Paris, 1789-1795.
Urbana: University of lllinois Press, 1979, pp. 90-92.

spread Enlightenment values. The wars of the French revolu-
tion and the Napoleonic era also inspired the development of
a particular type of community identity that had little to-do
with Enlightenment values—nationalism. Revolutionary wars
involved millions of French citizens in the defense of their
country against foreign armies and the extension of French
influence to neighboring states. Wartime experiences encour:
aged peoples throughout Burope to think of themselves s
members of distinctive national communities. Throughout the
nineteenth century, Buropean nationalist leaders worked to
fashion states based on national identities and mobilized

citizens to work in the interests of their own national commu-
nities, sometimes by fostering jealousy and suspicion of othet

tury. At various times and places in

tional groups. By the late nineteenth
ntury, national identities were so strong
at peoples throughout Europe re-
onded enthusiastically to ideologies of
tionalism, which promised glory and
osperity to those who worked in the
terests of their national communities.

Nations and Nationalism

One of the most influential concepts of
odern political thought is the idea of
the nation. The word nation refers to a
pe of community that became espe-
cially prominent in the nineteenth cen-

history, individuals have associated
themselves primarily with families,
clans, cities, regions, and religious
faiths. During the nineteenth century,
Furopean peoples came to identify
strongly with communities they called
nations. Members of a nation considered
themselves a distinctive people born
into a unique community that spoke a
common language, observed common
customs, inherited common cultural tra-
ditions, held common values, and shared
common historical experiences. Often, they also honored
common religious beliefs, although they sometimes over-
looked differences of faith and construed the nation as a polit-
ical, social, and cultural, rather than religious, unit.

Intense feelings of national identity fueled ideologies of
nationalism. Advocates of nationalism insisted that the nation

_ must be the focus of political Joyalty. Zealous nationalist lead-

ers maintained that members of their national communities
had a common destiny that they could best advance by orga-

‘ nizing independent national states and resolutely pursuing

their national interests. Ideally, in their view, the boundaries
of the national state embraced the territory occupied by the
national community, and its government promoted the inter-
ests of the national group, sometimes through conflict with
other peoples.

Lultural Mationalism Early nationalist thought often
sought to deepen appreciation for the historical experiences of
the national community and foster pride in its cultural accom-
plishments. During the late eighteenth century, for example,
Johann Gottfried von Herder (1744-1803) sang the praises of
the German Volk (“people”) and their powerful and expressive
language. In reaction to Enlightenment thinkers and their
quest for a scientific, universally valid understanding of the
world, early cultural nationalists such as Herder focused
their attention on individual communities and relished their
uniqueness. They emphasized historical scholarship, which
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A portrait of the Italian nationalist leader
Giuseppe Mazzini as a disappointed but
determined idealist. By the mid-nineteenth
century, Mazzini’s views had inspired
nationalist movements not only in Italy

but in other European fands as well.
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they belicved would illuminate the dis-
tinctive characteristics of their societies.
They also valued the study of literature,
which they considered the best guide to
the Volksgeist, the popular soul or spirit
or essence of their community. For that
reason the German brothers Jakob and
Wilhelm Grimm collected popular po-
etry, stories, songs, and tales as expres-
sions of the German Volk.

Political Mation
nineteenth century, nationalist thought
became much more strident than the
cultural nationalism of Herder or the
brothers Grimm. Advocates of national-
ism demanded loyalty and solidarity
from members of the national group. In
lands where they were minorities or
where they lived under foreign rule, they
sought to establish independent states to
protect and advance the interests of the
national community.

In Ttaly, for example, the nationalist
activist Giuseppe Mazzini (1805--1872)
formed a group called Young Italy that
promoted independence from Austrian
and Spanish rule and the establishment
of an Italian national state. Mazzini likened the nation to a
family and the nation’s territory to the family home. Austrian
and Spanish authorities forced Mazzini to lead much of his life
in exile, but he used the opportunity to encourage the orga-
nization of nationalist movements in new lands. By the mid-
nineteenth century, Young Italy had inspired the development
of nationalist movements in Ireland, Switzerland, and Hungary.

While it encouraged political leaders to work toward
the establishment of national states for their communities,
nationalism also had strong potential to stir up conflict be-
tween different groups of people. The more nationalists iden-
tified with their own national communities, the more they
distinguished themselves both from peoples in other lands
and from minority groups within their societies.

Mationalism and Anti-Semitism This divisive potential
of nationalism helps to explain the emergence of Zionism, a
political movement that holds that the Jewish people consti-
tute a nation and have the right to their own national home-
land. Unlike Mazzini’s Italian compatriots, Jews did not inhabit
a well-defined territory but, rather, lived in states throughout
Europe and beyond. As nationa) communities tightened their
bonds, nationalist leaders often became distrustful of minority

Johann Gottfried von Herder {YOH-hahn GAWT-freet fuhn HER-duhr)
Giuseppe Mazzini (joo-ZEP-peh maht-TSEE-nee)
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populations. Suspicion of Jews fueled anti-
Semitism in many parts of Europe. Whereas
anti-Semitism was barely visible in countries such
as Italy and the Netherlands, it operated openly in
those such as Austria-Hungary and Germany. In
eastern Burope, anti-Semitism often turned violent.
In Russia and in the Russian-controlled areas of
Poland, the persecution of Jews climaxed in a series
of pogroms. Beginning in 1881 and lasting into the
early twentieth century, these massacres claimed
the lives and property of thousands of Jews.
During the late nineteenth and twentieth
centuries, millions of Jews migrated to other

Theodor Herzl (TEY-aw-dohr HER-tsuhl)
Judenstaat (yoo-dehn-STAHT)

A determined Theodor Herzl founded the Zionist movement, which sought
to confront anti-Semitism in Europe by establishing a home for the
Jews in Palestine.

European lands or to North America to escape persecus
and violence. Anti-Semitism was not as severe in France as
central and eastern Europe, but it reached a fever pitch thé
after a military court convicted Alfred Dreyfus, a Jewish arm
officer, of spying for Germany in 1894. Although he was inng
cent of the charges and eventually had the verdict reversed
appeal, Dreyfus was the focus of bitter debates about the tru;
worthiness of Jews in French society. The trial also became
key event in the evolution of Zionism.

Zionism Among the reporters at the Dreyfus trial was
Jewish journalist from Vienna, Theodor Herzl (18601904
As Herzl witnessed mobs shouting “Death to the Jews” in
Jand of enlightenment and liberty, he concluded that anf
Semitism was a persistent feature of human society that as-
similation could not solve. In 1896 Herzl published the pam
phlet Judenstaat, which argued that the only defense against
anti-Semitism lay in the mass migration of Jews from all ovi
the world to a land that they could call their own. In the follow-
ing year, Herzl organized the first Zionist Congress in Basel,
Switzerland, which founded the World Zionist Organizatio
The delegates at Basel formulated the basic platform of the
Zionist movement, declaring that “Zionism seeks to establish
a home for the Jewish people in Palestine,” the location of the
ancient Kingdom of Israel. During the next half century,
Jewish migrants trickled into Palestine, and in 1948 they won
recognition for the Jewish state of Israel. Although it arosedn
response to exclusive nationalism in Europe, Zionism in turn
provoked a resentful pationalism among Palestinian Arabs
displaced by Jewish settlers. Conflicts between Jews and
Palestinians continue to the present day.

The Emergence of
National Communities

The French revolution and the wars that followed it height-
ened feelings of national identity throughout Europe. In
France the establishment of a republic based on liberty,
equality, and fraternity inspired patriotism and encouraged
citizens to rally to the defense of the revolution when for-
eign armies threatened it. Revolutionary leaders took the
tricolored flag as a symbol of the French nation, and they.

adopted a rousing marching tune, the “Marseillaise,” as an

anthem that inspired pride in and identity with the national
community. In Spain, the Netherlands, Austria, Prussia, and
Russia, national consciousness surged in reaction to the ar-

_ rival of revolutionary and Napoleonic armies. Opposition to
~ Napoleon and his imperial designs also inspired national
_ feeling in Britain.

The Congress of 3

w5 After the fall of Napoleon,

_ conservative political leaders feared that heightened national
-~ consciousness and ideas of popular sovereignty would en-

courage further experimentation with revolution and under-
mine European stability. Meeting as the Congress of Vienna
(1814-1815), representatives of the “great powers” that de-
feated Napoleon—Britain, Austria, Prussia, and Russia—
attempted to restore the prerevolutionary order. Under the
guidance of the influential foreign minister of Austria, Prince
Klemens von Metternich (1773-1859), the Congress disman-
tled Napoleon’s empire, returned sovereignty to Europe’s
royal families, restored them to the thrones they had lost
during the Napoleonic era, and created a diplomatic order
based on a balance of power that prevented any one state from
dominating the others. A central goal of Metternich himself
was to suppress national consciousness, which he viewed as a
serious threat to the multicultural Austrian empire that in-
cluded Germans, Italians, Magyars, Czechs, Slovaks, Poles,
Serbs, and Croats among its subjects.

The efforts of Metternich and the Congress of Vienna to
restore the ancien régime had limited success. The European
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The charming and polished
courtier Prince Klemens
von Metternich (standing
at left center) dominated
the Congress of Vienna.
Here, delegates to the
Congress are gathered at
the Habsburg palace in
Vienna.

balance of power established at Vienna survived for almost a
century, until the outbreak of a general continental and
global war in 1914. Metternich and the conservative rulers
installed by the Congress of Vienna took measures to forestall
further revolution: they censored publications to prevent
communication of seditious ideas and relied on spies to iden-
tify nationalist and republican activists. By 1815, however, it
was impossible to suppress national consciousness and ideas
of popular sovereignty.

MNationalist Rebeliions From the 1820s through the 1840s,
a wave of rebellions inspired by nationalist sentiments swept
through Europe. The first uprising occurred in 1821 in the
Balkan peninsula, where the Greek people sought indepen-
dence from the Ottoman Turks, who had ruled the region
since the fifteenth century. Many western Europeans sympa-
thized with the Greek cause. The English poet Lord Byron
even joined the rebel army and in 1824 died (of a fever)
while serving in Greece. With the aid of Britain, France, and
Russia, the rebels overcame the Ottoman forces in the
Balkans by 1827 and won formal recognition of Greek inde-
pendence in 1830.

In 1830 rebellion showed its face throughout Europe. In
France, Spain, Portugal, and some of the German principali-
ties, revolutionaries inspired by liberalism called for constitu-
tional government based on popular sovereignty. In Belgium,

Klemens von Metternich (kieh-men fuhn MET-er-nik)
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“Reverberations @
The Birth of Nationalism

The consequences of the birth of nationalism for world
history have been enormous, beginning in the period
1750-1914 and continuing right down to the present. From
its beginnings, nationalism was intimately linked with pow-
erful emotive phenomena such as folk traditions, songs,
and literature that symbolized common heritage and com-
mon values. As a result, nationalism had the power to
awaken deep feelings of love and unity, and also of hatred
and ferocity, among its adherents. Such feelings often
spurred individuals to work on behalf of the nation even at
the expense of their own interests. They also encouraged
individuals to exclude—sometimes brutally—those they
defined as “outside the nation,” and to see the interests of
their own nation in competition with the interests of others.
As a result, people around the world have done extraor-
dinary things—both altruistic and cruel—in the name of
nationalism.

In this chapter, we have already seen some of the
first instances (in Italy and Germany) of individuals us-
ing the power of nationalism to create unified state
governments where there were none before—a process
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that has been attempted multiple times (e.g., Gréat
Serbia, Palestine) since then. We have also seen thay
nationalism was used from its beginnings as a tool to s;
clude unwelcome groups, in this case European Jews. |n
fact, nationalism has often served as the double-edged
sword of unity. On the one side, its symbols and myths
have been used by diverse populations as the glue uniting
them into one people, as in many of the newly formed
North, South, and Central American nations during: the
nineteenth century (chapter 30). On the other side; by
emphasizing particular languages and heritages, nation
ism often inspires some groups to seek the exclusion of
others, as people of European ancestry tried to do
Native Americans throughout the Americas (chapter 3
Nationalism has also spurred deep feelings of animosity o
competition between people of different nations, which
has increased the incidence of serious conflict between
states (chapters 32 and 33).

One of the hallmarks of nationalism is that its emotive
power has often been exploited by state governments
for self-interested purposes. In late-nineteenth-century

Japan, for example, reformers tried to
inculcate a strong sense of national
pride in Japanese citizens in order to
garner support for a rapid program of
industrialization that would allow Japan
to be competitive on the worid stage
(chapter 31). While the process did
foster national identification among
ordinary Japanese people as well as
rapid industrialization, the result was
a far stronger state buftressed by a
handful of extremely powerful corpo-
rations. In Europe, meanwhile, states
played upon nationalist sentiments
among their citizens—especially the
specter of being bested by other
nations—to garner support for impe-
rial expansion in Asia and Africa

Italy, and Poland, they demanded independence and the
formation of national states as well as popular sovereignty.
Revolution in Paris drove Charles X from the throne, while
uprisings in Belgium resulted in independence from the
Netherlands. By the mid-1830s authorities had put down
the uprisings elsewhere, but in 1848 a new round of rebellions
shook European states. The uprisings of 1848 brought down
the French monarchy and seriously threatened the Austrian
empire, where subject peoples clamored for constitutions
and independence. Prince Metternich resigned his office as
Austrian foreign minister and unceremoniously fled Vienna
as rebels took control of the city. Uprisings also rocked cities
in Italy, Prussia, and German states in the Rhineland.

By the summer of 1849, the veteran armies of conserva-
tive rulers had put down the last of the rebellions. Advocates
of national independence and popular sovereignty remained
active, however, and the potential of their ideals to mobilize
popular support soon became dramatically apparent.

The Unifications of Italy and Germany

The most striking demonstration of the power that national
sentiments could unleash involved the unification of Italy and

Camillo di Cavour (kah-MEE-loh dee kah-VOHR}
Giuseppe Garibaldi (juh-SEP-¢h gar-uh-BAHL-dee)
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A French sans-culottes holding the French tricolor
flag. Behind him is the countryside of France, and
(chapter 32). Indeed, by framing ex- s clothes indicate his common status. Images
pansionist programs in terms of na- ke these were used to evoke emotions in viewers
tional aggrandizement, states were  about their national identity.
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able to win the support for imperial
conquests. Somewhat ironically, Eu-
ropean imperial expansion ensured
that people all over the world would
be introduced to the concept of na-
tionalism during the nineteenth and
twentieth centuries—with conse-
quences that would ultimately bring
all of the European empires down
(chapters 31 and 32).

The birth of nationalism profoundly
shaped identities, loyalties, and both
individual and state actions around the
world from the late eighteenth century
onward, with effects that continue to
reverberate in the present. In subse-
quent chapters, think about the many
and varied ways that the force of
nationalism—born in the context of the
Atlantic revolutions—has shaped the
world we live in today.

of Germany. Since the fall of the Roman empire, Italy and
Germany had been disunited lands. A variety of regional king
doms, city-states, and ecclesiastical states ruled the Italian
peninsula for more than a thousand years, and princes divided
Germany into more than three hundred semiautonomous ju-
risdictions. The Holy Roman Empire claimed authority over
Germany and much of Ttaly, but the emperors were rarely
strong enough to enforce their claims. -

As they dismantled Napoleon’s empire and sought:to
restore the ancien régime, delegates at the Congress of
Vienna placed much of northern Italy under Austrian rule.
Southern Italy was already under close Spanish supervision
because of dynastic ties between the Kingdom of the Two
Sicilies and the Spanish Bourbon monarchy. As national
sentiment surged throughout nineteenth-century Europe,
Ttalian political leaders worked to win independence from
foreign rule and establish an Italian national state. Mazzini’s
Young Italy movement attracted discontented idealists
throughout the peninsula. In 1820, 1830, and 1848, they
mounted major uprisings that threatened but did not dislodge
foreign rule in Italy.

_ with nationalist advocates of independence. Cavour was a
cunning diplomat, and the kingdom of Piedmont and Sardinia
was the most powerful of the Italian states. In alliance with
France, Cavour expelled Austrian authorities from most of
northern Italy in 1859. Then he turned his attention to south-
ern Italy, where Giuseppe Garibaldi (1807-1882), a dashing
soldier of fortune and a passionate nationalist, led the unifica-
- tion movement. With an army of about one thousand men
outfitted in distinctive red shirts, Garibaldi swept through
Sicily and southern Italy, outmaneuvering government forces
and attracting enthusiastic recruits. In 1860 Garibaldi met
King Vittorio Emanuele near Naples. Not ambitious to rule,
Garibaldi delivered southern Italy into Vittorio Emanuele’s
hands, and the kingdom of Piedmont and Sardinia became the

The German realist painter Franz von Lenbach (1836-1904) painted many of the
most remarkable contemporary leaders, including the German chancellor Otto
von Bismarck depicted here, Bismarck is commonly credited with the unification
of Germany and the creation of the German empire in 1871, Bismarck is shown
here wearing a Pickelhaube, a spiked heimet worn by German military,
firefighters, and police in the nineteenth and twentieth centuries.

i The unification of Italy came about
when practical political leaders such as Count Camillo
di Cavour (1810-1861), prime minister to King Vittorio
Emanuele II of Piedmont and Sardinia, combined forces
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kingdom of Italy. During the next decade the new monarchy
absorbed several additional territories, including Venice,
Rome, and their surrounding regions.

In Germany as in Italy, unification came about when
political leaders harnessed nationalist aspirations. The
Congress of Vienna created a German Confederation com-
posed of thirty-nine states dominated by Austria. Metternich
and other conservative German rulers stifled nationalist
movements, and the suppression of the rebellions of 1848
left German nationalists frustrated at their inability to found
a national state.

Otio von Bismarck In 1862 King Wilhelm I of Prussia ap-
pointed a wealthy landowner, Otto von Bismarck (1815-1898),
as his prime minister. Bismarck was a master of Realpolitik

Otto von Bismarck {oht-toh fuhn BIZ-mahrk)
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The unification of Italy and Germany.
The unification of Italy and Germany (see map on page 663) as national
states In the nineteenth century fundamentally aitered the balance of
power in Europe.
Why did result from d and war by
conservative statesmen rather than popular nationalist action?

 Prussian king proclaimed himself emperor of the Second
_‘Reich—meaning the Second German Empire, following the
Holy Roman Empire—which embraced almost all German-
speaking peoples outside Austria and Switzerland in a power-
ful and dynamic national state.

The unification of Italy and Germany made it clear that
when coupled with strong political, diplomatic, and military
leadership, nationalism had enormous potential to mobilize
people who felt a sense of national kinship. Italy, Germany,
and other national states went to great lengths to foster a
sense of national community. They adopted national flags to
serve as symbols of unity, national anthems to inspire patri-
otism, and national holidays to focus public attention on

(“the politics of reality”). He succinctly expressed his realistic
approach in his first speech as prime minister: “The great
questions of the day will not be settled by speeches or major:
ity votes—that was the great mistake of 1848 and 1849—but
by blood and iron.”

It was indeed blood and iron that brought about the unifi-
cation of Germany. As prime minister, Bismarck reformed
and expanded the Prussian army. Between 1864 and 1870 he
intentionally provoked three wars—with Denmark, Austria;:
and France—and whipped up German sentiment against the
enemies. In all three conflicts Prussian forces quickly shat:
tered their opponents, swelling German pride. In 1871 the
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EMPIRE

1866 Prussia

1866 Territory annexed by Prussia at
the end of che Seven Weeks’ War

. 1867 Territory united with Prussia to

. form the North German Confederation

1871 Territory united with North
German Confederation

individuals and events of special importance for the national
community. They established bureaucracies that took cen-
suses of national populations and tracked vital national
statistics involving birth, marriage, and death. They built
schools that instilled patriotic values in students, and they
recruited young men into armies that defended national
interests and sometimes went on the offensive to enhance
national prestige. By the end of the nineteenth century, the
national state had proven to be a powerful model of political
organization in Europe. By the mid-twentieth century, it had
become well-nigh universal as political leaders adopted the
national state as the principal form of political organization
throughout the world.




